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Union Cabinet, led by Modi, holds
the first meeting at Seva Teerth

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet, led by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, on Tuesday held its
first meeting at the newly
inaugurated Seva Teerth
complex and adopted a re-
solution to fulfil the go-
vernment’s goal of placing
India among the world’s
top three economies in the
near future.

In the resolution, the
Cabinet said that with the
“new energy” of Seva
Teerth — the new Prime Mi-
nister’s Office complex —
and the rapid pace of re-
form, it would work to-
wards realising the vision
of a “Developed India
20477,

Long-term journey
Describing the initiative as
along-term journey, the re-
solution said the decisions
taken today would shape
the future for generations
to come.

“This first meeting at Se-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the inauguration of Seva
Teerth, the new building of the PM’s office earlier this month. anI

va Teerth reminds us that
the greater the goal of de-
velopment, the deeper
must be our responsibility
towards it. This complex is
not just a modern work-
place. It also symbolises a
new work culture of gover-
nance. Through its mod-
ern technology and effi-
cient working methods,
government efficiency will
reach new heights,” it said,
adding that every “Kar-

mayogi who works here
will be inspired by the
sense that their work is
linked to simplifying the
lives of the last person in
the country”.

Vision realised

The Union Cabinet re-
solved that the work cul-
ture would encourage judi-
cious use of resources and
accelerate the continuous
journey of reforms that the

country had experienced
over the years, and added
that it would become the
foundation for advancing
India as a capable, strong,
and self-reliant nation.

“For decades since In-
dependence, governments
have preserved this legacy
and dreamed of the future
in the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice, South Block. We
dreamed of an India whose
thinking is indigenous, its
form is modern, and its po-
tential is infinite. Today, Se-
va Teerth is the embodi-
ment of that vision, which
will enhance India’s pride
as the mother of democra-
cy,” the resolution said.

Listing the achieve-
ments under the leader-
ship of Mr. Modi over the
past decade, the Union Ca-
binet said, “Every decision
taken here (at the new
complex) will be inspired
by the spirit of service to-
wards 140 crore country-
men and linked to the
broader goal of nation-
building”.

25F. Union Cabinet, led by
Modi, holds the first meeting
at Seva Teerth
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e The Union Cabinet, led by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on
Tuesday held its first meeting at
the newly inaugurated Seva Teerth
complex and adopted a resolution to
fulfill the government’s goal of
placing India among the world’s top
three economies in the near future.
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e Seva Teerth houses the

Prime Minister's Office, the National Security Council Secretariat, the Cabinet
Secretariat, all of which were previously located across different locations. The new building
complexes consolidate administrative functions within modern, and future-ready facilities.

“Has yotir cousin decided where he is

Know your
English

S. Upendran

“I came looking for you yesterday. Where
were you?”

“Sridhar took me to see Taal.”

“How was the movie?”

“Ididn’t like it.”

“That’s surprising. My friend said it
was quite good.”

“Sridhar’s kids, on the other hand,
thought it was rather good.”

“‘Quite good’ and ‘rather good’. What
is the difference between the two?”

“‘Rather good’ is stronger than ‘quite
good’”

“So, if I want to compliment someone
about something, I should say ‘rather
good’ instead of ‘quite good’”

“Right. When you say that something is
‘rather good’, you are implying that it is
better than what you expected it to be.”

“And you are surprised by the fact it is
so good.”

“Exactly! Some grammarians say that
‘rather good'’ is the same as ‘very good’.”

“I see. Sujatha’s Hindi is rather good.
Many people think that she had her
schooling in Delhi.”

“The food served at the wedding was
rather good. I was really surprised.”

“What does ‘quite good’ mean?”

“When you say that the film is quite
good, what you are implying is that the
movie though not great, is worth seeing.”

“In other words, the movie is not
surprisingly good.”

“It definitely is not. ‘Quite good’ is not
as strong as ‘rather good'.”

“So when you say Sujatha’s Hindi is
quite good, it means that she can manage

going for the holidays?”

“Yes. We had a lengthy discussion
about it yesterday and he’s decided....”

“...discussion about? Didn’t you say
some time ago that one shouldn't use
‘about’ after ‘discussion’?”

“I don’t think I ever said that. One can,
in fact, use ‘about’ after ‘discussion’. For
example, during the lunch break, we had
a lengthy discussion about Taal.”

“Sujatha and I had a lengthy discussion
about cricket. Can [ say that?”

“You certainly can. Every morning, my
boss and I have a discussion about our
sales strategy.”

“My friends and I discuss about
movies.”

“That’s what I told you to aveid. I told
you not to....”

“...not to use ‘about’ after ‘discuss’.
Now [ remember. Let’s discuss something
else, shall we?”

“Certainly. What would you like to
discuss?”

“Your cousin, Sridhar. He works during
the weekends too, doesn’t he?”

“That’s right. He gets Thursdays off. He
works Friday through Wednesday.”

“Friday through Wednesday? Don’t you
mean ‘to’ Wednesday? Shouldn’t...”

“..you can say ‘l work Monday through
Friday’, or, ‘I work Monday to Friday’.
Both are acceptable.”

“What’s the difference?”

“As far as I know, ‘Monday through
Friday’ is American and..”

“...Monday to Friday is British.”

Published in The Hindu on September
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e  “Quite good’ and ‘rather
good’. What is the difference
between the two?”

“Quite good’ 3R ‘Rather good’|
S &l H T SR g2

e “Rather good’ is stronger
than ‘quite good’.”

“Rather good’, ‘quite good’ q
3R guTaRITel g 1”

e “So, if | want to compliment
someone about something, | should
say ‘rather good’ instead of ‘quite
good’.”

ERIEIGRERIE ]
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=T 81, dl g3 ‘quite good’
&I g9 ‘rather good’aTG'qTilT%'Ql”

¢ “Right. When you say that
something is ‘rather good’, you are
implying that it is better than what
you expected it to be.”
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‘rather good’ §, Al 39T AW & o I8 3D IR | IgaR 21"
e “And you are surprised by the fact it is so good.”

“3R 3T 39 §1d ¥ e 814 © fob 98 31 3B 817

o “Exactly! Some grammarians say that ‘rather good’ is the same as ‘very good'.

[IR]

TYep ol $B ATHRVIAG HEd § & ‘rather good’ BT 31 ‘very good’ & THH g I”

o ‘| see. Sujatha’s Hindi is rather good. Many people think that she had her schooling in Delhi.”
I T | ATl 1 &t rather good 1 B3 o Gied ¢ b 34! UgTs e A gS 81

e “The food served at the wedding was rather good. | was really surprised.”
“QMet H URINT 77T @ rather good T G2 94 & 3med gl

o “What does ‘quite good’ mean?”
“Quite good’ &1 T 31 g2

e “‘When you say that the film is quite good, what you are implying is that the movie though not
great, is worth seeing.”
“Jq 3T Hed & & e quite good B, Tl 3T Tg Ydhd <d & fb e Y &t 9§ HGR =
g R T aas el

e “That’s right. He gets Thursdays off. He works Friday through Wednesday.”
fIepd el I THAR St gl el 81 98 Friday through Wednesday HTH HRdT g 1”

e “Friday through Wednesday? Don’t you mean ‘to’ Wednesday? Shouldn't....”
“Friday through Wednesday? T dreRT Hddd Wednesday to :Iﬁ%’7 T ﬁ'v‘EIT TRl

e “...you can say ‘| work Monday through Friday’, or, ‘l work Monday to Friday'. Both are

acceptable.”

&WWW% ‘I work Monday through Friday’, I ‘l work Monday to Friday’| gl

e g1

. “Wha_t’s the difference?”

e “As far as | know, ‘Monday through Friday’ is American and..”
GIE‘TJWH@NHT% ‘Monday through Friday’ AR T g SR
e “...Monday to Friday is British.”
“...Monday to Friday’ ﬁﬁ'ﬂmﬂ"‘[%l"
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25F | QUIZ

Questions and Answers to the previous
day’s daily quiz: 1. In September 1919,
Adolf Hitler joined the German Workers’
Party, a small nationalist group in Munich
founded by ___ . Ans: Anton
Drexler

2. In 1921-22, the NSDAP set up the
Sturmabteilung whose members were
called this. Ans: Brownshirts

3. In 1923, this event led to the abolishing
of the Sturmabteilung. Ans: Beer Hall
Putsch

4, In 1925, Hitler created Y, whose name

was German for ‘Protection Squadron’. Ans:

Schutzstaffel (S5)

5. Name the event of February 23, 1933,
that Hitler used as a pretext to arrest
communists en masse. Ans: Reichstag fire
Visual: Name this leader. Ans: Paul von
Hindenburg

Early Birds: Suchit Narottam| Abhiroop
Bose| Prashansa Lohumi| Maalavika Nair|
Piyali Tuli

25F. QUIZ: Adolf Hitler and the German Workers’ Party
(1919)

e In September 1919, Adolf Hitler joined the German Workers’
Party (DAP) in Munich, a small nationalist and anti-Semitic political
group founded by Anton Drexler.

e Hitler initially joined as an intelligence agent for the German
Army to monitor political activities, but his oratory skills and
propaganda ability quickly made him a key leader.

e By 1920, he helped transform the party into the Nazi Party
(NSDAP), shaping its ideology of extreme nationalism, racial
supremacy, and authoritarianism, which later influenced Germany’s
political trajectory.

Sturmabteilung (SA) and the Brownshirts (1921-22)

e In1921-22, the NSDAP created the Sturmabteilung (SA), a
paramilitary wing whose members were called Brownshirts.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3



[9)]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Led by Ernst R6hm, the SA protected meetings, intimidated opponents, and enforced
party authority through street violence.

Their brown uniforms came from surplus military shirts. The organisation expanded during the
Weimar crisis, helping Adolf Hitler rise. After the 1934 Night of the Long Knives, the SA’s
power declined as SS became dominant within Nazi Germany.

Beer Hall Putsch and the Temporary Abolishing of the Sturmabteilung (1923)

In November 1923, the failed Beer Hall Putsch in Munich led to the banning of the NSDAP
and the temporary abolishing of the Sturmabteilung (SA).

Led by Adolf Hitler and supported by Erich Ludendorff, the coup attempted to overthrow
the Weimar Republic government. After its failure, Hitler was arrested and sentenced to
prison, where he wrote Mein Kampf.

The German authorities outlawed Nazi organisations, including the SA, though it was later

reorganised after the party’s revival in 1925.

Creation of the Schutzstaffel (SS) — ‘Protection Squadron’ (1925)

In 1925, Adolf Hitler created the Schutzstaffel (SS), meaning ‘Protection Squadron’,
initially as a small elite unit to guard him and protect Nazi Party leadership.

Under Heinrich Himmler from 1929, the SS expanded into a powerful organisation
controlling security, intelligence (Gestapo), and concentration camps.

It became central to enforcing Nazi ideology, racial policies, and wartime repression. After
the 1934 Night of the Long Knives, the SS overshadowed the SA, becoming one of the
most influential institutions in Nazi Germany.

Reichstag Fire (February 1933)

On 27 February 1933, the Reichstag building in Berlin was set on fire in an event known as
the Reichstag Fire

Adolf Hitler, recently appointed Chancellor of Germany (30 January 1933), used the
incident as a pretext to arrest Communists and suppress political opponents.

The subsequent Reichstag Fire Decree suspended key civil liberties, including freedom of
speech and assembly.

This marked a decisive step in dismantling the Weimar Republic and consolidating Nazi
dictatorship in Germany.

GS Paper 1. Geography
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25F | Rajasthan prohibits felling of khejri trees after 11-day protest

IR 1A H Ry F arg Ul &) Hars W AP TS

25F | Helicopter crashes into sea near Andaman’s Mayabunder

STUM & UMTEER &b U gl PpIPY 9ys | FRT

BIG SHOT

Cretaceous discovery: In the Sahara desert in Niger,
scientists have unearthed fossils of a new species of
Spinosaurus, among the biggest of the meat-eating
dinosaurs, notable for its large blade-shaped head crest
and jaws bearing interlocking teeth (illustrated above). It
was 12 m long and weighed 5-7 tonnes.
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Rajasthan prohibits
felling of khejri trees

after ll-dax

The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

The Bharatiya Janata Party
government in Rajasthan
has enforced a ban on the
felling of khejri trees fol-
lowing an 11-day-long agita-
tion by saints and Bishnoi
community members in
Bikaner.

A Bill for tree protection
will also be introduced
during the ongoing Budget
Session of the State
Assembly.

Khejri is the official
State tree of Rajasthan, de-
signated in view of its im-
mense value to the desert

protest

Dharamshala in Bikaner
was called off after the
State government issued a
circular to halt the felling
of the trees.

Protesters backed

The agitation received sup-
port from several State
leaders, including ex-Rajas-
than Chief Ministers Ashok
Gehlot and Vasundhara
Raje.

Minister of State K.K.
Bishnoi had earlier at-
tempted to get the agita-
tion withdrawn by assur-
ing a ban limited to
Bikaner and Jodhpur divi-
sions. As the protesters re-

ecosystem and rural jected the partial measure,
economy. a delegation led by Mr.

The agitation had start-  Bishnoi handed over an or-
ed after the alleged wides-  der to all District Collec-

pread felling of khejri for
solar power projects com-
ing up in the western parts
of the State.

The indefinite sit-in
protest outside the Bishnoi

tors. The order stated that
felling of khejri trees would
remain prohibited
throughout the State until
anew law comes into force
to protect them.

25F. Rajasthan prohibits felling of khejri trees
after 11-day protest

ISR A 11-f37 & AU & 91¢ Fot vsi ot
PCTS W AP TS

e The Bharatiya Janata Party government in Rajasthan
has enforced a ban on the felling of khejri trees following an
11-day-long agitation by saints and Bishnoi community
members in Bikaner.

I H R ST U1t TR F Hor) USY ) Herg R
wfaae @ fear §, o derR # el ok faes agera & et
&R 11 o 9% 9ot stigiaq & a1g or fosar

e ABIll for tree protection will also be introduced during
the ongoing Budget Session of the State Assembly.

I FIUTHHT & I T2 FoIC T & SR U8 Geefor fadges off
U fobar Sie|

e Khejri is the official State tree of Rajasthan,
designated in view of its immense value to the desert
ecosystem and rural economy.

POl IO &1 MRIBIRS Ied g&f 8, o 33 It
uifefRufeat = 3R areior srfarawr & srgerta Age & HRUT
ECIRICI

e The order stated that felling of khejri trees would
remain prohibited throughout the State until a new law
comes into force to protect them.

e H Hel T [ Fort Usl B pers QR Ia A a9 a& Uiaaied @7t 9d b St
TR F fog =g

25F. Helicopter

Andaman’s

3EHM & AMUTEE

¢ A Pawan Hans

I AR -TEl g

crashes into sea near
Mayabunder

& U FeepiER s | iR

helicopter carrying seven people,

including two crew
shortly after take-
and Middle

morning.

T HaR 9, foHH
arf R frsa
3B & AT &R
All occupants

gt Harfyay &

Helicopter crashes into sea
near Andaman’s Mayabunder

A Pawan Hans helicopter carrying seven people,
including two crew members, crash-landed in
the sea shortly after take-off from Mayabunder in
the North and Middle Andaman district on
Tuesday morning. All occupants were rescued,
officials said. The incident occurred around 9.30
a.m., and all five passengers and the two crew
members were admitted to hospital. “The
helicopter had taken off from Sri Vijaya Puram
around 8.45 a.m. A preliminary inquiry suggests
a technical snag, following which the pilot made
a crash-landing in the sea,” a senior Civil Aviation
official said. en

members, crash-landed in the sea
off from Mayabunder in the North
Andaman district on Tuesday

Ueh Ua §9 gelieR, ford rd
3 P Yo MW &, TR JaIg
3ISHTH forer & ArTEeR ¥ ¢h-
a1e aYs § $er-ds g Tl

were rescued, officials said.

1 foran man, ifYreTial 3 et
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Does the Data Act dilute the Right to Information Act?
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Union Cabinet nod for ‘Kerala’ to become ‘Keralam’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Tuesday approved the Ker-
ala government’s proposal
to change the State’s name
from ‘Kerala’ to ‘Keralam’,
the name used in the Ma-
layalam language.

The President will now
refer the Kerala (Alteration
of Name) Bill, 2026, to the
Kerala Legislative Assemb-
ly to express its views, un-
der the proviso to Article 3
of the Constitution of In-

dia, a government state-
ment said.

Once these views are re-
ceived, the Union govern-
ment will take further ac-
tion to obtain the
President’s recommenda-
tion to introduce the name
change legislation in
Parliament.

The decision was taken
at a Cabinet meeting
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at its first
gathering at Seva Teerth,
the new complex housing
the Prime Minister’s Office.

The Kerala Assembl
ssed a resolution
seeking name change

on June 2024

The move comes almost
two years after the Kerala
Assembly passed a resolu-
tion seeking the name
change.

The resolution, dated
June 24, 2024, said: “The
name of our State is ‘Kera-
lam’ in Malayalam Lan-
guage. States were formed

on the basis of language on
the 1st day of November,
1956. The Kerala Piravi Day
is also on the 1st day of No-
vember. Since the time of
national  independence
struggle, there has been a
strong demand for the for-
mation of United Kerala for
the people speaking Ma-
layalam language. But in
the First Schedule to the
Constitution the name of
our State is recorded as
“‘Kerala’. This Assembly un-
animously appeal to the
Central Government to

take urgent steps as per Ar-
ticle 3 of the Constitution
for modifying the name as
‘Keralam’.”

The matter was consi-
dered in the Ministry of
Home Affairs and, with the
approval of Minister Amit
Shah, the draft note was
circulated to the Depart-
ment of Legal Affairs and
the Legislative Department
of the Ministry of Law and
Justice, for their com-
ments. These departments
concurred with the propo-
sal to change the name.

25F. Union Cabinet nod for ‘Kerala’ to become ‘Keralam’

BIE BT AT TGADY ‘BIAT’ B P o1 Feg bfa-e BT dodt

e The Union Cabinet on Tuesday approved the Kerala government’s proposal to change
the State’s name from ‘Kerala’ to ‘Keralam’, the name used in the Malayalam language.
FEH BfaAe F WIAAR $) FIA WPR F UATd B Hopt &Y, R 359 &1 9 e |
TEADY ‘BYAT HI Bt a1d A, ) ArdTaHw WIS § UGN 531 S 5 |

e The President will now refer the Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill, 2026, to the Kerala
Legislative Assembly to express its views, under the proviso to Article 3 of the
Constitution of India, a government statement said.

WHR & TP TUM & ITIR AP F Hat (@17 uRad) s, 2026 3t Hva fau=
TUT B Ui A1 T8 U I Iad BR b, YRA & WITUT &b TG 3 S WaUH &
ded|

e Once these views are received, the Union government will take further action to obtain
the President’s recommendation to introduce the name change legislation in

Parli t.
%?&n%%ammamawwuﬁﬁmmm%mmﬁ
PIEATS DN TP WG B ATH URRad=T ST U=T fomar o | |

e The decision was taken at a Cabinet meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at
its first gathering at Seva Teerth, the new complex housing the Prime Minister’s Office.
T fofg wereE T A1 3t sremerar § HfeAe o & forar war, < Jar ftf 7 o7 wed
T3 T gs, I8 191 IRWR U sratad #1wR 3|

e The move comes almost two years after the Kerala Assembly passed a resolution
seeking the name change.
g HeH AT G ATd 916 HTAT 5IF Bd fIUTATHT = T8 gfkaed= &t |7 91ar yRard
ariva far T

e The resolution, dated June 24, 2024, said: “The name of our State is ‘Keralam’ in Malayalam
Language. States were formed on the basis of language on the 1st day of November, 1956.
39 TR, fEAId 24 S, 2024, F FH71 71 “GAR T HT A1 HTATAH UTHT & IRad’ § | a1
BT TS UINT & STYR W 1 deR, 1956 DI fam |

e The Kerala Piravi Day is also on the 1st day of November.
Fa IR feaw ot 1 TdR &Y g SiTan 21

e Since the time of national independence struggle, there has been a strong demand for
the formation of United Kerala for the people speaking Malayalam language.
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e Butin the First Schedule to the Constitution the name of our State is recorded as

‘Kerala’.

AfpT T T Uuw ! & N IS BT A BT ool 2|

e This Assembly unanimously appealed to the Central Government to take urgent steps as
per Article 3 of the Constitution for modifying the name as ‘Keralam’.

g oy adawfa

Minister Amit Shah, the draft note was circulated to the Department of Legal Affairs and

I FT WHR A i et 8 fF ag wfRu_ & gD 3 &
IR ‘BYAW & ¥ H 0 dga- & ¢ gid HeH 3o/’

e The matter was considered in the Ministry of Home Affairs and, with the approval of

the Legislative Department of the Ministry of Law and Justice, for their comments.

g I I8 HATerd | faared= ot ofR WAt aif¥ra =g @t
e & AU 3R ST 3R =g Warerd & faurf faum &) 379 faart & fog v mn)

e These departments concurred with the proposal to change the name.

39 faurT 3 9TH Sge & T § YgHfd ouad Sl

Does the Data Act dilute the
Right to Information Act?

Why is a blanket exemption to any information which relates to personal information problematic?

Rangarajan. R

‘The story so far:
he petitions challenging the
amendment to the Right to
Information (RTD) Act that
provides blanket exemption for
personal information, through a section
in the Digital Personal Data Protection
(DPDP) Act, has been referred to a
Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court.

How was the DPDP Act framed?
‘The Supreme Court in Puttaswamy (2017)
had declared the right to privacy as a
fundamental right primarily under Article
21 (right to life and liberty). It is also an
overarching right that includes freedom
of speech and expression (Article 19). In
this judgment, the court had directed that
the government must put forth a data
protection regime.

The government had constituted a
committee under the chairmanship of

Justice B.N. Sri Krishna to deliberate and
report on the data protection framework.
The committee submitted its report and a
draft Bill on data protection in July 2018.
Subsequently, in August 2023, Parliament
passed the DPDP Act, 2023. The DPDP Act
provides the legal framework for the
protection of personal data of individuals
(known as data principals) which they
share with other persons, companies and
government entities (data fiduciaries).

What is the controversy?

The RTI Act, 2005 was enacted to provide
citizens with the right to seek information
from public authorities. Section 8(1)(j) of
the RTI Act stipulated that information
which relates to personal information, the
disclosure of which has no relationship to
any public activity or interest, or which
would cause unwarranted invasion of the
privacy of an individual need not be
provided. However, if the appropriate
authority was satisfied that larger public

interest justified the disclosure of such
information, the same could be provided.
Section 44(3) of the DPDP Act amends
section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act. It provides a
blanket exemption to any information
which relates to personal information
without any exceptions. The statement of
objects and reasons while introducing the
DPDP Bill is silent about the aim of this
amendment. It may be inferred that it is
to protect the fundamental right to
privacy of public officials that cannot be
abridged or taken away by parliamentary
law. However, this amendment has been
challenged in the Supreme Court,
through a series of petitions, on the
ground that it is ultra vires the
Constitution. This has now been referred
to a Bench considering ‘constitutional
sensitivity’ of the questions involved.

What can be the way forward?
The Supreme Court has in various cases
viewed the right to information as integral

to Articles 19 and 21. The RTI Act has had
a significant impact on increasing the
transparency and accountability of public
authorities. Previously, the personal
assets and liabilities of public servants,
which they are required to periodically
submit to government, were disclosed by
Public Information Officers under the RTI
Act if it served larger public interest. This
had been used to probe any allegation of
corruption by public servants. However,
with the current amendment, such
information would be declined on the
ground that it is related to personal
information. It enables rejecting requests
concerning even procurement records,
audit reports or public spending on the
premise that it could be ‘personal
information’. The court had remarked

Tl & 9T, UREY A Bl B

THE GIST

-

The Supreme Court in
Puttaswamy (2017) had
declared the right to privacy as
afundamental right.

v
The RTI Act, 2005 was enacted
o provide citizens with the
right to seek information from
public authorities.

-

‘Section 44(3) of the DPDP Act
amends section 8(1)(j) of the
RTI Act. It provides a hlanket

that it might lay down the guidelines as to
what is meant by ‘personal information.’
This is a welcome step. However, the
amendment of the RTI Act through the
DPDP Act, 2023 should be repealed. It
should revert to the earlier position which
allowed the disclosure of personal
information if it fulfilled larger public
interest. This provision already contained
the required proportionate balance,
between the needs for privacy and
disclosure, with respect to the personal
information of public officials.

Rangarajan R is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Courseware on Polity Simplified.
He currently trains at Officers IAS academy.
Views expressed are personal.

25F. Does the Data Act dilute the Right to Information Act?
T Data Act, Right to Information Act ﬁﬂ”)‘qﬁﬁ?m%

e The petitions challenging the amendment to the Right to Information (RTI) Act that provides

ion to any
which relates to personal
information without any
‘exceptions.

blanket exemption for personal information through a section in the Digital Personal

Data Protection (DPDP) Act have been referred to a Constitution Bench of the Supreme

Court.

I BT SAfUPR (SmREtes) siftfam & Tenem, ot fEforea safaama et e
@) arftifera & mrerm st WHeT IR qul ge 21 2, B g 3 areht
AfreTd G HIE Bt Ty dis w1 Joi 7 2|

How was the DPDP Act framed?

SRS siftfras 9 a2

e The Supreme Court in Puttaswamy (2017) declared the right to privacy as a fundamental

right primarily under Article 21.

im I

%rgy'\\am’r(zol?)ﬁrﬁq:ﬂuar%eﬂ‘wﬁa@ﬁ TG 21 F a8 Hiferd
SfrpTR =it fovan
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It also held that privacy is an overarching right including freedom of speech and expression
(Article 19).

39 g8 1t I 3 M=ot T s SifeR @ forad a1 wa sifieafa 3t wadaran
(3G 19) WA B

The court directed the government to put forth a data protection regime.

TG 3 TRBR DI STl W&V TR 1 BT Fdw fea

The government constituted a committee under Justice B.N. Sri Krishna to deliberate on the
data protection framework.

WHR A aragf &t v, fgpeor & sregear & wiifa nfed @1

The committee submitted its report and draft Bill in July 2018.

I = 3ot KA 3iR Titet fadkaes Jars 2018 H U |

In August 2023, Parliament passed the DPDP Act, 2023.

3R 2023 T ¥4g A STt srferfram, 2023 wifkd faan|

The Act provides the legal framework for protection of personal data of individuals (data
principals) shared with data fiduciaries.

Tg HffYom safaaar (Ser fifue) grT A it e fdaa Ser o QRem 8 ST afa veH
IRl 5, o SeT fireg Rt Jured |

What is the controversy?

faare = 82

The RTI Act, 2005 gives citizens the right to seek information from public authorities.
AR&as AR, 2005 ARG B TdSD TG A BRI TR BT ARBR 2T 2
Section 8(1)(j) exempted disclosure of personal information unless larger public interest
justified it.

YRT 8(1)(j) P T8d NG STHBRT BT AT aHt FIaT AT Id g8 Tdwi-1p fod H Ifaa
EIAIRIRS LY

Section 44(3) of the DPDP Act amends Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act.

NS arferfraw Ft URT 44(3) 7 3RS B YRT 8(1)() & T=MeH foa|

It provides a blanket exemption to any information relating to personal information without
exceptions.

Ig AR SR F Yaiftrd fopadt +ff e ) gof ge Tar |

The amendment has been challenged as ultra vires the Constitution.

3 I B WA & faeg sa1d gu g & TS 81

What can be the way forward?

3 &1 /1T 471 g1 HebdT 87

The Supreme Court has viewed the right to information as integral to Articles 19 and 21.

G PIE 2 AT & TUPR Bl 3w 19 3R 21 HT ST ST T 5|

The RTI Act has increased transparency and accountability of public authorities.
R3S AT 3 IrdeifFes Wi N ot yReRiar 3R Slatads! 9eTs 3|

Earlier, disclosure of assets and liabilities of public servants was allowed if it served larger
public interest.

Ugd i Aaeh! @1 Tufy 3R SASINGl &1 AR a9 Traol-db fod | faar ST o1l

This helped probe allegations of corruption.

TN YPTEAR & RIUI &I Jig YHd g5 |

Under the current amendment, such information may be declined as personal information.
FAAM TN & T8 U ATHGRT B! SafRIiTd G- HEHR DT of Yhal g

It may even reject requests on procurement records, audit reports, or public spending.
7z @de Rt aiffde R a1 ardefie o A 9 THHR 1 SRABR B Fabdl 21

The court remarked it may lay down guidelines on what constitutes ‘personal information’.

AT A Wb e fas a8 cafaara Ear & uiume R f=n-Fdw S wedr gl
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e The amendment of the RTI Act through the DPDP Act, 2023 should be repealed.

SISt s, 2023 & HTew @ SRETSMS YR B R fohar 1 =1igw

e The earlier position allowing disclosure if it fulfilled larger public interest should be restored.
Ugd &) U T8Td gl lfeT o a8 ATdei=iep fed & o ¥Hd Tl

e That provision ensured a proportionate balance between privacy and disclosure
regarding personal information of public officials.

IE VI o+ ISR &1 T THBRI & Fay T Mu-ger iR g & a9
Tdfera saawT gAYd HRar o1l

GS Paper Il: Governance,

TOPICS COVERED | 25 February 2026

25F | SC suggests PMAY benefits for Haldwani occupants

TR A gegr ARl & e dieaeas ey ggme

25F. SC suggests PMAY benefits for Haldwani occupants
et A gegr PR & Rie owgars @y geme
e Additional Solicitor General Aishwarya Bhati, for the Railways, said a flooding Ghaula River
habitually disrupts railway operations in a region known as the doorway to the hills of
Uttarakhand.
YAd B 3R Y sifafed WifeiRier swRa Tyt Ut 3 Fe fas 9iar 7 &1 IR-aR d1¢ ST
ITRRGS BT U1 & §R & U o1 o arel 45§ Yo Sarer o1 Frafid &0 3 e
IRATRI
e Striking a balance between development requirements and the human element behind, Chief
Justice Kant suggested the State acquire alternative land under the PMAY for the
rehabilitation of the evictees.

faer &Y smaxawdarsil 3R AMd d@ & g Iga s gU, I et @i 3 gaa faan
{3 T PMAY & T8d §eTT ST aTa @R & GarT & e devfedas YA siftmifgd o

e Instead of monetary compensation, the amount could be used for construction of homes
which were equivalent to those the evictees had to leave behind.

ie® Garrast & I, R HT JUANT 34 @RI & FHior & forg fvar o1 w1 § St gerg o
IS AN DY B TS TR & TSR g

GS Paper Il: International Relations

TOPICS COVERED ‘ 25 February 2026

25F | Modi’s Israel visit faces headwinds

MY BT IORISA SIRT YA TG BT JIHT ST &

25F | Cong. slams PM’s Israel visit amid West Asia tensions

109 1 uf¥H TR 9919 & §= fien & gerisd i @t e &t

25F | An Israel visit — its strategic, economic, regional impact

VRIS AT — S9PT I0HITa®, e, &=ftg gvma

25F | India’s trade strategy in a multipolar world

TgYda fay ¥ URT ! AUR IS
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Modi’s Israel visit faces headwinds

Netanyahu's plans to announce a *hexagonal alliance’ with India, Greece, Cyprus, and some unnamed countries against ‘both radical Sunni and Shia

axes’ will be watched closely by those likely to feel targeted, including Iran, Tiirkiye, Saudi Arabia and Qatar; all of which have complex ties with India

NEWS ANALYSIS

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

s Prime Minister
ANarendra Modi
prepares for a stan-

dalone visit to Israel on
Wednesday to upgrade bi-
lateral relations, its timing
faces geopolitical head-
winds.

While defence and se-
curity, labour and trade, Al
and technology, and IMEC
project connectivity will be
at the top of the agenda for
his meetings with Israel
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, the outcomes
will go beyond bilateral
agreements to their sym-
bolism and the message
they send to the wider
West Asian region.

Over the course of the
24-hour visit from Wednes-
day, most of the engage-
ments planned will see the
leaders together. Mr. Neta-
nyahu will receive Mr. Mo-
di at the airport in Tel Aviv,
and they are expected to
travel together to Jerusa-
lem. Apart from bilateral
talks and press statements

25F. Modi’s Israel visit faces headwinds

Mt BT SRS SRT Al BT HIHAT Bl @

¢ Netanyahu’s plans to announce a ‘hexagonal alliance’ with India, Greece, Cyprus, and some

on Thursday, they will at-
tend a private dinner, an
innovation event, a visit to
the Yad Vashem Holocaust
memorial museum, and
possibly a meeting with the
diaspora in Israel, billed as
an interaction with the “In-
dian-Jewish” community
settled there. Mr. Modi will
address the Knesset.

‘Hexagonal alliance’

In particular, Mr. Netanya-
hu’s plans to announce a
“hexagonal alliance” with
India, Greece and Cyprus,
and some unnamed Arab,
African and Asian coun-
tries against “both radical
Sunni and Shia axes”, will
be watched closely by
those countries seen to be
targeted, including Iran,
Tiirkiye, Saudi Arabia and
Qatar, each of which has
historical and complex ties
with India. Any announce-
ments on trilateral cooper-
ation between India, the
UAE and Israel during the
visit will also have an im-
pact in the region, where
UAE-Saudi tensions are
rising.

“The intention here is to
create an axis of nations
that see eye-to-eye on the
reality, challenges, and

g,
.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with hns Israeli counterpart, Benjamin

Netanyahu, in 2018. FILE PHOTO

goals against the radical ax-
es, both the radical Shia ax-
is, which we have struck
very hard, and the emerg-
ing radical Sunni axis,” Mr.
Netanyahu told his cabinet
on Sunday while announc-
ing Mr. Modi’s visit. The
comments came just as
U.S. Ambassador to Israel
Mike Huckabee said in an
interview that it “would be
fine” if Israel were to take
control of most of the bibli-
cal Middle-East or West
Asia, leading commenta-
tors to draw a link between
the remarks.

To travel to Tel Aviv, Mr.
Modi will also have to navi-

gate U.S. President Donald
Trump’s threats to attack
Iran, both literally and figu-
ratively, amid a U.S. mili-
tary build-up and withdra-
wal of personnel from key
bases across West Asia.
While attacks do not ap-
pear likely this week, given
Iran-U.S. talks on Thurs-
day, it must be remem-
bered that U.S. strikes on
Iran’s nuclear facilities in
June 2025 took place even
as negotiations were ongo-
ing. Facing questions over
India’s travel advisory ask-
ing citizens in Iran to leave
the country, Foreign Secre-
tary Vikram Misri said on

Monday that the Prime Mi-
nister’s security would be
ensured in the event of
bombardment of Iran. Ho-
wever, New Delhi would al-
so have to consider the op-
tics of being caught in the
crossfire between Iran and
Israel, just as Mr. Modi will
be standing shoulder to
shoulder with Mr.
Netanyahu.

The visit could affect In-
dia’s ties with Iran directly,
a country that borders
South Asia and has long of-
fered India energy and
connectivity options. In
deference to Mr. Trump’s
sanctions, the Modi go-
vernment stopped import-
ing Iranian oil in 2017.
Trade and investment de-
clined subsequently, and
more recently develop-
ment of the Chabahar port
terminal has been cur-
tailed. In January, New Del-
hi put off the scheduled vi-
sit of Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi.
Later this year, New Delhi
is expected to host the
BRICS summit, where Ira-
nian President Masoud Pe-
zeshkian will be invited.

Mr. Modi’s visit, the first
since the two-year Israeli
war on Gaza in which more

than 70,000 were Kkilled,
also coincides with Israel’s
plans to extend control ov-
er more territories under
the Palestinian Authority
in the West Bank, which
has sparked international
condemnation. India was
hesitant to join a statement
at the United Nations,
eventually signed by 100
countries criticising Israel’s
violations of international
law over the plans, and the
Indian mission signed it a
day after it was announced
at a joint press conference
by dozens of diplomats.
When asked last week, the
Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson blamed the
Palestinian mission and
others for proceeding too
early with a statement that
was not “jointly
negotiated”.

However, the govern-
ment did not explain why it
delayed, while many coun-
tries signed immediately.
Mr. Modi’s talks with Mr.
Netanyahu will also be cru-
cial, given the U.S. “Board
of Peace” plans for recon-
struction, administration
and peacekeeping of the
Gaza Strip, and India’s de-
cision to participate as an
observer.

unnamed countries against ‘both radical Sunni and Shia axes’ will be watched closely by
those likely to feel targeted, including Iran, Turkiye, Saudi Arabia and Qatar, all of which
have complex ties with India.
Ae=aTg DI Ao, Ford YR, T, TRUN 3R $T ST <= & Y BRINIA AR B
HI0T =M 8, ST 3T ot 3R R gat & Ryem g, 37 2= gR1 skt J 7t st

YRd & 1Y Sifed ey |

o  While defence and security, labour and trade, Al and technology, and IMEC project
connectivity will be at the top of the agenda for his meetings with Israel Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, the outcomes will go beyond bilateral agreements to their symbolism

and the message they send to the wider West Asian region.

s T&T 3R GRET, 44 3R ATIR, TS

3R M, ofiv IMec ufasn wafdefadt

Gﬂ%gﬁﬂgﬁﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬁ&lﬂﬁﬂﬁ%@ﬂéﬁ%@@%ﬁﬁémaﬁ gfvom fgueia
Al I 3 S 3R 7P U PIS Hewd 3R Jaw - ufey TR &= & ugang|

e Mr. Modi will address the Knesset.

ot MY FHHe 1 Felfd BT

‘Hexagonal alliance’

e In particular, Mr. Netanyahu’s plans to announce a “hexagonal alliance” with India, Greece

and Cyprus, and some unnamed Arab, African and Asian countries against “both
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radical Sunni and Shia axes”, will be watched closely by those countries seen to be
targeted, including Iran, Turkiye, Saudi Arabia and Qatar, each of which has historical and

complex ties with India.

R =g ¥, ot Ae=arg B Ao, R YR, W iR Ieu iR 6 3Fd 34, 3npidt
3R RS T2 & Iy RN SR BT HISuN M 7, ‘i 39 gat 3R R yaEr &
s, 39 <= gRT aiet J T sl forg afeard AT ofran 8, S $v9, g, 9ahdt R
3R HaR WA &, FFP URd & 1 et ik wifed ey &

e Any announcements on trilateral cooperation between India, the UAE and Israel during the
visit will also have an impact in the region, where UAE-Saudi tensions are rising.
SR YR, UAE 3R SoRTS & s FAuaia a8aiT iR &13 i 9von &3 & guTa Sren), Sigf
UAE-T&d) a1 5 &1 2|

o “The intention here is to create an axis of nations that see eye-to-eye on the reality,
challenges, and goals against the radical axes, both the radical Shia axis, which we have
struck very hard, and the emerging radical Sunni axis,” Mr. Netanyahu told his cabinet on
Sunday while announcing Mr. Modi’s visit.

g1 3TST I8 ¢ b =0 T Ueh 318 T ST S aRdfdebdT, Frlfaal 3R el ol I gal &

s T U ¥ S, 31 39 Rar ¢fa, for IR g9 950 Sl YR a1 8, SR IHRaT gan

%}T{Eﬂ 3fd,” ot ATaTg 7 AR B 3T BfaAe &) wamr, o I8 A A F SR BT T
|

25F. An Israel visit — its strategic, economic, regional impact

SRS AT — SHPT U@, e, &g gHTa

An Israel visit — its strategic, economic, regional impact
TP

he West Asian region is staring at the

possibility of its worst ever military

conflict with one of the largest

American military buildups in the
Persian Gulf. Iran is defiant and has refused to
bow down to ‘unreasonable demands’ from the
United States. Concurrently, in Gaza, although
the ceasefire has held since October 2025, the
prospects of lasting peace still look remote. In
addition, emerging fault lines in the region are
drawing allies such as the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) and Saudi Arabia into opposing military
blocs.

In the midst of such an uncertain security
situation, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to
undertake a two-day visit to Israel (February
25-26, 2026). This will be Mr. Modi’s second visit
to Israel, following his historic first visit in July
2017 - the first by any Indian Prime Minister.
Notably, this is a standalone visit with no
engagement with Palestinian Authority
leadership, highlighting India’s success in
“de-hyphenating?” its Israel engagement.

The question, however, that arises is why this
visit? What role can India play in this fragile
security situation in the region? With India and
Israel facing similar security threats, how can
they take this very important partnership
forward?

Convergence in a security partnership
Surrounded by hostile neighbours and as victims
of frequent terror attacks, both countries have
often sought convergence on security and
defence issues. According to the Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI),
India has been Israel’s largest defence customer
for several years, accounting for about 34% of
Israel’s total arms exports between 2020 and
2024. The cooperation has gradually progressed
from imports to joint development and
technology collaboration.

Over the past few decades, Israel has provided
India with a number of cutting-edge technologies,
weapon and surveillance platforms such as
unmanned aerial vehicles, missiles, special forces
equipment and radar systems. The Barak-8 air
and missile defence system, co-developed by
India and Israel, is one such success story. During
Israel Defence Minister Benjamin Gantz’s visit to
New Delhi in June 2022, there was the
‘India-Israel Vision on Defence Cooperation’ for
enhancing cooperation in the field of futuristic
defence technologies. In November 2025, India
and Israel signed an agreement to deepen
cooperation in defence, industry and technology,
including the sharing of advanced systems to
support joint development and production.

For India, there were lessons from its
experience in Operation Sindoor (May 2025) —
the need for a strong and impregnable air
(including anti-drone) and missile defence shield
under Mission ‘Sudarshan Chakra’. There are
inputs that there could be special focus on it
during Mr. Modi’s visit including the procurement
and co-production of the ‘Iron Beam’ —a

£
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going far
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diplomacy

100kW-class high-energy laser system capable of
intercepting drones, rockets, and mortars
efficiently and cost-effectively. There are also
reports that Autonomous Guard, an Israeli
company has signed a deal with an Indian private
defence firm valued at approximately $$1.9
million, which would cover the supply of
advanced surveillance and threat-detection
systems, specialising in sensor-based observation
technologies.

The science, technology and innovation link
India has benefited immensely from Israel’s
success in modern technology and innovations,
especially in agriculture, water and electronics.
There are more than 35 Centres of Excellence
(CoE) in India which are focused in high quality
and high-density production of flowers,
vegetables, fruits (mango, citrus, litchi, date
palm, pomegranate), and beekeeping. Water
management technologies too are critical,
especially with many water-scarce areas in India.
MASHAV, Israel’s Agency for International
Development Cooperation under Israel’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, signed agreements with
Haryana in June 2022 and Rajasthan in December
2024 to collaborate on integrated water resource
management and capacity building. With
Artificial Intelligence (AI) rapidly emerging as a
key driver of modern technology, it is expected to
become a focus area in future bilateral
cooperation and innovation initiatives.

Israel-India bilateral trade is often
overshadowed by security cooperation. It,
however, remains a significant pillar of
engagement. India is Israel’s second-largest
trading partner in Asia, with bilateral trade
reaching $3.75 billion in FY2024-2025. While
merchandise trade continues to be dominated by
diamonds, petroleum and chemicals, the
partnership is expanding into electronics,
high-tech products, communications and medical
equipment.

In September 2025, during the visit of Israeli
Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich, India and
Israel signed a Bilateral Investment Agreement.
This was followed by the signing of the Terms of
Reference for a Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
during Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal’s visit to Israel in November 2025. With
India having recently concluded several
significant trade deals, the FTA with Israel could
gain the necessary momentum during Mr. Modi’s
visit. Israel is also keen to establish arrangements
and exemptions for Indian infrastructure
companies to participate in building critical roads
and ports. Additionally, similar to India’s
agreement with Russia, Israel may pursue a deal
to facilitate “human mobility” to attract skilled
Indian talent.

Another key aspect to watch during the Modi
visit is the progress of the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC).
Announced at the G-20 Summit in Delhi in
September 2023, this intercontinental
connectivity project holds strategic significance

for both countries. Although the Gaza conflict
had temporarily stalled the initiative, there is now
arenewed sense of urgency to advance it. Recent
trade agreements with the European Union,
Oman, and the UAE are expected to boost trade
in both value and volume, creating the need for a
shorter and safer transport route. With the Suez
Canal route vulnerable to disruptions from
regional conflicts, IMEC could provide an
alternative, secure corridor to Europe. But
achieving lasting peace in Gaza remains crucial
for the project’s success.

Gaza peace process and regional dynamics
Discussion on the Gaza peace process is a definite
likelihood. During the recent ‘Summit’ of the
Board of Peace, presided over by U.S. President
Donald Trump on February 19, 2026,. more than
50 countries participated, with some pledging $7
billion in funding and others committing troops
to the International Stabilisation Force. India
attended as an observer and has not yet defined
its role in the process. Given India’s strong ties
with both the Gulf region and Israel, discussions
may include potential avenues for India’s
involvement in Gaza.

Both leaders are also expected to discuss
regional dynamics in depth, including
developments in Iran, given the potential
implications of conflict for India and the wider
region, particularly with regard to India’s energy
security. India’s hosting of the 2nd India-Arab
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting (IAFMM), in January
2026, along with Mr. Modi’s visits to Jordan and
Oman (December 2025), and the visit of the UAE
President in January 2026, demonstrate the
careful balance that India has forged in the
region. This sets the stage for a constructive and
realistic discussion on various regional issues
during the visit.

Ahead of the Modi visit, Prime Minister of
Israel Benjamin Netanyahu tweeted this: “we will
create a ‘hexagon’ of alliances around or within
the Middle East. This includes India, Arab
nations, African nations, Mediterranean nations
(Greece and Cyprus), and nations in Asia ...The
intention here is to create an axis of nations that
see eye-to-eye on the reality, challenges and goals
against the radical axes, both the radical Shiite
axis, which we have struck very hard, and the
emerging radical Sunni axis.”

India, however, does not necessarily see things
in the region from this lens. How India reacts to
such a proposal, given how close India’s ties are
with countries in the region, will also be a thing
to be watched.

Mr. Modi’s visit is being closely watched, as
India and Israel are at pivotal points in their
journeys. Despite domestic differences, the two
have built a strong strategic partnership over the
past decade. Mr. Modi’s address to the Knesset —a
privilege usually reserved for U.S. Presidents —
and his visit to a Jerusalem innovation centre
highlight the visit’s significance. It is far more
than routine diplomacy, with potential long-term
implications for both countries and the region.
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The West Asian region is staring at the possibility of its worst ever military conflict with one
of the largest American military buildups in the Persian Gulf.

uf3m elRrrs &7 oA Tad a3 YU A= Wad &1 A1 R W61 8, STel IRy 3t @igt
T 53 MR A0 suTas B J Ud /T S|

Iran is defiant and has refused to bow down to ‘unreasonable demands’ from the United
States.

?ﬁ%%ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁm&ﬁﬁmﬁ‘ﬁ%ﬁ%&ﬁgﬁﬁmmﬁm
|

In addition, emerging fault lines in the region are drawing allies such as the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) and Saudi Arabia into opposing military blocs.

TP 3@, &8 T IUR N T o Tgad 3Re TRTA 3R T3hdl 3Ra &I favieh
A= e A T G

Notably, this is a standalone visit with no engagement with Palestinian Authority
leadership, highlighting India’s success in “de-hyphenating” its Israel engagement.

a9y =U ¥, 78 U Taa g 2 g fbferei=h writieur & 9@  $1E gared T, st
YRA B! SORISA JaHl B “3e UgdTT S & Jhaldl &I g2id g

Convergence in a security partnership

& AR F fi=Ror

Surrounded by hostile neighbours and as victims of frequent terror attacks, both countries
have often sought convergence on security and defence issues.

ATl TSRl § R IR AR STa®t gHE! & RIGR 8H & HRUT, GHI =N SRR &
3R T&T e TR IFRRO &} JAI BT

According to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), India has
been Israel’s largest defence customer for several years.

WIPIH TSI i STHYTT HRIT & 3JHR, HRA B5 Iu 4 SERISA PT T TS
&1 ATEP W1 8

Accounting for about 34% of Israel’s total arms exports between 2020 and 2024.

2020 ¥ 2024 & d1d FURISA & P gIUAR frata &1 T 3496 3

The cooperation has gradually progressed from imports to joint development and
technology collaboration.

Tean §iR-4R mard ¥ sgor Sgad AP ok Mt Jgan de uga T gl

Over the past few decades, Israel has provided India with a number of cutting-edge
technologies, weapon and surveillance platforms such as unmanned aerial vehicles,
missiles, special forces equipment and radar systems.

U230 7 @] §, FURIE 3 YR & $3 YIS a1, AR 3R AR yonferat o
HHeRIed gaTs ared, frrsd, faRiy 96 SuSRuT 3R TSR wuIrel! UgH &1 81

The Barak-8 air and missile defence system, co-developed by India and Israel, is one
such success story.

YR 3N IRISH gRT Igad U ¥ A Rid sR1e-8 arg i frrga e vomeft = & v
Q! &1 eI 8

For enhancing cooperation in the field of futuristic defence technologies.

gt 3ezg Hfaw &t Tem menfifeal & a3 o ggan s Ul

In November 2025, India and Israel signed an agreement to deepen cooperation in
defence, industry and technology.

qGER 2025 H, HIR 3R STRISH 3 I&T, ITUNT 3R MNFHT 7 g &1 781 A & forw
TP JHSA W g&eR Ul

Including the sharing of advanced systems to support joint development and production.
foro viged faepry 3R Iaure & I0d= 33 & fae Sora wonferal &) Trgn &1 i g

For India, there were lessons from its experience in Operation Sindoor (May 2025) — the
need for a strong and impregnable air and missile defence shield.

YR & forg, SIToR= RigR (@8 2025) & 34T J IRa firclt — T Aoigd SR 3w a1g 8k
forTga Y& era &t SaxgwdT|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page:l. 2



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

e Under Mission Sudarshan Chakra.
o= ge=i=r 9 & dgdl

¢ Including the procurement and co-production of the Iron Beam — a 100kW-class high-
energy laser system capable of intercepting drones, rockets, and mortars efficiently and
cost-effectively.

o maR= 919 &1 Wi SR ¥8-IdTe WM § — T 100 fatare 3@-Sul aor yomedt
S g1, Fbe 3R AR o yurdt iR frwmrd 671 J A T 71

e There are also reports that Autonomous Guard, an Israeli company has signed a deal with
an Indian private defence firm valued at approximately $1.9 million.
RO & SR, SMeHIHT TS TS Th SoRIgd! BU-T 4 Th YR foft T&m du-t &
T U 1.9 faiferas ster &1 awshar fean g

e  Which would cover the supply of advanced surveillance and threat-detection systems,
specialising in sensor-based observation technologies.
o Iaa AR iR WaRT-vg=m= vonfer &1 smyfd e 7, St AaR-menfa sraeie-
ad-tet o vy

The science, technology and innovation link
g1, TN 3R FaTaR Wew

¢ India has benefited immensely from Israel’s success in modern technology and innovations,
especially in agriculture, water and electronics.

YR 7 SURTSA &1 3MYFAF dhiip 3R TaRR] Bt hardl ¥ Ay &0 J $f, ot 3R
AT~ & &7 H SAfid aY ISR B |

e There are more than 35 Centres of Excellence (CoE) in India which are focused in high
quality and high-density production of flowers, vegetables, fruits (mango, citrus, litchi, date
palm, pomegranate), and beekeeping.
YRA T 35 W 3 IpTAT $% ¢ Sl I UG 3R I T SdTed R Hisd §, S B,
s, wa (3MH, W W, A, TeR, 3FR) 3R TYARS Ure|

o Water management technologies too are critical, especially with many water-scarce areas
in India.
T Yeed qp-1d ot Teayul € fARveR URd & s oa-YheIRd &3 A

e MASHAV, Israel's Agency for International Development Cooperation under Israel’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, signed agreements with Haryana (June 2022) and Rajasthan (December
2024).
ARG, S SURT3d & A= HATerd & Sidld SRS fasra JganT woieh 8, A givaren
2022) 3R IR (fRHaR 2024) & Iy JHE fbu|

e To collaborate on integrated water resource management and capacity building.
o1 IExa Tafhd a0 JATU YA 3R &ran fafor ) 9gai a1 5|

e |srael-India bilateral trade is often overshadowed by security cooperation.
FORTSE- MR fEUela SaTuR /R YR&T G & HRUI BT H I8 AT 8

e It, however, remains a significant pillar of engagement.
R 1ff g el &1 U Heayul Ty o1 g3 ]

e Indiais Israel’s second-largest trading partner in Asia, with bilateral trade reaching $3.75
billion in FY2024-2025.
YR TR H $eRTEE BT g1 aH I81 ATUIRS URiER &, $fR fgueia AR foe adf
2024-2025 ¥ 3.75 3R STeR dd Ugdl|

e While merchandise trade continues to be dominated by diamonds, petroleum and
chemicals, the partnership is expanding into electronics, high-tech products,
communications and medical equipment.
el avg IR F onft oft R, AR ofk T v §, 98 WISieR) saee e, I
AF-IDt TS, WAR SR Fafhe Iusvr a6 TR R W@ 5

e In September 2025, during the visit of Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich, India and
Israel signed a Bilateral Investment Agreement.

R 2025 H, R & fow A AIeTee W B A F GRM, YR 3R IR 1 Th
feuefia fa=r awgid w gweR feul
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This was followed by the signing of the Terms of Reference for a Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) during Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal’s visit to Israel in November
2025.

& T1¢ AR 2025 H A0y T IR At gy Mae &t 3oR1Sd a1 & SR Yad TR
oA & e o @t 2l W gwaner fbu o)

With India having recently concluded several significant trade deals, the FTA with Israel
could gain the necessary momentum during Mr. Modi’s visit.

BT 8t H %3 He@yul TR JHEGl & 918, FURISH & TIY Yo SATUR JHSNT erH= &
AT & SR ATTLIH Tl U HR Tl 7

Israel is also keen to establish arrangements and exemptions for Indian infrastructure
companies to participate in building critical roads and ports.

SORTSE HRATT SERET HUFY & o1y oTaeuTy 3R B UM B Bl 35 & alieb A
HEAYU HSd! 3R SETTel & Ffor & Y 3 9 |

Additionally, similar to India’s agreement with Russia, Israel may pursue a deal to facilitate
‘human mobility” to attract skilled Indian talent.

TP SR, FTF & Y YR & T P! 0%6, SURBA A YRATI UFaHIST BT b id
PR & o “wr=a nfe=ftaar o gH §7H &7 THiar HR 9ol |

Another key aspect to watch during the Modi visit is the progress of the India-Middle East-
Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC).

TS I & GRM o8- A Th 39 T Ug e HRd-Aed Yd-gR1v e e &t uifd 5|
Announced at the G-20 Summit in Delhi (September 2023), this intercontinental connectivity
project holds strategic signie cance for both countries.

RideR 2023 ¥ feet # smaiford sit-20 RraR T @e § 9ifd I8 SiaRHgEIu™ Yus uRareH T
S =i & fore urifas de@ @t 8|

Recent trade agreements with the European Union, Oman, and the UAE are expected to
boost trade in both value and volume.

TR T, SNAT 3R Tt 3R R & 1Y gfern IR THEd SATIR & Hed 3R AT
S Y FeTaT oA B Iufie B

During the recent ‘Summit’ of the Board of Peace, presided over by U.S. President Donald
Trump on February 19, 2026, more than 50 countries participated.

B1d 81 H 19 WRal 2026 S1 AN APUfc SIHTTS g8 &1 sregar # Smaifeid as offts i
RreR e ¥ 50 & aiftre g=i 3 1 feran

With some pledging $7 billion in funding and others committing troops to the International
Stabilisation Force.

o po Al A 7 SR STer B! fawiy Weradl & 3R 39 3 Sy fRufievor sa & forw
AFE U 1 are b

India attended as an observer and has not yet defined its role in the process.

YR 3 Tiderd & T T U forn ofR st I 39 ufgean o oot yffrest aa g &1 g

Given India’s strong ties with both the Gulf region and Israel, discussions may include
potential avenues for India’s involvement in Gaza.

WIS &F 3R FRISH S & 1Y HIRA b Horgd Taell B o gu, Fafef § el & yRd &t
GyTfd yftreeT Tnfiret 8wt 81

India’s hosting of the 2nd India-Arab Foreign Ministers’ Meeting (IAFMM) in January
2026, along with Mr. Modi’s visits to Jordan and Oman (December 2025), and the visit of the
UAE President (January 2026), demonstrate the careful balance that India has forged in the
region.

ARt 2026 & GERT HRA-3R4 fae Uil @Y S5 31 Aoar, 9 g gy &1 die+
IR A (FGEaR 2025) TATY SR WYF SR HRTA & APURT (F=a’t 2026) F IAT, 39
& H YR gRT ST 7T Tger &I S § 1

A ‘hexagon’ of alliances around or within the Middle East, includes India, Arab nations,
African nations, Mediterranean nations (Greece and Cyprus), and nations in Asia.

R R, 3RT 3, A &, YHOANRIG &1 R 3iv argy) ok oS o
RIIECE

The intention here is to create an axis of nations that see eye-to-eye on the reality, challenges
and goals against the radical axes.
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DT 35T 3 ¥ BT TH YR &1 § ot pgrudt YRl & Raams arafadwdr, gfaal sik
A& R THHA Bl

e Both the radical Shiite axis and the emerging radical Sunni axis.
s pgudt fRrar gt 3R U Sevudt ot 4t I Wit B

e Mr. Modi’s address to the Knesset — a privilege usually reserved for U.S. Presidents —
highlight the visit’s significance.

TUTTHA BT e I HallyT — St STHIR IR 3Afvat Igufadl & e smiga fadwier
— S YA & WEd I &id &

e His visit to a Jerusalem innovation centre further underlines its importance.

ISP EAH TaMR Hg Bt I Yl 395 Agd P X@ifpd Bl gl

e Itis far more than routine diplomacy, with potential long-term implications for both countries

and the region.

g I Fe-ifd I Fal e g 3R gl 3= a1 851 & oy Srdapiferes guma Radr g1

India’s trade strategy in a multipolar world
VOB

ndia’s recent global trade strategy aims to
l boost exports and strengthen its position as a

leading global trade partner. This has
resulted in ambitious free trade agreements and a
stronger presence in key international economic
forums. In 2023, India updated its Foreign Trade
Policy (FTP) with the goal of increasing exports to
$2 trillion by 2030, reinforcing a framework of
strategic autonomy that supports sovereign
decision-making while engaging major global
powers. According to the Department of
Commerce’s 2025 Year-End Review, India
recorded a 6.05% annual increase in total exports
— merchandise and services combined — reaching
$825.25 billion.

A shift in approach

For many years, India adopted a cautious
approach to free trade agreements (FTA),
engaging primarily with economies that were
similar in structure and stages of development. In
recent years, however, New Delhi has shifted toa
more proactive trade strategy, pursuing intensive
negotiations and concluding comprehensive FTAs
with major developed economies that were
previously beyond reach. According to recent
estimates, India’s network of FTAs is projected to
cover nearly 71% of its total export basket by 2026
— an extraordinary increase from approximately
229% in 2019. This rapid expansion reflects a
decisive shift away from primarily regional trade
arrangements toward deeper integration with
advanced economies such as Australia, the the
European Union (EU), the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), the United Kingdom (U.K.) and the United
States, signalling India’s broader strategic
ambition to integrate into global value chains and
high-value markets.

A major development in India’s trade
diplomacy is the India-EU Free Trade Agreement,
signed on January 27, 2026 after nearly two
decades of negotiations. Described as “historic”
by European Commission President Ursula von
der Leyen, it creates a vast free trade zone
covering nearly two billion people.

The agreement reduces or eliminates tariffs on

Chandrajit
Banerjee

is Director General,
The Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII)

Free trade
agreements and
trade reforms
are key to
propelling
India’s exports
and global
presence

over 90% of traded goods, boosting market
access for Indian exporters, especially in textiles,
leather, pharmaceuticals, chemicals, and marine
products. It enhances India’s competitiveness
against exporters such as Bangladesh and
Vietnam. The FTA also removes tariffs on many
pharmaceutical exports, strengthens regulatory
cooperation, and lowers production costs by
easing access to advanced European machinery
and inputs. It is also expected to foster digital
trade, boost investor confidence, and strengthen
long-term economic resilience. Widely regarded
as the “mother of all deals”, the agreement
represents a transformative boost to India’s
export ecosystem and marks a decisive shift in
India’s broader global trade strategy.

The deal with the U.S.
Early in February 2026, India and the U.S. signed
a framework for an interim agreement on
reciprocal trade, restating their commitment to
advancing negotiations on a broader U.S.-India
Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA). The interim
framework is designed to progressively reduce
tariffs across a range of products, thereby
facilitating greater Indian exports to the U.S.
market and enhancing overall market access.
The agreement also prioritises strategic
collaboration in critical sectors such as rare
earths and semiconductors. This cooperation is
expected to support India’s ambitions in
high-technology manufacturing, reinforce its
electronics export capacity, and strengthen its
emergence as a reliable global hub for electronics
and semiconductor-related production. By
diversifying export destinations and reducing
overdependence on specific markets, the pact
enhances India’s strategic and economic
flexibility. Strategically, India’s recent global trade
agreements collectively signal a major shift
toward enhancing its role as a leading player in
the global trading system. This shift is visible
across four key dimensions. First, deeper
engagement with advanced economies such as
the EU and the U.S. provides India with
preferential access to some of the world’s most

25F. India’s trade strategy in a multipolar world

TEYAIT fay # URT &1 UR oI

¢ India’s recent global trade strategy aims to boost exports and strengthen its position as a
leading global trade partner.

Ay IR U &1 I2 2y Frafa gemT oIk W &1 sryft 3fye =R

YRA DI

YRieR & =9 & Hoigd SR8 |
e This has resulted in ambitious free trade agreements and a stronger presence in key
international economic forums.

lucrative and high-demand markets. Such access
is expected to significantly strengthen India’s
export potential and global market presence with
benefits flowing to labour intensive sectors
integrating the Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises into the Global Value Chains. The
agreements are across continents that reinforces
India’s strategic attempt to diversify and not
become overly dependent on any single
geography.

Second, FTAs reduce barriers on both exports
and imports of intermediate goods, enabling
Indian firms to integrate more effectively into
global supply chains and improve their global
competitiveness. This integration is especially
beneficial for high-growth sectors such as
technology, electronics, pharmaceuticals and
services, all of which depend heavily on seamless
cross-border movement of inputs and
components.

Third, trade agreements serve as strategic
instruments for enhancing India’s diplomatic
influence. By establishing deeper economic
interdependence with major powers, India
strengthens its role in global economic
governance and positions itself as a more
influential voice in shaping trade norms and
standards.

At the core

India’s evolving global trade strategy is central to
its ambition of becoming an economic
superpower and achieving Viksit Bharat. After
opting out of the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership, India adopted a calibrated
approach — boosting domestic manufacturing
through production-linked incentives and
infrastructure expansion while deepening global
integration. Trade agreements with Australia, the
EU, the UAE, and the U.K. aim to expand market
access, attract investment, and diversify exports.
By strengthening supply chains, promoting digital
and services trade, and integrating into global
value chains, India seeks to scale high-value
exports and position itself as a leading force in
global commerce.
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$HP URUTHER™Y Hglchigl Yo STUR FH3ila SR T SRRTgHa Jrmfifes wel o weigd
JuffcT &1 B

e In 2023, India updated its Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) with the goal of increasing exports to
$2 trillion by 2030.
2023 ¥, YRd A 370 fae=r sarurR fifa o1 srose foan, o d&d 2030 @@ 2 fefera=t ster
frafa 9w g Rl

e Reinforcing a framework of strategic autonomy that supports sovereign decision-making
wh|le engaging major global powers.

WAl & &id &I ASigd Sl 8, off T dfed Wfdadl & I IS gu o

ﬁqu fmfor &1 g Fxar g1

e According to the Department of Commerce’s 2025 Year-End Review, India recorded a
6.05% annual increase in total exports reaching $825.25 billion.
arforsy faumT Y 2025 qufd Tften & SHUR, YR A $a afa & 6.05% aiffe gf ast ot
3R Tg 825.25 3RE STeR dd Ugd T

A shift in approach
H ggara

e For many years, India adopted a cautious approach to free trade agreements (FTA).
F3 quf de, HRd A Yo SATUR [Nl & Uid Tad eRHIor so=m|

e Engaging primarily with economies that were similar in structure and stages of development.
TR T Y 37 a3l & Wiy JS1a 3T forep! TR 3R A TR 99 31

e Inrecent years, however, New Delhi has shifted to a more proactive trade strategy.
BT & aut 8, 75 fAwet 7 oifie afeha AR Yuritfer 3o 81

e Pursuing intensive negotiations and concluding comprehensive FTAs with major developed
economies.
T ardiefl & A1y ¥ U s R srfarawisyi & W aud Yo STuR gHEiid fhu 7|

e According to recent estimates, India’s network of FTAs is projected to cover nearly 71% of its
total export basket by 2026.
BIferaT SAMT & SUR, 2026 T% YR & Heod HATUR HHFNG STb H afd &1 T 71%
PR B

e An extraordinary increase from approximately 22% in 2019.
S 2019 T TAHIT 22% F SRTYRU GG B

e This rapid expansion ree ects a decisive shift away from primarily regional trade
arrangements toward deeper integration with advanced economies.

Ig g fodR T U ¥ &= ATuR SaawT § geah SAd srdoaawitai & Iy e
TP Bt 3R F&Ad P G 3|

e Such as Australia, the European Union (EU), the United Arab Emirates (UAE), the
United Kingdom (U.K.) and the United States.

S SR, RV HY, Tga $RT HRTE, gATgeS fhirew iR Wiga Isa sy
¢ Signalling India’s broader strategic ambition to integrate into global value chains and high-
value markets.

Ig A gou Janail 3R 3= HeU ISR} § THIdd g1 Bt HRd & U IUMHIdS
HEATHIAT P Gl 3|

e It creates a vast free trade zone (India-EU) covering nearly two billion people.
g AL &t 3RE AN Bl HaR = ara fa=ITe God SATUR & §1d1 5 |

e The agreement reduces or eliminates tariffs on over 90% of traded goods.

g THIIT 90% W 3iftres rafed avgait U Yo B! HH A1 JHE FHR 5|

e Boosting market access for Indian exporters, especially in textiles, leather,
pharmaceuticals, chemicals, and marine products.

Tyl I@rel ¥l
e It enhances India’s competitiveness against exporters such as Bangladesh and Vietnam.

Ig aiare R 3R faraasm SR Fafde! & garea YR @ ufaauieredar e g |
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The FTA also removes tariffs on many pharmaceutical exports, strengthens regulatory
cooperation, and lowers production costs.
g qrEidl &S il frafal & Yo gerdr 8, FramIs WedhT & Hoigd ol § 3R IdTeH
AN HH Bl 5|
By easing access to advanced European machinery and inputs.

I GRIAT WAL 3R 391Ye a% Ugd S gl g
It is also expected to foster digital trade, boost investor confidence, and strengthen long-
term economic resilience.

Tg fEforee R 3! sgrar &, v Ay e ik Srde e snfife fRRar i
ol B

Widely regarded as the “mother of all deals”, the agreement represents a transformative
boost to India’s export ecosystem.

Y AUS ¥Y F W Jrghal $t S 771 o1 | 3R 98 YR & fAafa wifRufest a
@1 URadTHR sgrar a1 3

Early in February 2026, India and the U.S. signed a framework for an interim agreement on
reciprocal trade.

TRARY 2026 B! YHHTA T, HIR 3R Tgad Tsd ARSI 7 RTINS HTIR W TH Ay
T & foT o | e |
Restating their commitment to advancing negotiations on a broader U.S.-India Bilateral
Trade Agreement (BTA).
TW YRd- 3R fgueha sarar gweia W ardf & 3 9 &) ufdagd Qevs

I
The interim framework is designed to progressively reduce tariffs across a range of products.
Tg Sfaiw T fafts IdTel WR Y[el B hifid U ¥ HH T & oY &8 15 7 |
Thereby facilitating greater Indian exports to the U.S. market and enhancing overall market
access.
forod et IR ® YR frafa &t sgrar B ok wow e uga & guR g
The agreement also prioritises strategic collaboration in critical sectors such as rare earths
and semiconductors.

ggﬂn@mﬁu@ﬁﬁﬁawaﬁwaﬁﬁwmnﬁm@wm
|

This cooperation is expected to support India’s ambitions in high-technology
manufacturing.
Ig Tedin S=-venfiet fafemfor & uRd @t Agcarasiensit H gHd= &
Reinforce its electronics export capacity and strengthen its emergence as a reliable global
hub for electronics and semiconductor-related product|0n

Ig gadel-1ad frafd &t & Togd S 3R Fadei—ay quT sidarde Idre- & oy
ﬁw:ﬂué%éo—sﬁwﬁumaﬁwﬁﬂ@waﬁwm|

By diversifying export destinations and reducing overdependence on specie ¢ markets, the
pact enhances India’s strategic and economic flexibility.

ata viqent & fafduar ) 3R Ay IoRl R FRar gerer U8 IHgidr 4Rd &t JuHae
3R e F=fieru= serar gl

Strategically, India’s recent global trade agreements collectively signal a major shift toward
enhancing its role as a leading player in the global trading system.

IS FY ¥, YR & SIferT dfye TR IHeid 34 af¥ye samur yomedt & srroft faerst
F TUH WIMT A B 32 H 93 d¢d1d &1 Jdbd ad 7

This shift is visible across four key dimensions.

Ig dedd IR U@ Al & fiars a3

First, deeper engagement with advanced economies such as the EU and the U.S. provides
India with preferent|al access to lucrative markets.

Ugdl, QAU TY 3R SAf¥eT ot Iad srfarawiat & Y TR ST YR Bl ATHBRY
ISRI de ALy ug™ UeH S 3|
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e Such access is expected to strengthen India’s export potential and global market
presence.
U ugg ¥ YRd &t frafa emar 3R afye ok SufRufa Horgg 811 &t 3ufie 3

o With benefits flowing to labour-intensive sectors integrating the Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises into the Global Value Chains.
o yu-weTe &3 3Tk YgH, 7Y Ud Heaw S & afYe Jou gt o Thipd Ha |
Y SR

e The agreements are across continents that reinforce India’s attempt to diversify and not
become overly dependent on any single geography.
T T fafta wergidt # et § St WRa & fafadtezor & v & Hofgd $Rd § iR fdh teh
& W A R & samd g1

e Second, FTAs reduce barriers on both exports and imports of intermediate goods.
IR, Yo ATIR Jeid aid SR aeaadf awgeii & Smad IR 91U HH IR g |

e Enabling Indian ¢ rms to integrate more e ectively into global supply chains and improve
their global competitiveness.

R YR Sutar A 3ff H 9gR THIHU R I 3R 31 Afye
yferguferear 9g1 9 | ST

e This integration is especially beneficial for high-growth sectors such as technology,
electronics, pharmaceuticals and services.
g TSIl (o= &0 ¥ Mefire!, gaaei-a, shufd iR Jar &3 & fau arvaRl g

e All of which depend heavily on seamless cross-border movement of inputs and
components.
S 3Ye 3R UTdh! & YA HHT-UR TaRTHA | 1R & g

e Third, trade agreements serve as strategic instruments for enhancing India’s diplomatic
influence.
TRRT, AR THSIA YRA & FeHad THTT $I 961 & 018 UMD A 5 |

e By establishing deeper economic interdependence with major powers.
U faadl o 1 T AT RS RATUd Hb |

¢ India strengthens its role in global economic governance and positions itself as a more
influential voice in shaping trade norms and standards.
R 3y e e & sot YffresT ToTgd FHRaT § SR STUR AHEs) 3R AFd! &
3MHR 7 H THIGIT 3MTaTS & Y H R 8T g

At the core
a4

e After opting out of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership, India adopted a
calibrated approach.
&g e Sffe Wt ¥ a18R 81 & 91, YR A Igferd e oA

e Boosting domestic manufacturing through production-linked incentives and infrastructure
expansion while deepemnga%?obal integration.

JATGH-STUTRT MATEA! SR aRa AR & W1y ¥ o faf=mtor &) 9grar 3d gu
AP THIBRU BT TR b

e Trade agreements with Australia, the EU, the UAE, and the U.K. aim to expand market
access, attract investment, and diversify exports

a@ﬁm TR 9, 'ﬂ“gaamalﬁm gATges fTeH & Iy IHd 9TR Ugd
der, Faw ereffa 3 ok Frafa fafa e &1 daa @ B
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25F | Centre increases MSP for jute by ¥275 per quintal
F% A 9 & forw Msp 2275 ufd féhea Teman
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25F | Attracting talent positioned abroad

fac=r # fya ufaurse #) sneffa s

25F | The evolving nature of trade agreements

YR GH3ial @1 fawfyd gidt uspfa

ENEmMMN 25F. Centre increases MSP for jute by ¥275 per
Centre increases MSP for quintal

iute by 2275 per quintal &% 1 S & e MSP 2275 ufd févea Temn

(Té’(f&'fi;}f;ff n"};’;‘:ﬁ;ﬁ;’ %;Zi‘?‘;ﬁfja‘;id e The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA),
the minimum support price (MSP) of raw jute for ~ after a meeting on Tuesday, increased the minimum support
2026:27 by 2275 per quintal over the previous 1 rjce (MSP) of raw jute for 2026-27 by ¥275 per quintal over the

season. The new rate is 35,925 per quintal. .
Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini ~ PIe€vIOUS season.

Vaishnaw said the increased MSP would benefit %ﬁﬁz’ a;‘aﬂ' 3.[\|'T-|' ga-,—.-ﬁhas m (CCE A) 3[ W ﬁ Th

jute growers in States such as West Bengal and

Assam. Prime Minister Narendra Modi said the aw a; diq ﬁ 313'3'7 ﬁfq W W?h W (MSP) 2026-27 a;
Centre was leaving no stone unturned to make ﬁ.rq ﬁl@ﬁ o ot (SRl -ﬁ[ 7275 -qﬁ m C| ﬁ-q-[ |

the lives of jute farmers easier. A statement X K
issued by the government said the revised MSP, e The new rate is 35,925 per quintal.

for TD-3 grade raw jute, would ensure a return of 'qﬁ[ m
61.8% to the farmers over the all-India weighted :rs: a¥35,925 % !

average cost of production. e Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said the increased MSP would benefit jute growers in States such
as West Bengal and Assam.

AT 3R JRo Tt Sifyit dwra 3 wet i Sgmr mr MsP ufdw dre SR S oY ISt
T ge frami o forg ARt ghm |
e A statement issued by the government said the revised MSP, for TD-3 grade raw jute, would

ensure a return of 61.8% to the farmers over the all-India weighted average cost of
production.

WHR gRI ART T §AT H FHgl T/ b TD-3 IS Fed ¢ & forg W=NfAd MSP i &l g¥
YRA & 3d ST AT WR 61.8% et gRfda |
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Attracting talent positioned abroad
s

hen Washington
imposed a
one-time
$1,00,000 fee on
the issuance of new H-1B visa
petitions in 2025, the move did
more than unsettle young Indian
engineers based in the U.S. It also
forced skilled professionals to
reassess the cost of their American
aspirations and compelled
companies to reconsider where
they source and retain talent.

A geopolitical earthquake
triggered by the Trump
administration has also coincided
with a moment when India is
looking for its best talent
positioned abroad to think and act
Swadeshi and consider reinvesting
in India. Macrotrends in this
regard have all been adversely
positioned over the last 10 years,
given how poorly India’s domestic
private investment scenario has
been despite the best government
efforts. Recent government signals
indicate a structured push to
re-engage India’s global talent
through initiatives including
Global Access to Talent from India
(GATI), eMigrate V2.0, Visiting
Advanced Joint Research (VAJRA)
Faculty Scheme, and the Know
India Programme. Senior officials
have urged overseas professionals
to “return and reinvest” amid
global visa uncertainties.

State-level experiences

A common paradox in India’s
major metropolises is that while
they excel at building startup
ecosystems, they remain
unliveable for families of
returnees. Maharashtra continues
to be the nation’s largest startup
cluster. It also has a Startup,
Entrepreneurship, and Innovation
Policy (2025). However, because of
the lack of housing subsidies,
school seat guarantees, and
spouse-employment support,
household entry costs remain
high. This offsets declining firm
costs and makes its congested,
expensive cities affordable only to
the wealthy. Delhi draws more
returnees due to its institutional
centrality, proximity to national

/)
Deepanshu
Mohan
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0.P. Jindal Global
University; Visiting
Professor at London
School of Economics;
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University of Oxford.

Geetaali Malhotra and
Aditi Lazarus
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The H-IB
disruption could
catalyse a wave
of innovation if
cities,
universities, and
firms strengthen
social and
research
infrastructure to
retain returnees

labs, policy networks, and
ministries than its entrepreneurial
volume. This benefit is enhanced
by a proposed startup to increase
venture activity. However, Delhi
serves as both a gateway and a
gatekeeper, favouring those with
established institutional capital
due to housing costs and extensive
recruitment networks at
universities and institutes.
Karnataka serves as an example of
structural ambition devoid of
absorptive realism. Its Beyond
Bengaluru and Skill Development
Policy (2025-32) seek to
decentralise growth through
Global Capability Centres in
Mysuru and Mangaluru. However,
“family-readiness” is constrained
by inadequate global research
infrastructure, healthcare, and
education.

These cases are connected by
two empirical insights. First,
States give institutional support
such as incubators, seed money,
and infrastructure priority over
family relocation policies. Second,
mobility studies demonstrate that
while wages draw migrants,
retention is influenced by
networks, spouse employment,
and educational attainment. This
unevenness shows that while
States compete to attract firms,
they rarely plan for people. The
absence of housing, education,
and spousal employment
provisions explains why returnees
often view India as a temporary
assignment rather than a
permanent reintegration.

H-1B policy shift
With nearly 71% H1-B approvals in
FY2024, India’s dominance in the
H-1B visa programme is
unparalleled. This dominance
makes India highly sensitive to
U.S. policy shifts. According to the
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services, in FY 2024, 71% of the
3,99,395 total HI-B approvals were
Indian nationals and 46% of total
beneficiaries held a master’s
degree.

The educational profile of H-1B
holders has also shifted markedly
over time: the proportion of

25F. Attracting talent positioned abroad

facw & fRya ufaursi &1 smeffa

workers with a master’s degree as
their highest qualification rose
from 31% in 2000 to 57% in 2021,
while those with only a bachelor’s
degree declined from 57% to 34%.
Following policy revisions in
September 2025, the U.S.
introduced limited exemptions to
the proposed $1,00,000 filing fee,
particularly for applicants already
in the country who transition from
F-1student to H-1B status. This
provides short-term relief for
U.S.-educated Indian graduates
but affects new overseas
applicants. Shivani Desai, the CEO
of BDO Executive search firm,
estimates that the number of
Indian students from Ivy League
universities seeking positions in
India has risen by about 30% this
year, while senior Indian
executives in the U.S. are
increasingly reassessing long-term
career prospects amid visa
uncertainty. This reversal comes
at an opportune moment. With
1,600+ Global Capability Centres
employing 1.66 million people and
rising U.S. visa costs, conditions
are ripe for a shift from brain
drain to brain circulation.

Retaining talent remains
equally challenging. India’s R&D
investment is merely 0.64% of
GDP, far below the U.S. (3.47%),
China (2.41%), and Israel (5.71%),
due to limited private sector
incentives. This gap reflects both
limited public funding and the
structural composition of India’s
corporate sector.

Addressing this imbalance by
incentivising private R&D
investment and diversifying into
higher-intensity sectors such as
software products,
semiconductors, and advanced
manufacturing will be crucial if
India is to convert the H-1B
disruption into a genuine
innovation dividend. The H-1B
disruption could catalyse a wave
of innovation if cities, universities,
and firms strengthen social and
research infrastructure to retain
returnees. Otherwise, the next
generation of highly qualified
workers will simply pursue their
futures elsewhere.

HIAT

When Washington imposed a one-time $1,00,000 fee on the issuance of new H-1B visa
petitions in 2025, the move did more than unsettle young Indian engineers based in the
u.S.

4§ aIRATe A 2025 H U H-1B 9T aTfaete TR U& IR &1 1,00,000 SIAR J[eP AT,
T HGH - ARSI T 6 ardl JaT IR Sol-aR] & SRR & faa|

It also forced skilled professionals to reassess the cost of their American aspirations and
compelled companies to reconsider where they source and retain talent.

T R URATRY BI 30 AR U B AN W AR $HR 3R Hufat & ag e
IR AR faa i 3§ uferut &1 gl § @ 3R §H1E X |
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A geopolitical eartr]quake

U Y-

Hopq

Through initiatives including GATI, eMigrate V2.0, VAJRA Faculty Scheme, and Know
India Programme.

Y Teed TR ¢ edie 1A SfeaT, $-argdie TRHBRT 2.0, 991 Habed! AT SN A Sfgan
SrdHH|

Maharashtra continues to be the nation’s largest startup cluster and has a Startup,
Entrepreneurship, and Innovation Policy (2025).

HERTY O &1 FaY JS1 WIEHT FAFER 51 g3 & 3R 39D U ¥eTE 3y, IJefar SR
JarR ifd 2025 7

However, due to lack of housing subsidies, school seat guarantees, and spouse-
employment support, household entry costs remain high.

A SraTy AfSY, ¥ HWie TRE 3R Sha=amdt AerR U= ot w1t & SR uRaR
T &I AT 31 gl 5|

This offsets declining firm costs and makes cities affordable only to the wealthy.

Ig Ul B! gedl AN BT IGRTd Bl § IR e Bl Had YaT & e ay S 5|
Delhi draws more returnees due to its institutional centrality, proximity to national labs,
policy networks, and ministries.

feeett oot wRmTa Fsitaan, wgta yarmRmers, Fifa Aead ok darerdl ot fwear &
PHRUT I IO FH= Tl bl B Bl |

This advantage is enhanced by a proposed startup to increase venture activity.

g ATH I AR IgM P URATId WIS J 3R dedi 2

However, Delhi serves as both a gateway and gatekeeper, favouring those with established
institutional capital.

AfP feeelt Uawr gIR SR FriArvrmat <1 &1 IRE ST Bl 5, SR R HRIFTT Ysit aral
@1 TTufirehdr &t B

Due to housing costs and recruitment networks at universities and institutes.

Ig TART ANTA 3R Wil Aead & HRUIgIdl ¢

Karnataka serves as an example of structural ambition devoid of absorptive realism.
FHledh WITHD TE@IDH & BT IGERUI © FIH ATIFTING THIAR & HHI G|

Its Beyond Bengaluru and Skill Development Policy (2025-32) seeks decentralised growth
through Global Capability Centres.

! fyuTs e ok SIvra faera Hifa (2025-32) afye erar Fsl & mem § fAdbdlea
fawr &1 9ed & 5|

First, States prioritise institutional support such as incubators, seed money, and
infrastructure over family relocation policies.

TR U 3 B

Second, mobility studies show that while wages attract migrants, retention depends on
networks, spouse employment, and education.

IR, TR st ST § fob oigt daet warRe &t sreffd v 8, a6t Rid Aedd,
Siigramdt AR SR e R AR HRar gl

This unevenness shows that while States compete to attract firms, they rarely plan for
people.

g ST it § o sy Sigt dufral &) i wa § ufawsf a8, a8t @t & forg
IS &Y 91 & |

The absence of housing, education, and spousal employment provisions explains why
returnees view India as a temporary assignment rather than permanent reintegration.

3mary, fRrem iR Sha=rardt AR graur=il &t HH Fddl ¢ fob ITuE B3 ard YR ! RIRR
g & o STt frrgfa & =0 & gad § |

H-1B policy shift
wI-1491 ifd A agama
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With nearly 71% H1-B approvals in FY2024, India’s dominance in the H-1B visa
programme is unparalleled.

o o 2024 & @MY 71% T-1§ Wpfadi & T, Ta-1dt 99T SRIHHE T YR BT UYG
g gl

This dominance makes India highly sensitive to U.S. policy shifts.

T8 UYd HRA P! fast ifer uftad= & ufy srarfiies Gde=iet sHrar 81

According to the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, in FY 2024, 71% of 3,99,395
total H1-B approvals were Indian nationals.

AN AR ar 3R 3irerer Farait & OR, fa af 2024 # Hd 3,99,395 wa-14
wipfadi & 71% URAH AFTRS 3|

And 46% of total beneficiaries held a master’s degree.

3R o AT & F 46% & URT AReR f&30 <t

The educational profile of H-1B holders has shifted markedly over time.

I & 1Y TI-19) YRD! DI N&fOre Ned § IE-1d dedrd S g

The proportion of workers with a master’s degree rose from 31% in 2000 to 57%in 2021.
TRe f&l aret 4! &1 3uTd 2000 H 31% A qgH 2021 § 57% BT T

While those with only a bachelor’s degree declined from 57% to 34%.

Safds dad HTa® fSW aTat YHD! BT U 57% | TeHR 34% Bl T

Following policy revisions in September 2025, the U.S. introduced limited exemptions to
the proposed $1,00,000 filing fee.

ﬁﬁgﬁmsﬁ#ﬁfﬂ&ﬁﬂﬁﬁ%&ﬁ, SR A UAIfad 1,00,000 SIER BT Y[eh TR A
I

S:;ticularly for applicants already in the country transitioning from F-1 student to H-1B
status.

faRIY U ¥ I 3de®! & fou o g ¥ 3 H § 3R -1 B 4 Ta-1d R A T2 7
This provides short-term relief for U.S.-educated Indian graduates but affects new
overseas applicants.

Tg 3AR®T # RAfaa YR ATa®! 3! HCTBHIAS Ied odl § i AT [IG=N ATdgH! i
JUIId FRaT 5|

Conditions are ripe for a shift from brain drain to brain circulation.

U 3 37 @ 97 Thaw B 3R dgend & 1Y e 8|

Retaining talent remains equally challenging.

UfeTHT BT ST XGHAT 3T Bt CEIREIR]

India’s R&D investment is only 0.64% of GDP, far below U.S. (3.47%), China (2.41%), and
Israel (5.71%).

R &1 SFHYUT TS faerd fa=r st &1 Faa 0.64% B, St 3R 3.47%, 9 2.41%
3R SORTSH 5.71% J HTH! HH g

Due to limited private sector incentives.

Ig el &3 & Hifta vicaei & sRU B
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e Otherwise, the next generation of highly qualified workers will pursue their futures

elsewhere.

3T, 3ol Uit & I= UG Yf¥ep 3o Hiow FEl 3R qarRi|

The evolving nature of trade agreements

US. President Donald Trump’s trade agreements create a new category within established international trade agreements. The fact, however, that these deals

are not in accordance with the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and the World Trade Organization make them legally suspicious

ECONOMIC NOTES

Prabhash Ranjan
.S. President Donald Trump has
signed several trade
agreements with counmes such
as Malaysia, Caml

Argentina, and Bangladesh. These
agreements have been signed under the
shadow of intimidating and illegal tariffs.
The U.S. has also announced a trade
agreement with India, for which the two
sides have issued a jOln[ stalement ’I‘rade

exemplify the legali
international trade relations. But are a].l
trade agreements the same? Can the
India-U.S. trade deal, once finalised, be
compared to India’s recent agreements
with the EU or the UK.?

The U.S. refers to agreements signed by
Mr. Trump as Agreements on Reciprocal
Trade (ART), as opposed to Free Trade
Agreements (FTAS). This creates a new
category in international trade deals,
which now consists of three typologies.

Multilateralism
At the core of international trade treaties
is the robust multilateral trade agreement

blished by the General on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and the World
Trade Organization (WTO). The GATT
untethered the global American project of
creating a non-discriminatory trading
regime firmly grounded in the
most-favoured-nation (MFN) rule (this
WTO rule specifies that if a special favour
is granted to one country, such as lower
tariffs, then it has to be extended to all
other WTO members as well).

The U.S. a

New terms: PM Narendra Modi with U.S. President Trump, at Hyderabad House in New Delhi in 2020. pTi

intricate dispute settlement mechanism.
‘While some view the WTO as part of a
global imperialist state, its
one-country-one-vote principle provides
developing countries with some agency
and an opportunity to forge alliances and
bargain with the developed world.

Preferential trade agreements
while the WTO i a

trading reglme based on

non-discrimis it allows its

trading arrangement, based on an
unconditional MFN rule, due to the
pursuit of trade protectionism during the
interwar years. Further, the formation of
the WTO in 1995 provided an institutional
architecture to this multilateral trade
project. The WTO expanded trade
beyond goods to include services and
intellectual property, and established an

IR JHSNl Bt

AR PR SHTeS

to sign ial trading on
anon-MFN basis. Two such arrangements
are recognised in Article XXIV of GATT —
free trade areas and Customs Unions
(CUs). However, since these arrangements
are an exception to the MFN principle,
they are subject to stringent conditions.
For instance, an FTA creating a free trade
area should cover ‘substantially all trade”
between its constituents. Likewise, a CU

should not only cover ‘substantially all
trade’ but also have a common external

requirement, they provide countries
adversely affected by them with an
opportunity to raise questions and
scrutinise them.

Agreements on reciprocal trade

The ARTs that the Trump administration
has been signing with WTO members are
not signed under Article XXIV of the
GATT. This makes these agreements
legally suspicious. While GATT Article
XXIV-type FTAs have an institutional
linkage with the WTO, ARTs are
completely independent. The most
alarming element of these ARTS is that
they exemplify the Trump
administration’s ‘America First’ trade
policy. While the U.S. continues to impose
tariff rates inconsistent with its WTO
obligations, its trading partner is
strong-armed into either eliminating or
drastically reducing tariff rates on U.S.
goods. Moreover, in addition to WTO-plus
characteristics, these ARTSs contain
several one-sided provisions aimed at
bolstering U.S. interests. For instance,
Article 4.1 of the U.S.-Bangladesh ART
provides that if the U.S. adopts a trade
measure to protect its economic or
national security, and notifies Bangladesh
of the same, the latter, too, in accordance
wilh its domestic laws, shall adopt a

trade policy for no These
stringent conditions aim to make FTAs
and CUs building blocks rather than
i to trade i

Until the 1980s, these arrangements
were not popular among countries.
However, in the last three decades, there
has been a proliferation of FTAs. While
most FTAs are bilateral, some are quite
large, covering 10 to 15 countries, such as
the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) agreement. Many of
these FTAs are WTO-plus, that is, they go
beyond the topics covered by the WTO,
by mcludmg rules on labour,

and foreign i

protection. These FTAs are criticised for
thrusting new obligations on developing
countries. However, as these FTAs are
notified to the WTO as a mandatory legal

25F. The evolvmg nature of trade agreements

faw i 1 ypfa

e U.S. President Donald Trump has signed several trade agreements with countries such as
Malaysia, Cambodia, Argentina, and Bangladesh

TUA

IR F9e fPu g

(ART), as opposed to Free Trade Agreements (FTAS).
, ¢GRI SI&Rd Gl &) Cided i IRWI®a 28 (ART) Hedl e, 7 & Wi ds

e (FTA)I

y restrictive action in
suppon of the former. A provision like
this effectively ties the interests of the
U.S. partner to the U.S. Another key
feature of these ARTs is that they restrict
the data sovereignty of U.S. treaty
partners. For instance, Article 3.4 of the
U.S.-El Salvador ART proscribes El
Salvador from imposing customs duties
on electronic transactions.

In sum, the U.S. ARTs are imperial in
nature. Additionally, because these ARTSs
are not notified to the WTO, other
countries can’t scrutinise them. These
agreements are an attempt to deracinate
trade multilateralism and should be
stoutly resisted by developing countries.

Prabhash Ranjan is Professor and Vice
Dean (Research), Jindal Global Law School.
Views are personal.

THE GIST

v

At the core of international
trade treaties is the robust
multilateral trade agreement
established by the General
Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT) and the World
Trade Organization (WTO).

v

In the last three decades, there
has been a proliferation of
FTAs. While most FTAs are
bilateral some are quite large,
covering 10 to 15 countries,
such as the Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) agreement.

v

The most alarming element of
U.S. President Trump’s ARTS is
that they exemplify the Trump

administration’s ‘America First’
trade policy.

ST T SR FITETQRT S ST b 1Y B

e These agreements have been signed under the shadow of intimidating and illegal tariffs.
T T S a1 SR 37y ¢ ot B/ H fpu U g

e The U.S. has also announced a trade agreement with India, for which the two sides have
issued a joint statement.

AR T UIRE & TTY ATIR FHSNA o+t Tiwon &t 8, s fore SH1 el 3 ve wgeaa
qaaad IR} fHar g |

e The U.S. refers to agreements signed by Mr. Trump as Agreements on Reciprocal Trade

e This creates a new category in international trade deals, which now consists of three

typologles

T SIRRIPTY AR il # e 73 40ft a1cit 8, Foraw sfe i yp 2nfia &1
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Multilateralism

dguéldiq

At the core of international trade treaties is the robust multilateral trade agreement
established by the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and the World Trade
Organization (WTO).

SRRTTTA HAUR ARG & g H e ThAe 31 TR TS ¢S (GATT) iR iy =R
TS (WTO) GRT 1T Hoig SgUeiiy UR e g |

The GATT aimed to create a non-discriminatory trading regime grounded in the most-
favoured-nation (MEN) rule.

GATT &1 I5.xd HGHTT Ifgd SATIR SAGRIT ST U1, Sl Halfire e g (MFN) o w
TR Bl

The MFN rule specifies that if a special favour such as lower tariffs is granted to one country,
it must be extended to all WTO members.

MFN fraa & SR afe fod th 3 &1 &1 SR o faviy Rarad §f ot g, o 98 aeft
WTO H&Hd =il &1 i ¢t gt

The U.S. established a multilateral trading arrangement based on an unconditional MFN
rule in response to trade protectionism during the interwar years.

SAR®T A & fay I & 91 & BT | ATUR WEUETE & siard | fo=1 -rd MAN fFrama =
YT IgUei FHUR TR RAfUd 1|

The formation of the WTO in 1995 provided an institutional architecture to this multilateral
trade project.

1995 H WTO P RITYHT = 39 IgU&i IR GRASHI $I IRITT gia UaH faa|

The WTO expanded trade beyond goods to include services and intellectual property, and
established a detailed dispute settlement mechanism.

WTO  STIR &1 axgaft I 3 dgiah Aarsit 3R difge wuer ae fawaia fear sik te
faxgd faare fAer= o wiftd fean

While some view the WTO as part of a global imperialist state, its one-country-one-vote
principle provides developing countries with some agency.

BT F& ATWTO Pl A THTATE! TG &1 g1 A 8, A SUHT U SRI-UH
die Rygia fawrsia 3 ! $o W ar gl

This principle allows developing countries to forge alliances and bargain with the developed
world.

gﬁﬁ@ﬁ%@ﬁﬂ%&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%&ﬁ%ﬂwmmaﬂﬁﬁ?@éaﬁﬁmﬁwww
|

Preferential trade agreements

T dr ard

AR

Interestingly, while the WTO establishes a trading regime based on non-discrimination, it
allows its members to sign preferential trading agreements on a non-MFN basis.
e U 9, 6l WTO HeHTa-Ifed IR a1 R Il 8, T8 30 I&! dl IR-
MFN 3R TR UTUfArear aTel saTumR Hsia B4 &t 3afd odr g1

Two such arrangements are recognised in Article XXIV of GATT — free trade areas and
Customs Unions (CUs).

Tt G TaRIY GATT & e XXIV & TRl Ut § — o SATUR & 3R SR g
(CU)I

However, since these arrangements are an exception to the MFN principle, they are subject
to stringent conditions.

i T I MFN Riegia &1 siuare §, safoe 3 w3 At & s 8t 1

For instance, an FTA creating a free trade area should cover ‘substantially all trade’
between its constituents.

WQ;T%W, Tkl SHTIR &3 & dTell FTA 30 Yl & siid T THIT HHE ATIR DI Ha
HIAT I
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Likewise, a CU should not only cover ‘substantially all trade’ but also have a common
external trade policy for non-members.

W UBR, CU DI 7 had “TITHIT JHI ATYR® HaR BT AT dich TR-GS| & o1 AMH
et aaraR iy off 8 =T

These stringent conditions aim to make FTAs and CUs building blocks rather than
impediments to trade multilateralism.

T Fs aHl &1 I FTA 3R CU &1 Iguefia samuR & iRy 78} sfews Fufor WS s 8|
Until the 1980s, these arrangements were not popular among countries.

1980 & GRI® b U GRITT =M & did AUy gt o |

However, in the last three decades, there has been a proliferation of FTAs.

e s 9 e & FTA &7 el | fiaR gan 2|

While most FTAs are bilateral, some are quite large, covering 10-15 countries, such as the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) agreement.

el 3T FTA fguela § a8 o o9 € S 10-15 32 & SR HRd 8, 1Y RCEP JHST|
Many of these FTAs are WTO-plus, going beyond WTO topics by including rules on labour,
environment, and foreign investment protection.

370 ¥ B8 FTA WTO-plus §, ST WTO fawal § 3 sgepr 4¥, yafazor iR faesh fFa=r
TR & Fgg wfrd ea |

These FTAs are criticised for thrusting new obligations on developing countries.

39 FTA & 3{TArEAT &1 9Tt § Fifes 3 faprasita ¢ ur Fu e diud 81

However, as these FTAs are notified to the WTO as a mandatory legal requirement,
adversely affected countries can raise questions and scrutinise them.

BT, 9% I FTA WTO Bt Jfad fopg wTa 8, Sfcre Juifad =1 WY 98T 9ad @ iR i
TR qFd 8

Agreements on reciprocal trade

AR

The ARTSs signed by the Trump administration with WTO members are not under Article
XXIV of GATT.

%WWWTOW$wumwARTmGATT%Wxxw% SRt g

This makes these agreements legally suspicious.

Y J S ST 0 & Afewe g1 A %

While GATT Article XXIV-type FTAs have institutional linkage with the WTO, ARTs are

compIeter independent.

gBTGATT TG XXIV UBR & FTA FHTWTO I TRINTT TaiY gl &, dal ART TiI aRE aad
I

The most alarming element of these ARTSs is that they reflect the ‘America First’ trade

policy.

3 ART &1 T fefdroe Ugq I8 8 i 3 «3mifter v s ifd &1 gxifd €1

While the U.S. imposes tariff rates inconsistent with WTO obligations, its partner is forced

to eliminate or drastically reduce tariffs on U.S. goods.

&1 sifket wro et & faudta 2w Tmmar 8, 98t SusT IRier smifvest avgsl wr fw

U T JHTE HA B AR 8ial g |

These ARTSs contain several one-sided provisions aimed at strengthening U.S. interests.

T ART T &8 UHaRWbT UTaUT B1d & o Srf¥a iRl & Hofgd o § 1

For instance, Article 4.1 of the U.S.-Bangladesh ART requires Bangladesh to adopt

complementary restrictive action if the U.S. takes a trade measure for economic or

national security.

IJaTERN & oY, SANDI-TATGRI ART & TG 4.1 P SHIUR Ul AR 3rfdfas o
TR F T HIS ATIR IJURI AT § dl S bl Lﬁwuﬁawmﬁaﬂ:ﬂ
Such a provision effectively ties the partner’s interests to the U.S.

T YTy GHTE 0 I ATSeR & fedl & e A siis a1 8|
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e Another feature of these ARTSs is that they restrict data sovereignty of partner countries.
T ART &1 T 3R fARwar 78 § fob 3 TraieR <=0 &t ST WuYdT $ Jfia a=d g

e For example, Article 3.4 of the U.S.-El Salvador ART prevents El Salvador from imposing
customs duties on electronic transactions.

JEEXUT & fATY, SANPI-Td ISR ART & 356 3.4 & SIUR U AealSR Saaei-id
AT R HHT Yob 8T T TP

e Insum,the U.S. ARTs are imperial in nature.
IR EUH, AR ART THSN GrHTCTATS) Ui & B

e Because these ARTs are not notified to the WTO, other countries cannot scrutinise them.
e T ART WTO Bt g =181 fhT Wra, o/ <=1 5t ofid 181 B qha |

o These agreements attempt to undermine trade multilateralism and should be resisted by
developing countries.

3 FHEI Tgueii TR a1 &) AR B $T TN ¢ 3R 33 faerasia 3= grr
oty fosan s anfywl
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Health Ministry set to roll
out free HPV vaccination
plan targeting girls aged 14

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

25F. Health Ministry set to roll out
free HPV vaccination plan targeting
girls aged 14

WA HATAY 14 79 D 3T B
asfedl o1 aféra gu HPv SaTeeo
T YR= B T BT @

5 e The Union Health Ministry is set to
launch a nationwide Human Papillomavirus
(HPV) vaccination programme targeting girls

Safety shot

The Centre’s nation-wide HPV vaccination
programme targeting girls aged 14 will begin soon
m Asingle-shot of Gardasil, a vaccine that "_é’
provides protection against HPV types WAV
16 and 18, which cause cervical cancer,
and types 6 and 11 will be used

m The vaccination will be voluntary

The Union Health Ministry
is set to launch a nation-
wide Human Papillomavi-
rus (HPV) vaccination pro-
gramme targeting girls
aged 14.

The vaccination will be

voluntary and free of cost,
ensuring equitable access
across socio-economic
groups.

India will use Gardasil, a
quadrivalent HPV vaccine,
for protection from HPV
types 16 and 18, which
cause cervical cancer, and
types 6 and 11.

“Global and Indian
scientific evidence con-
firms that a single dose
provides robust and dura-
ble protection when admi-
nistered to girls in the re-
commended age group,” a
senior Health Ministry offi-
cial said.

“The nation-wide pro-
gramme will target girls
aged 14 years, an age at
which the HPV vaccine off-
ers maximum preventive
benefit, well before poten-
tial exposure to the virus,”
they said.

To ensure uninterrupt-
ed availability and quality,
India has secured HPV vac-
cine supplies through a
transparent, globally sup-
ported procurement
mechanism.

“Under India’s partner-
ship with Gavi, the Vaccine
Alliance, Gardasil vac-
cines, which are approved
by India’s drug regulator
and widely used interna-
tionally, have been made
available for the national
programme. The procure-
ment follows stringent
quality and cold chain
standards, enabling the go-
vernment to provide the
vaccine free of cost to eligi-
ble girls across all States
and Union Territories,” the
official said.

and free of cost. It will be administered
exclusively at designated government

health facilities

=

® Cervical cancer remains the second most ?

common cancer among women in India ﬂ?.r
&

HPV vaccination under
the national programme
will be conducted exclu-
sively at designated go-
vernment health facilities,
including the Ayushman
Arogya Mandirs (Primary
Health Centres), Commun-
ity Health Centres, Sub-
District and District Hospi-
tals, and Government Med-
ical Colleges. Each
vaccination session will be
carried out in the presence
of trained medical officers,
supported by  skilled
healthcare teams, and
equipped for post-vaccina-
tion observation and man-
agement of any rare ad-
verse events.

Common ailment
Cervical cancer remains
the second most common
cancer among women in
India, with nearly 80,000
new cases and over 42,000
deaths reported annually.
Scientific evidence esta-
blishes that almost all cas-
es of cervical cancer are
caused by persistent infec-
tion with high-risk types of
HPV, particularly HPV
types 16 and 18, which to-
gether account for more
than 80% of cervical can-
cer cases in India.

Despite being largely
preventable through vacci-
nation and early screening,
cervical cancer continues
to impose a heavy burden
on women and families.

virus,” they said.

IR T 14 9 3 ST Y SRR B TR BT, aF 3G R W Hpv AT
Sfpan AHYTH ATY USH 1 8, amwaaﬂmﬁaxrq%ﬁagaq%ﬁ 35 Dl

e To ensure uninterrupted availability and quality, India has secured HPV vaccine supplies
through a transparent, globally supported procurement mechanism.

SR IuTIET 3R urar YRR HA & g, YR T HPV T Syfd & uRexRfl, afye
A U WG o7 & A1EH I YRR B g

e “Under India’s partnership with Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, Gardasil vaccines, which are
approved by India’s drug regulator and widely used internationally, have been made available
for the national programme.

HRA DI

“The forthcoming HPV
vaccination programme di-
rectly addresses this chal-
lenge by preventing HPV
infection before it can pro-
gress to cancer,” the
Health Ministry said.

HPV  vaccines are
among the most extensive-
ly studied vaccines world-
wide, with evidence de-
monstrating 93-100%
effectiveness in preventing
cervical cancer caused by
vaccine-covered HPV
types. The vaccine is non-
live, does not cause HPV
infection, and has a good
safety record, supported
by more than 500 million
doses administered global-
ly since its introduction in
2006.

Meanwhile, globally, ov-
er 90 countries are imple-
menting single-dose HPV
vaccination schedules, im-
proving coverage and affor-
dability. Several countries
have already demonstrat-
ed substantial reductions
in HPV infection, pre-
cancerous lesions, and cer-
vical cancer incidence fol-
lowing widespread vacci-
nation.

India’s approach is
grounded in global best
practices, national disease
burden evidence, and exp-
ert recommendations of
the National Technical Ad-
visory Group on Immuni-
sation, a Health Ministry
official said.

aged 14.
$HET WY TAAY 14 T D1 3T B! AdSibal
&) e BId gU ST ggHA
AR (HPV) APTHv FHIHH &
CRC IR

e The vaccination will be voluntary and
free of cost, ensuring equitable access across

socio-economic gro aﬁ?
o {1 Sre, S

fafta Wwﬁbw@%aﬁawu@
A FRar g

o India will use Gardasil, a quadrivalent
HPV vaccine, for protection from HPV types 16
and 18, which cause cervical cancer, and
types 6 and 11.
YR TSRS BT ITAN HAT, S Th aR-
gedh d1al HPV 11 8, HPV UHR 16 3R 18 Y
Hﬁ;w%m S Hafged HIR T HRU S 6,

UHR 6 AR 11 7 i

e “Global and Indian scientific evidence
confirms that a single dose provides robust
and durable protection when administered to
girls in the recommended age group,” a senior
Health Ministry official said.

“IfH 3R YR o+ Ted P I & fs
R St aeigy iR SrdwTiore gRam ue

BT §, 99 S IR 3 T B a—e’W 2l
T ST B, U Iy TR HATerd R
el

e “The nation-wide programme will
target girls aged 14 years, an age at which the
HPV vaccine offers maximum preventive
benefit, well before potential exposure to the

M, & IRNT A & Y IRERT & T84, MSid i, fofe URd & gar s
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GRT SrIHifed e T § iR SIaIPR SR R TS U 4 JUIRT 351 SI1ell &, AP BrishH
& e Iudsy IRIE T & |

e The procurement follows stringent quality and cold chain standards, enabling the
government to provide the vaccine free of cost to eligible girls across all States and Union
Territories,” the official said.
TiE U1 3 TuTaT R X S WP B U et 2, Rl R wl e ok
%wﬁaﬁ@ﬁwmﬁgﬁﬁﬁmmmm% SRR Y el

¢ HPV vaccination under the national programme will be conducted exclusively at designated
government health facilities, including the Ayushman Arogya Mandirs (Primary Health
Centres), Community Health Centres, Sub-District and District Hospitals, and
Government Medical Colleges.

RIS BIIshH & g HPV SbThRUT dhael ATFHT SRBIRT WA Yaemaif o foan S,
TS SITgeAT MR |iR (Ui @y $5), e @ $, Iu-frar 3R frer
AT, 3R IR AfgHd Hicrt AT 5 |

e Each vaccination session will be carried out in the presence of trained medical officers,

supported by skilled healthcare teams, and equipped for post-vaccination observation
and management of any rare adverse events.

T STl O iRifera faferean siftrefeal &t Sufufa o smafsra fasar siem, S g=ra
Ty i gRT 9afdd g, aﬁ?sﬁamw%maﬁmﬁaﬁ?ﬁwﬁmgﬁuuﬁw
HeAT & UaeH o fod Juferd far S|

Common ailment
TR IT

e Cervical cancer remains the second most common cancer among women in India, with
nearly 80,000 new cases and over 42,000 deaths reported annually.
Wﬁmmﬁmﬁw%ﬂ?mm 3TH HIR &1 g1 7, S @4 80,000 7Y
AT 3R 42,000 T 4 ANt & I gof Bt S B

e Scientific evidence establishes that almost all cases of cervical cancer are caused by
persistent infection with high-risk types of HPV, particularly HPV types 16 and 18, which
together account for more than 80% of cervical cancer cases in India.

Ao e RIMd B © b ey §ft Hafsea R & ara S ST ardd HPY
YD P TR HHHUT b PRUIGIA &, (AT Y T HPV UBR 16 31X 18, Sl HRd H
TaisHhd HER P 80% A 3Ifts AMHE! & forw SeR g1

e Despite being largely preventable through vaccination and early screening, cervical
cancer continues to impose a heavy burden on women and families.

EHTHROT 3R RIS THIT o A1H ¥ SRIHIRIG: AHYTH TG giH & raelg, Taisdhd
SR Afgersit 3R IRART IR Yt gt ST 8|

e “The forthcoming HPV vaccination programme directly addresses this challenge by
preventing HPV infection before it can progress to cancer,” the Health Ministry said.

“STRTTEY Hpvmmsﬂzﬁ?ﬁﬁxﬁﬁmm% HPV ThHUI B R § ge

| Ugd APdx,” WY HA A Bl

e The vaccine is nonlive, does not cause HPV infection, and has a good safety record,
supported by more than 500 million doses administered globally since its introduction in
2006.
AT ATA-AT13 §, HPV TshAU 71 T, 3R STHT 3T JR&dT Rapis g, o 2006 T s9&
g & a1e g wR ® 500 Ffera & siftre Rl & w=me @ md e R

e Meanwhile, globally, over 90 countries are implementing single-dose HPV vaccination
schedules, improving coverage and affordability.
T a1, e TR W, 90 3P U THd WRIP HPV S BTHIV HRIHH AN IR 33 8,
I et 3R gaydr o YUR g gl

e Several countries have already demonstrated substantial reductions in HPV infection,
precancerous lesions, and cervical cancer incidence following widespread vaccination.

P 290 3 TS & SUD BTV B §1E HPY TeHwIT MHIR 919, R AdisPd I BI
el # afw o T 2
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and expert recommendations of the National Technical Advisory Group on
Immunisation, a Health Ministry official said.

YRd 1 2101 Ay Falww gutsf, a1 YR A&l ok I At aw-iat
TaATePR T4 1 faiug Rywiiven R sneria ], e W ey Sifier) 3 ol

Panel to probe repeated failures of PSLV, says ISRO
CSIISsT ]

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

A committee that includes
K. Vijay Raghavan, former
Principal Scientific Advis-
er, and S. Somanath, form-
er Chairman, India Space
Research Organisation (IS-
RO), will probe “systemic
issues” underlying the suc-
cessive failures of the IS-
RO’s Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle (PSLV).

While technical commit-
tees probe and submit ‘fai-
lure analysis reports’ when
mishaps occur, this com-
mittee, The Hindu has re-
liably learnt, will investi-
gate questions on whether
“organisational” problems
may have played a role in
the debacles involving the
PSLV.

On January 12, the PSLV-
C62 failed in its mission to
deliver 16 satellites into or-
bit, and crashed into the
sea after the third stage of
the rocket failed to ignite.
This was similar to the May
18, 2025 failure of the
PSLV-C61, in which, too,
the third stage failed to

On January 12, the PSLV-C62 failed in its mission to deliver 16
satellites into orbit as the rocket failed to ignite in the third stage. pTI

fire, destroying as a result
the EOS-09 satellite intend-
ed for the government’s
strategic needs.

The committee mem-
bers consist of experts who
are external to the ISRO,
and are expected to table
their findings to ISRO
Chairman V. Narayanan
before April.

On February 3, The Hin-
du reported that National
Security Adviser Ajit Do-
val, who is also a member

of India’s Space Commis-
sion, visited the Vikram Sa-
rabhai Space Centre, re-
portedly in connection
with the failure of the
PSLV-C62 mission.

“A national-level expert
committee has been con-
stituted and is reviewing
the reason for the anomaly
in the PSLV vehicle,” the IS-
RO said in a statement to
The Hindu.

The PSLV's failures
would be the core focus of

the report, and the com-
mittee would be looking in-
to the processes in the ma-
nufacture, procurement,
and assembling of various
components of the rocket.
This has implications for
other rockets, too, The
Hindu was told, because
they have commonalities.

Report in a week

India’s space ecosystem
now involves several priv-
ate companies and, there-
fore, the probe will not on-
ly be about which part or
component failed, and
who was responsible, but
also whether there is a pro-
cess in place to fix accoun-
tability, and how it may be
improved.

A technical committee
of the ISRO will first table a
report on the PSLV-C62 in-
cident this week, The Hin-
du has learnt through relia-
ble sources.

The ISRO’s historical
response to rocket failures
has been to have a Failure
Analysis Committee probe
the reasons, and publicise
its findings. This, however,

25F. Panel to probe repeated failurg:s of PSLV, says ISRO
PSLV P TR-9R B AdI3 &1 Sid & fore 49d, ISRO A gl

e A committee that includes K. Vijay Raghavan, former Principal Scientific Adviser, and S.

has not taken place in the
case of both the PSLV-C61
and PSLV-C62.

The Failure Analysis
Committee report of the
May 18 mishap was sent to
the Prime Minister’s Office
before the PSLV-C62
launch, but its details have
not been made public.

The Failure Analysis
Committee, constituted by
the ISRO Chairman, is a bo-
dy of experts within ISRO
to lead in the event of a ma-
jor incident. It is expected
to reconstruct the chain of
events leading up to a fai-
lure, and recommend cor-
rective action before the
rocket is cleared to fly
again. The committee
members include experts
within ISRO as well as rele-
vant experts from
academia.

At a press conference on
February 2, the Union Mi-
nister of State for Science
and Technology, and Earth
Sciences, Jitendra Singh,
said that a “third party ap-
praisal” was ongoing.
(With inputs from He-
manth C.S. in Bengaluru)

Somanath, former Chairman, India Space Research Organisation (ISRO), will probe
“systemic issues” underlying the successive failures of the ISRO’s Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle (PSLV).

T giafd o K. faora Iraes, gd ger amfae qareeR, ok S. |-y, gd siwe,

YR 3afver ST WIS (ISRO) WA &, ISRO & UIeR dddrse Al e (PSLV)

DI AR FFHAAIs] & Ui & “Rieffies gg” & g |

e While technical committees probe and submit ‘failure analysis reports’ when mishaps occur,

this committee, The Hindu has reliably learnt, will investigate questions on whether
“‘organisational” problems may have played a role in the debacles involving the PSLV.

9 dop-itert afifoat geerst & 89 IR TheuR TR RUIE duR &l € 3R Udd Hal g,
39 IS, ST fF The Hindu 7 fAyT-a =0 I ST, I8 ST S0 o 0T SIS JHznaff

I PSLV ¥ Feifda srawadrat # Yyt TS 8wl §1

e On January 12, the PSLV-C62 failed in its mission to deliver 16 satellites into orbit, and

crashed into the sea after the third stage of the rocket failed to ignite.

12 A &Y, PSLV-C62 30 fIRM & 16 ITEI &1 Hal & Uga o 3w d IgT, 3R Idbe &

THRIY TR & gt 9 8 & 918 995 H gHeAnRd gl TR
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This was similar to the May 18, 2025 failure of the PSLV-C61, in which, too, the third stage
failed to fire, destroying as a result the EOS-09 satellite intended for the government’s
strategic needs.

g 18 Tg, 2025 $I PSLV-C61 BT 3B & JHM o, forgd +ff iR =1 1 ysaferd =gl
T, o TRBR &1 Y0 axgadrs] & forg RufRa Eos-09 Swrg =78 81

The committee members consist of experts who are external to the ISRO, and are
expected to table their findings to ISRO Chairman V. Narayanan before April.

T & T T fatug & it ISRO & a1edt &, 9iR SHfie &1 oIl § fos o Uit @loll &
3O U ISRO 3HeHeS V. ARTIUM & T Tdd Bl

On February 3, The Hindu reported that National Security Adviser Ajit Doval, who is also
a member of India’s Space Commission, visited the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre,
reportedly in connection with the failure of the PSLV-C62 mission.

3 YA &1, The Hindu = STl fob T Y& AATEPIR Sfoild Stared, St HRd b SHdiel
3N & T Ht 8, 7 faspw IRTHIE W Her &1 3R a1, $Rd U q PSLV-C62 e
P SAGEdT D Hay 7|
“ A national-level expert committee has been constituted and is reviewing the reason for the
anomaly in the PSLV vehicle,” the ISRO said in a statement to The Hindu.

“Teb IPTA-XR1Y =1y AR b1 713 b 71 & 37 98 PSLV T8 H SrETHTRIET & HRU
! THIEN FR @1 7,” ISRO A The Hindu HI TH ST H HgT|
The PSLV’s failures would be the core focus of the report, and the committee would be
looking into the processes in the manufacture, procurement, and assembling of various
components of the rocket.

PSLV B! 3y RUIE o1 g1 g fog givll, oiik Ifiifa Ifdbe & fafia gewl & fmior,
TG iR Haro o ufpansii ot oid B

Report in a week

T& Iurg | R

India’s space ecosystem now involves several private companies and, therefore, the
probe will not only be about which part or component failed, and who was responsible, but
also whether there is a process in place to fix accountability, and how it may be improved.

HRA B! Sfafves wikfRUfae @7 or@ o8 o Hufral &) wfie Hear €, ik 3o wi™
Had Ig -Tel gNT b DA 91 iR a1 e 3w g 3R HiF forfieR T, afess g off fs o
Rrier au H1 &) ufhar diNg § 3R 38 HY JYRT S Tl |

A technical committee of the ISRO will first table a report on the PSLV-C62 incident this
week, The Hindu has learnt through reliable sources.

ISRO &1 dep-ita! A 39 e PSLV-C62 TedT TR Ugd! RUi Ugd &, ST f The
Hindu = fasa-a Hidl J ST

The ISRO’s historical response to rocket failures has been to have a Failure Analysis
Committee probe the reasons, and publicise its findings.

e FHASN W ISRO T UfagRies IR I8 Va1 § fb beulR Tl Hfirdt srRui &t
S &R, 3R Ul Wiel & JdeifAd B

This, however, has not taken place in the case of both the PSLV-C61 and PSLV-C62.
BTdifdh, T8 PSLV-C61 3R PSLV-C62 & A H 151 g gl

The Failure Analysis Committee report of the May 18 mishap was sent to the Prime
Minister’s Office before the PSLV-C62 launch, but its details have not been made public.
18 TS &1 gl i bedR AT ®iid! fuid psLv-c62 A= I Ugd W 43l sratag
1 Ol 718 off, A 39 faaRur rdee TE P T E |
The Failure Analysis Committee, constituted by the ISRO Chairman, is a body of experts
within ISRO to lead in the event of a major incident.

IR B, ST ISRO 1A RT3 &1 718 &, ISRO & HiaR fa=ivwil o1 U
TR | S foret 99 g1 & Ama B g Bl g
It is expected to reconstruct the chain of events leading up to a failure, and recommend
corrective action before the rocket is cleared to fly again.
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Y ITiE 31 ST | o I SRIwedr 9 & ST arell geArsil @1 g@ar o1 gaf-ator s,
3R e P! R J ISH W Ugd GURTHP BIATS DI RIGIRET HXN |

e The committee members include experts within ISRO as well as relevant experts from

academia.

JAfd & IS ISRO & faRiugl & AIY-AIY 3rPpTeiie fagug of i 2nfid &vd g

e At a press conference on February 2, the Union Minister of State for Science and
Technology, and Earth Sciences, Jitendra Singh, said that a “third party appraisal” was

ongoing.

2 R Bl U U 136 |, Heig fagm ik e, aur gt fagm wsu v, Rraw=
Rig, A we1 fos «Fr R &t &1 geaics=1 I 387 1|

Amid DoT push,
WhatsApp appears
to test SIM-binding

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

The online messaging plat-
form WhatsApp appears to
be preparing to comply
with the SIM-binding direc-
tive of the Department of
Telecommunications  is-
sued late last year.

The directive requires
messaging platforms to en-
sure that a user’s regis-
tered SIM card is provi-
sioned on the handset
used to access the service,
and to disable access if it is
not. It also includes a po-
tentially disruptive re-
quirement that web-based
instances, such as What-
sApp Web, be logged out
every six hours.

The directions were is-
sued on November 28,
2025, by the DoT’s Al &
Digital Intelligence Unit,
under its expanded auth-
ority to regulate Telecom-
munication Identifier User
Entity (TIUE) — defined as
any online service that us-
es a phone number as an
identifier.

Meta, WhatsApp’s pa-
rent company, had pushed
back through industry bo-
dies it is a part of, including
the Internet and Mobile As-
sociation of India (IAMATI),
arguing that the measures
could cause “hurdles to the
modern communication
habits such as use of inter-

0y

¥ :
EASES LA™Y
In the latest beta versions, code
references to the SIM-binding
directions have been detected.

national numbers during
travel [or] secondary dev-
ices”.

Beta version

In the latest beta versions
of WhatsApp, code refe-
rences to the SIM-binding
directions have been de-
tected. A Meta spokesper-
son declined to comment
on the development, while
a DoT spokesperson did
not immediately respond
to queries on whether the
direction would come into
force this month as origi-
nally ordered.

The new code, disco-
vered by WABetalnfo — an
independent blog which
tracks changes in What-
sApp’s code often much
before public rollout — in-
cludes a prompt on the
sign-in screen saying, “Due
to regulatory requirements
in India, WhatsApp needs
to check that your SIM card
is in your device”

25F. Amid DoT push, WhatsApp appears to
test SIM-binding

Sl & ga1d & 41, FTreauy @i ¢ fob -
EFET BT THeor FR /T

e WhatsApp may comply with DoT SIM-binding
directive
FTEHTY HYT: DoT P SIM-TSFET =1 &1 vt Hym
e The online messaging platform WhatsApp appears
to be preparing to comply with the SIM-binding directive of
the Department of Telecommunications issued late last
year.
3 TeiTS AT WehiH gTewey U1 id gl & & a8
IS U & 3id # STRI SABIH fIHUTT (DoT) & SIM-
AEFET &= &7 urer A B g IR @B

e The directive requires messaging platforms to
ensure that a user’s registered SIM card is provisioned on
the handset used to access the service, and to disable
access if it is not.

Y & IR AARAT WewH ug ghfd o &
IUAIThdl BT Goiigpd SIM BTS ST e5de TR 8 et
ST Va1 q UgdA & forg foban o @17, SR A WA F
0 Ugd DI A&H B

e Italsoincludes a potentially disruptive requirement
that web-based instances, such as WhatsApp Web, be
logged out every six hours.

T U YU U ¥ e} smaxawar of nfid §
% a9-3menf¥a JFHRUT, I WhatsApp Web, & B8 & o
T TS B

e Meta, WhatsApp’s parent company, had pushed
back through industry bodies it is a part of, including the
Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI), arguing
that the measures could cause “hurdles to the modern
communication habits such as use of international numbers
during travel [or] secondary devices”.

Meta, STCHTY o1 HIq SR, A o I Feral o1 fewan &

I A1 ¥ Ufdfehan &1, SR Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI) 4t =fire
B, SR a fean b 3 U “snyfes TaR 3Mmedl Hf 3rg=m Ual 3 Yhd o, oY fob T P GRM
SRIPTY e BT IUTNT IT HETIP SUBRUN bl SIS |”

Beta version
dteT SqHT
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In the latest beta versions of WhatsApp, code references to the SIM-binding directions have

been detected.

FTEATY & T SteT TPl F SIM-arEfET i & forg #rs Geuf ug mu 8

Scientists confirm HIV capsid is a
good drug target despite resistance

A new study has found that to escape a drug called lenacapavir. HIV has to damage one of its own components, the capsid: the finding reaffirms the belief that the viral caps

isa drugt:

Arun Panchapakesan

n 1987, four years after the

discovery of HIV as the causative

agent of AIDS, scientists reported

the first drug effective against the
virus, called zidovudine. Zidovudine
targeted a viral enzyme called reverse
transcriptase, and prevented the virus
from completing its life-cycle. However,
zidovudine was no magic bullet. It could
hold the virus at bay for a while, but HIV
quickly learned to outsmart it, and the
resulting drug resistance meant many
patients soon lost the drug’s protective
effect.

It quickly became clear why
zidovudine alone would not keep HIV in
check. The virus is prone to copying
‘mistakes’ when it turns its RNA into DNA,
generating endless new variants. Some of
these variants possess the property of
drug resistance. Importantly however,
these changes can’t happen just
anywhere. Some parts of the virus are so
essential to its survival that they must
remain largely unchanged. Altering them
would break the virus itself.

So researchers decided to aim more
drugs at these ‘must keep’ regions, where
the virus has little room to evolve. The
insight led to the development of multiple
antiretroviral drugs targeting different
viral proteins, including reverse
transcriptase, protease, and integrase,

s o

t and that the virus cannot afford to change it too much, opening the door to a new generation of drugs

laying the dation for
therapies that could suppress the virus far
more effectively and durably.

Provocative question

In 1999, a paper in the journal Science
detailed how another protein of HIV,
called the capsid, folds into its unique
protective shape. The study was
important because the capsid is a
structure that protects the virus’s RNA
from the environment. The work
provided the breakthrough to
understanding how the capsid folds into
its unique 3D structure. Soon, the same
team reported that most mutations in the
capsid protein could render HIV
incapable of infecting cells, showing that
it was much more vulnerable than
previously believed.

The discovery raised a provocative
question: if the capsid was so essential,
and so fragile, could it tself be a drug
target? For years, the answer seemed to
be ‘no’. Scientists at major
pharmaceutical companies started
working on potential molecules that could
latch onto the capsid and disrupt its
carefully balanced structure, effectively
stopping the virus in its tracks.

While one candidate seemed
promising, it had a persistent problem: it
didn’t easily dissolve in water. Since
solubility was a basic requirement for
most medicines to circulate reliably in the
body, the researchers had to keep
tweaking it to see if they could improve its
solubility while maintaining its potency.

Avial of irat d Tutu Health
Then, after more than two decades of
persistence, the problem was turned on
its head.

On June 18, 2025, the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) approved
lenacapavir, the world’s first capsid-based
HIV inhibitor. Its poor solubility, once a
liability, became its greatest strength.
Instead of being taken daily, lenacapavir is
injected under the skin of the abdomen
just once every six months, forming a
slow-release reservoir that steadily
delivers the drug into the bloodstream.

The results were astonishing: in clinical
trials, it prevented HIV infection in
high-risk individuals with 100%
effectiveness. Lenacapavir was not a cure
but, as a Science article put it, it may be
the next best thing to an HIV vaccine.

Acting solo

However, one hard-learnt lesson from
four decades of HIV research is that no
single drug has ever escaped resistance.
Given enough time, the virus finds a way,
which is why HIV is always treated with
combinations of drugs and never one
alone.

In a study published recently in Science
Translational Medicine, researchers from
across the U.S., including the
pharmaceutical company Gilead
Sciences, examined viruses from patients
who received lenacapavir as part of
treatment, rather than prevention, and
identified a small set of changes in the

The certainty that viral capsid is
a very good drug target opens
the door to a generation of di
that target the capsid. with the
reassurance that resistance will
come at a high cost to the virus

capsid protein, most commonly involving
positions known that reduced the drug’s
effectiveness.

Importantly, these resistance
mutations emerged primarily when
lenacapavir was acting alone, without
other fully active drugs in the regimen.
When lenacapavir was used in proper

ination therapy, viral i

Masiphumelele Research Site, in Cape Town, South Africa. FLE PHOTO

one of its own components, the capsid,
and that was the cost of its survival.

Shells of other viruses

The study reaffirmed the longstanding
belief that the viral capsid is actually a
very good drug target and that the virus
can’t afford to change it too much. This
certainty opens the door to a new
generation of drugs that target the capsid,
with the reassurance that resistance will
come at a high cost to the virus. With this
proof in hand, researchers can now
explore capsid-focused strategies more
aggressively, combining them with
existing therapies. Beyond HIV, the work
also adds to proof that it’s a good idea for

was largely maintainéd, reinforcing the

to examine the protective
shells of other viruses, which may be

ng: ing rule of HIV that
the virus can escape one blockade but not
many at once.

To test whether the resistance came at
a price, the researchers engineered the
drug-resistant viruses in the laboratory.
‘They took capsid sequences from patients
who had developed resistance, inserted
those exact mutations into a standard
laboratory HIV strain, then watched how
these altered viruses behaved.

The results were striking. Viruses
carrying the strongest resistance
mutations often replicated at less than
20-30% of normal levels, even in the
absence of the drug. In effect, escaping
lenacapavir meant HIV had to damage

imilarly

The four-plus decades of HIV research
are a reminder that scientific progress is
often slow, uneven, and unglamorous. For
years, capsid inhibitors were under
scrutiny and may have even been
abandoned permanently if not for those
researchers who kept at it, unwilling to
abandon an idea they believed the
science supported. If the story of
lenacapavir teaches us anything, it is that
sometimes, breakthroughs are the result
of persistence and not inspiration.
(Arun Panchapakesan is an assistant
professor at the Y.R. Gaitonde Centre for
AIDS Research and Education, Chennai.
arun.panchapakesan@gmail.com)

THE GIST

The capsid is a structure th
protects the virus's RNA fro
the environment

v

Most mutations in the capsic
protein could render HIV
incapable of infecting cells

v

Lenacapavir, the world’s firs!
capsid-based HIV inhibitor, ¢
injected under the skin of the
abdomen once every six

months, forming a slow-rele:
reservoir that steadily delive
the drug nto the bloodstrear

25F. Scientists confirm HIV capsid is a good drug target despite resistance

Wﬁ@ﬁ%mﬂ%w HIV capsid U 33T drug target %

A new study has found that to escape a drug called lenacapavir, HIV has to damage one of
its own components, the capsid; the finding reas rms the belief that the viral capsid is a good
drug target and that the virus cannot afford to change it too much, opening the door to a new
generation of drugs

T U 30 H UTan 747 B % lenacapavir TS gal ¥ s & fofT HIV & 3104 €1 U& "o,
capsid, B JHIF UgAMI USdl §; T BIol 39 a4 BT G Il § b viral capsid T 3BT
drug target 8 3R IRRY 3 9gd 3P dea &I SR Tt IoT Tebdl, o 72 il &1 garsit
& forg I gadT &

In 1987, four years after the discovery of HIV as the causative agent of AIDS, scientists
reported the first drug effective against the virus, called zidovudine.
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1987 ¥, TgH & BRE Tolc P U H TH3ME! B Tol & IR I &1G, ax-eb! - IRy &
e ugel gurdt gar ot Ruid 4, o foretegg = g1
Zidovudine targeted a viral enzyme called reverse transcriptase, and prevented the virus
from completing its life-cycle.

3 T arRd tosH fyad eiafeda &1 aférd foar, ok arRy &1 o9 SitaH-aw%
RIHA I A e
However, zidovudine was no magic bullet.
BT, RTSTeggI i Sigs sar g 4Tl
It could hold the virus at bay for a while, but HIV quickly learned to outsmatrt it, and the
resulting drug resistance meant many patients soon lost the drug’s protective effect.
8 $© JHT I dIIRY B b Jhdl UT, AT TASME AT 7 STed! &1 3 A 1 W3 feram, iR
IF a1 UfeRIY &1 Aad o7 f H3 AR ofeg &1 gaT & YRETHD THTd Bl W 93 |
It quickly became clear why zidovudine alone would not keep HIV in check.
! €t a8 Ty g T b srdre RISIoggl wassdt o Fafia et wa urem|
The virus is prone to copying ‘mistakes’ when it turns its RNA into DNA, generating endless
new variants. !
IRRY 30 ARTAT B ST H IGald I9T TTaferdr - &1 Yghd 1@dl &, o $HRFd 9¢
TSR §1d ¢ |
Some of these variants possess the property of drug resistance.
0 I $B UHRI H gaT UiaRiy &7 07 gl ¢ |
On June 18, 2025, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved lenacapavir,
the world’s first capsid-based HIV inhibitor.
18 S 2025 &1, AT WTer vd Wil WRITH- (THSIY) A AATHUTiaR & T <, St g
P! U RS- TImEdl SaIUF ¢ |
Its poor solubility, once a liability, became its greatest strength.
P! HH gaARIedT, o Ugd HHeIRT Y, IDH! e It dldhd o TS|
Instead of being taken daily, lenacapavir is injected under the skin of the abdomen just once
every six months, forming a slow-release reservoir that steadily delivers the drug into the
bloodstream.
RIS T & T, ATHUTAR BT UC BT G P A1d X T A H $had T IR Suiae ohar STl
8, Fore) T <fivft-Refiet 1SR o 8 o gat &f k- Yaavarg & ugamar |
The results were astonishing: in clinical trials, it prevented HIV infection in high-risk
individuals with 100% effectiveness.
gRome Siem ard 3: feafea e & s S Sifew g afeqal & TasmsdaY YshHur &
100% FHTGRIerdT o 1Y |
Lenacapavir was not a cure but, as a Science article put it, it may be the next best thing to
an HIV vaccine.
ATIHUTIR P13 IS el oI, Afb1 ST 6 AT vt & g1 a1, U8 aeirsdl dRfi &
e ST FaY 3 I g Wbl gl

Acting solo

ST BT

Given enough time, the virus finds a way, which is why HIV is always treated with
combinations of drugs and never one alone.

T 9T fie OR, IRy T WISl 3 €, T8 BRUT g 1 TASMS A BT 3olTol gHRN it &
T ¥ fora ST €, et oft et gar 9 e

Reinforcing the long-standing rule of HIV treatment: that the virus can escape one blockade
but not many at once.

I TIIMTSAY SUAR & dd IHT ¥ AU a0 &1 goiqd 6ar: f iRy ue /)iy 9 a4
Tl §, Afch T 1Y 3 I 7|

They took capsid sequences from patients who had developed resistance, inserted those
exact mutations into a standard laboratory HIV strain.

IB 3 Aol & SIS SgepH forg fSrein ufeRTy fawmiRrd forar am, 3ik 38t SaRad=i &t
T AHS FANTRITE Ta3Tedt T 3 S|
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Left and right

Q: Why don’t
left-handed persons
make up half the
population?

A: There is a neural

basis for handedness
but it is not due to any single part of the
brain.

Hand preference reflects how the
brain organises movement control. In
most right-handed people, the left
hemisphere has stronger control over
fine hand movements and also more
often dominates language. In
left-handed people, these patterns are
more mixed. Studies have found
average differences in how motor areas
are wired and how strongly the two
hemispheres communicate, but these
are trends and can’t be the basis of
diagnosis. In other words, the brain
shows differences that go with
handedness yet there’s no scan or test
that can predict handedness with
certainty.

Second, handedness is partly genetic
but it is polygenic, meaning it is due to
many genes, each with small effects.
Development also matters. Small
prenatal differences in growth or early
brain organisation can tip a person
towards one hand, even with similar
genes. In many places social pressures
have also reduced the prevalence of
left-handedness because children are

q1¢ §TY aTd Al H, 3 U s iy g 3
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Hand preference reflects how the brain organises
movement control KELLY SIKKEMA/UNSPLASH

often trained to write with the right
hand. Finally, while being left-handed
may bring some advantages — like in
direct combat or sports because it is
rare — the world is built for
right-handers, from scissors to desks
with right-handed writing arms, due to
which left-handedness has ‘organically’
stabilised at around 10% in the
population.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

25F. Why don’t left-handed persons
make up half the population?

910 gTY aTel @I STATSY BT ATYT
e =t =18Y 91 ?

e Thereis a neural basis for
handedness but it is not due to any single part
of the brain.

BTY & IUGNT B UTYHHAT BT TS dfAdT
3MYR BlaT g, AP I8 AT & foodll T
R & PR g gl

e Hand preference reflects how the
brain organises movement control.
B1Y 1 yryfierdr ug < © for afrss
Tfafaft fFrEor 3 59 afRd R gl

e In mostright-handed people, the left
hemisphere has stronger control over fine
hand movements and also more often
dominates language.

SHTYHI GTE gTY aTet AT 4, aﬁﬁmﬁ%&j
BT Bt i W eifies fRiEu adr g
AR HTHT IRt YY@ W1 5 |

e Inleft-handed people, these patterns
are more mixed.

e Studies have found average differences in how motor areas are wired and how strongly the
two hemispheres communicate.

ST H U AT § T HeR &5 Bt TREA1 3R Sl el & o YUR & idd | 3nad

IR BBl

e Butthese are trends and can’t be the basis of diagnosis.
W1 T Baa ygfyar § iR Fg &1 SR et 57 Taait |
e In other words, the brain shows differences that go with handedness yet there’s no scan or
test that can predict handedness with certainty.
W T H, AfkTeen 1Y Y WrAfierar ¥ Isfiia 3R faxamar 7, b off T 18 o a1 wteqon
e & o 39 FAfYd wu 9 91 a9 |
e Second, handedness is partly genetic but it is polygenic, meaning it is due to many genes,
each with small effects.
I, BTY B WTUfyaar 31 TU I 3Mgare gt 3, A a5 9g-oi+1 3, i &< ol &
BIC-BIC UHTEl & BRIl 5
e In many places social pressures have also reduced the prevalence of left-handedness
because children are often trained to write with the right hand.

P WM R ATHITD ga1d 3 ) 918 3T & SYART D1 U=a-dl I HH b g R s=i B

SR T8 BTY ¥ e 1 uiyeror i3 ofrar g1

e Finally, while being left-handed may bring some advantages — like in direct combat or
sports because it is rare — the world is built for right-handers, from scissors to desks with
right-handed writing arms.
3fd , Siafes ST8 814 BT ITART $T TH < Jobdl § — oI WY Gopraa a1 Wel § i T8
Y § — gfiar < g1 aral & fore st 8, St ¥ Ao g g1y ¥ foren arelt Al a |

e Due to which left-handedness has ‘organically’ stabilised at around 10% in the population.

9% SR A BTY

gl

JTANT B1 UadT e & T HT 10% TR WiHIfas w0 3 RR &1 78
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The rise of blue: the colour that moved
kings and the royals before poets

An exploration of the historical significance of blue reveals its evolution from sacred symbolism in ancient texts to its cultural impact and

classification in modern society. Newton stabilised colour into a sequence that could be taught, reproduced, and enforced

Satwik Gade

hen Isaac Newton wrote
Opticks, published in
1704, he divided the
colour spectrum into the

now famous VIBGYOR, a set of seven
colours (the decision was not, as such,
scientific because Newton’s choice was
dictated by ‘7’ being a significant number
in alchemy.) What Newton observed was
a series of hues merging into one another,
rather than discrete parcels.

The Irish chemist Robert Boyle, who
inspired Newton through his
experiments, had observed the same
spectrum when he pinched refined
quicksilver in a “syrup of violets”, but
spoke of only five colours. Many of
Newton’s readers were not really sure if
they could tell indigo from blue or violet
at all. And yet Newton insisted that there
were seven. The number was
alchemically significant. It echoed the
musical scale, the number of (visible)
planets, and other harmonies of yore
based on which Newton intended to
structure what we now see as early
modern thought.

Colour was being ordered, and this
ordering was optical and administrative.

Newton, who later served the British
crown as Warden and Lord of Mint,
stabilised colour into a sequence that

could be taught, reproduced, and
enforced.

A journey of the blues

Long before this abstraction, blue
appeared in the Rig Veda, one of the
earliest surviving bodies of liturgy,
through Varuna, the god of cosmic order,
oath, and surveillance. Varuna is
described as syama and krsna (meaning
dusk-coloured and dark), terms that
signal depth and enclosure rather than
surface hue. The Indologist Michael
Witzel has described Varuna as a figure of
an early vedic kingship, a “nocturnal
sovereign” whose power lies in distance,
binding, and the night sky.

‘What is striking is that this chromatic
marker of sovereignty co-evolves with a
profound religious transformation. In the
Mahabharata and Itihasic-Puranic
traditions, syama and krsna become the
most common names of Vasudeva Krsna,
who emerges not merely as a heroic
figure but as the lord of the cosmos itself.
Across this shift, from ritual order of the
vedas to the bhakti of Puranas, blue
remains a sign of totality and command.

The Greek world, by contrast,
hesitated before blue. Karissa St. Clair, in
her book Secret Lives of Colours, notes
that in Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey, blue is
conspicuously absent. The sea is
“wine-dark,” and the colour of the skies is

unmentioned. Nineteenth-century
thinker and politician William Gladstone
famously remarked that Greeks could not
see blue. And of course, this is not true.
Colour theorists and historians have
pointed out that in Homer’s epics, colour
was organised around brightness, texture,
and emotional force rather than hue.

But a few thousand years before
ancient Greece, the value of blue was
negotiated materially through stone, right
from the earliest stages of the Bronze Age.
Lapis lazuli, deep blue and flecked with
gold, travelled thousands of kilometres
from the mines of Badakhshan in
present-day Afghanistan to connect
Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Indus Valley and
China in trans-continental trade.
Archaeological finds at the earliest
agricultural sites such as Mehrgarh and
Bhirrana (6th Millennium BCE) include
lapis beads imported through these
long-distance trade routes. In ancient
Sumer, lapis was sacred to Inanna, and in
Egypt, it adorned divine brows and
funerary masks apart from featuring in
statuettes and seals. Lapis Lazuli marked
divinity because it was rare, costly, and
difficult to command.

Visibility co-evolves with value, but the
tension which separates the two has
always been observable. Even by the early
Bronze Age, Egypt was successful in
locally producing their own synthetic

colour pigments, Ceruleum, from copper,
limestone and silica to reproduce the
colour of lapis — marking the earliest
known instances of synthetic colour
production on an industrial scale under
government regulation.

By the axial age, Mesopotamians were
importing Indigo from distant India to
colour their royal robes in the colour of
Lapis while China created its own
synthetic blue, from barium, copper, and
silicon to colour its terracotta army in
Lapis so the army could serve its emperor
in the afterlife.

‘stimulation of nothingness”

Seen this way, Newton’s spectrum marks
not the beginning of colour, but the final
abstraction of a long process. When blue
became a wavelength, something older
was lost: its connection to effort, danger,
devotion, and power.

In an effort to preserve the values
associated with the colour value, Goethe,
in his Theory of Colours (1804) wrote,
“The blue colour is a kind of
contradiction between excitement and
repose. It is a stimulation of nothingness.
Hence we feel a certain pleasure in gazing
at blue, because it draws us after it.”

Satwik Gade is a Chennai-based writer
and illustrator. This article is part of a
series on the history and development of
colours.

25F. The rise of blue: the colour that moved kings and the royals before poets

I 1 &1 32T 98 T oA Hiaal § uge Iemei iR wEt 9 &) yurfad fean

e When Isaac Newton wrote Opticks (1704), he divided the colour spectrum into VIBGYOR, a
set of seven colours.

T 3ol e A SATORT (1704) forar, O I=IA T WaeH BT VIBGYOR H fauiford fasar, it
T T 1 T g

e The decision was not purely scientific; it was influenced by the alchemical significance of the
number ‘7’,

Tg fufg gt aRE asfe 78T o, 8 TRe 77 & TR Hed § UHTad Tl

 Newton observed a series of hues merging into one another, rather than discrete parcels.
T 7 - TS| & Tl I BT Th-gax | farer=r ¢l

e The Irish chemist Robert Boyle, who inspired Newton, observed the same spectrum but
spoke of only five colours. ]
TR T e arad, S8 gea & IRd far, 3 34 WaeH & a1 IR Had grd [0
DI &1d Bl |

e Many readers could not clearly distinguish indigo from blue or violet, yet Newton insisted
there were seven colours.

H3 U sfET, i 3R Sveit F ofck 7t Rty R ot =g 3 e ¥ R iR e

e The number seven echoed the musical scale, visible planets, and alchemical harmonies.
=T A1 Wit & W@, TR TET SR TR ey 9 gt A

e Newton later served as Warden and Lord of the Mint, stabilising colour into a sequence that
could be taught and enforced.
e a1e T ared iR AlS TP fiie s 3R 1 ) T v & FRR foran oy Ryaman sk g
foar S g |

e Colour ordering became both optical and administrative.

T &1 r FuRRor e iR y=mafe <Ff §=
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A journey of the blues

a3 o e

Long before Newton, blue appeared in the Rig Veda through Varuna, the god of cosmic
order.

YeT Y 9gd Ugd, Bide B a3 & A1eqH I i FT Iead fHear g1

Varuna is described as syama and krsna, meaning dusk-coloured and dark.

I ! AT 3R FT D51 T §, st 3ref Fiegaof 3R Te=1 71

These terms suggest depth and enclosure, not surface hue.

3 TTeg Ydla! T 6] dicth TERTS 3R HTIRVT HT Yobd ol ¢ |

Indologist Michael Witzel described Varuna as a “nocturnal sovereign” linked to early
Vedic kingship.

fagH A faewa A 33U & RS Afew ol ¥ JST “ARABTEN TP Far|

Blue as a symbol of sovereignty co-evolved with religious transformation from Vedic ritual to
Puranic bhakti.

e T Afew SE™ A R Ui a& uififer uRad= & w1 Ja1 e

In the Mahabharata and Puranic traditions, syama and krsna became names of Vasudeva
Krsna.

TETHRG 3R YRTUT URURT & T 3R HW07 aRIST 0T & A1 a1

Blue remained a sign of totality and command.

e 1 Tt SR AT %1 Uit 51 3T

The Greek world hesitated before blue; in Homer’s lliad and Odyssey, blue is absent.

Hies TR & i B AR b UT; TR P ferds 3R NS & idd &1 Iorka 81 7

Material value of Blue before Greece

W A yga i T 31 vifas A5

But a few thousand years before ancient Greece, the value of blue was negotiated materially
through stone from the earliest Bronze Age.

AfbT Ui AT Y $© TR IY U o i T 1 Hod YRS B I H TR & AIEH J
GRE

Lapis lazuli, deep blue flecked with gold, travelled thousands of kilometres from
Badakhshan (Afghanistan) linking Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus Valley and China.

AT ATgelt, TERT e 3R YAEX HUN AT, R (SBIMRAT) ¥ goR! fhaiwiex amn &R
A e, i, Riy ardt eiv 69 & sivear i

Archaeological finds at Mehrgarh and Bhirrana (6th Millennium BCE) include lapis beads
imported via long-distance trade.

Newire 3R PR G491 7d 6t WewTedl) & Riarfas Iedl § det gt & IR ¥ 31T
At 79% fia ©

In ancient Sumer, lapis was sacred to Inanna; in Egypt, it adorned divine brows, funerary
masks, statuettes and seals.

W G & A 391 & forg ufas o, i & 98 e, sifon SR gatel, fomrsit ok
X! H e gl

Lapis signified divinity because it was rare, costly and difficult to command.

A e &1 vcdies o1 =i I8 gety, HE R FPrifia e wfa ol

By early Bronze Age, Egypt produced synthetic pigment Ceruleum from copper, limestone
and silica to imitate lapis — earliest industrial synthetic colour under government
regulation.

YRS SR I I B 7 T, A1 R 3R Raferet ¥ $Hw S Seferm sAmr —
TRETY Faor ¥ Siiefiies TR W $HH 31 61 URMYE IR0 |

By the Axial Age, Mesopotamia imported Indigo from India to colour royal robes like lapis.
3refia g ae AT HIRd A SR ST R ASTHIg Il Y R ST 3 e Tl
China produced synthetic blue from barium, copper and silicon to colour the Terracotta
Army for the emperor’s afterlife.
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‘Stimulation of nothingness’

T B AT

o Newton’s spectrum marks not the beginning of colour but the final abstraction of a long
process.
e HT WaeH T B! YIAT T8 sfeh Th a1 [abry o1 3ifaw srgedar gxifar §1

e When blue became a wavelength, its older links to effort, danger, devotion and power
were lost.

e e e e &, a9 I ufeyw, Tav, Wied iR wfad O R Safy @ |

GS Paper III:

TOPICS COVERED | 25 February 2026

25F |

Show of power

Aerial display: An Indian Air Force Chinook performing at a full dress
rehearsal of Exercise Vayu Shakti - 2026, at the Pokhran Field Firing
Range in Rajasthan on Tuesday, ahead of the February 27 firepower
display. This biennial show underscores the IAF's combat readiness,
precision strike capabilities, and integrated multi-domain
operations.

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS(GS Paper IV and Essay)

TOPICS COVERED | 25 February 2026

25F | Rights group slams treatment of viral Japanese monkey

SfUPR TYE A IR AT §&R & ATY HAAGR DI fHar &t
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Rights group slams
treatment of viral
Japanese monkey
o Enes

TOKYO

The plight of a baby monkey in Japan, who has be-
come an Internet sensation, shows the cruelty of
Z00s, an animal rights group said, as sales of the
plush IKEA orangutan the animal clings to
boomed.

Punch, a baby macaque abandoned by its
mother, shot to stardom after being pictured get-
ting bullied by other monkeys and seeking com-
fort from the orangutan toy at Ichikawa City Zoo
outside Tokyo. “Zoos are not sanctuaries — they
are places where animals are confined, deprived
of autonomy, and denied the complex environ-
ments and social lives they would have in the
wild,” said People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals (PETA). “What some are calling ‘cute’ is
actually a glimpse into the trauma of a young,
highly social primate coping with isolation and
loss,” the group’s Asia director, Jason Baker, said
in a statement. “Until facilities stop treating sen-
tient beings as attractions, animals like Punch will
continue to suffer in captivity,” Mr. Baker said,
calling for Punch to be moved to a “reputable
sanctuary, where he could live in a more natural
environment”.

Meanwhile, Swedish interior furnishings giant
IKEA, the maker of the orangutan soft toy, said it
was seeing “unprecedented” interest and “signifi-
cantly” higher sales than usual.

In an update on Punch’s plight on Sunday, the
zoo said he “was meticulously groomed by two
monkeys and is steadily fitting into the group”.
Fans are queueing for up to an hour to catch a
glimpse of Punch, the Ichikawa zoo said , with
more than 5,000 visitors recorded on Monday.

25F. Rights group slams treatment of viral
Japanese monkey
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e The plight of a baby monkey in Japan, who has become
an Internet sensation, shows the cruelty of zoos, an animal
rights group said, as sales of the plush IKEA orangutan the
animal clings to boomed.
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¢ Punch, a baby macaque abandoned by its mother, shot
to stardom after being pictured getting bullied by other monkeys
and seeking comfort from the orangutan toy at Ichikawa City
Zoo outside Tokyo.
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e “Zoos are not sanctuaries — they are places where
animals are confined, deprived of autonomy, and denied the
complex environments and social lives they would have in the
wild,” said People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA).
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e “What some are calling ‘cute’ is actually a glimpse into
the trauma of a young, highly social primate coping with isolation
and loss,” the group’s Asia director, Jason Baker, said in a
statement.
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