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25F. Union Cabinet, led by 
Modi, holds the first meeting 

at Seva Teerth 

          ,                 , 

                       

               

 The Union Cabinet, led by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on 
Tuesday held its first meeting at 
the newly inaugurated Seva Teerth 
complex and adopted a resolution to 

fulfill the government‟s goal of 
placing India among the world‟s top 
three economies in the near future. 

          ,                        

        ,                             

                             

          औ  ए              

                                    

                                 

                               

 Seva Teerth houses the 
Prime Minister's Office, the National Security Council Secretariat, the Cabinet 
Secretariat, all of which were previously located across different locations. The new building 

complexes consolidate administrative functions within modern, and future-ready facilities. 

 

 

25F. Know your English 

                          

  “„Quite good‟ and „rather 
good‟. What is the difference 
between the two?” 

 “„Quite good‟ औ  „Rather good‟  

इ                     ?” 

 “„Rather good‟ is stronger 
than „quite good‟.” 

 “„Rather good‟, „quite good‟    

                 ” 

 “So, if I want to compliment 
someone about something, I should 
say „rather good‟ instead of „quite 
good‟.” 

 “  ,                              

             ,         „quite good‟ 

        „rather good‟          ए ” 

 “Right. When you say that 
something is „rather good‟, you are 
implying that it is better than what 
you expected it to be.” 

 “                              
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„rather good‟   ,    इ                                        ” 

 “ And you are surprised by the fact it is so good.” 

 “औ     इ                             इ           ” 

 “Exactly! Some grammarians say that „rather good‟ is the same as „very good‟.” 

 “     !                         „rather good‟        „very good‟            ” 

 “I see. Sujatha‟s Hindi is rather good. Many people think that she had her schooling in Delhi.” 

 “                         rather good                                                ” 

 “The food served at the wedding was rather good. I was really surprised.” 

 “                       rather good                        ” 

 “What does „quite good‟ mean?” 

 “„Quite good‟             ?” 

 “When you say that the film is quite good, what you are implying is that the movie though not 
great, is worth seeing.” 

 “                     quite good   ,                                                   

  ,                      ” 

  “That‟s right. He gets Thursdays off. He works Friday through Wednesday.‖ 

 “                                           Friday through Wednesday             ” 

 “Friday through Wednesday? Don‟t you mean „to‟ Wednesday? Shouldn‟t….” 

 “Friday through Wednesday?                Wednesday to        ?            … ” 

 “…you can say „I work Monday through Friday‟, or, „I work Monday to Friday‟. Both are 
acceptable.” 

 “…              „I work Monday through Friday‟,    „I work Monday to Friday‟        

          ” 

 “What‟s the difference?” 

 “इ              ?” 

 “As far as I know, „Monday through Friday‟ is American and..” 

 “                   , „Monday through Friday‟                 औ ..” 

 “…Monday to Friday is British.” 

 “…„Monday to Friday‟               ” 

 
 
 

GS Paper 1: History,  

TOPICS COVERED  25 February 2026 

25F QUIZ 
 

25F. QUIZ: Adolf Hitler and the German Workers‘ Party 
(1919) 

  In September 1919, Adolf Hitler joined the German Workers‘ 
Party (DAP) in Munich, a small nationalist and anti-Semitic political 
group founded by Anton Drexler. 

  Hitler initially joined as an intelligence agent for the German 
Army to monitor political activities, but his oratory skills and 
propaganda ability quickly made him a key leader. 

  By 1920, he helped transform the party into the Nazi Party 
(NSDAP), shaping its ideology of extreme nationalism, racial 
supremacy, and authoritarianism, which later influenced Germany‟s 

political trajectory. 

Sturmabteilung (SA) and the Brownshirts (1921–22) 

  In 1921–22, the NSDAP created the Sturmabteilung (SA), a 
paramilitary wing whose members were called Brownshirts.  
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 Led by Ernst Röhm, the SA protected meetings, intimidated opponents, and enforced 
party authority through street violence. 

 Their brown uniforms came from surplus military shirts. The organisation expanded during the 
Weimar crisis, helping Adolf Hitler rise. After the 1934 Night of the Long Knives, the SA‟s 

power declined as SS became dominant within Nazi Germany. 

Beer Hall Putsch and the Temporary Abolishing of the Sturmabteilung (1923) 

  In November 1923, the failed Beer Hall Putsch in Munich led to the banning of the NSDAP 
and the temporary abolishing of the Sturmabteilung (SA). 

  Led by Adolf Hitler and supported by Erich Ludendorff, the coup attempted to overthrow 
the Weimar Republic government. After its failure, Hitler was arrested and sentenced to 

prison, where he wrote Mein Kampf.  
 The German authorities outlawed Nazi organisations, including the SA, though it was later 

reorganised after the party‟s revival in 1925. 

Creation of the Schutzstaffel (SS) – ‗Protection Squadron‘ (1925) 

  In 1925, Adolf Hitler created the Schutzstaffel (SS), meaning ‗Protection Squadron‘, 
initially as a small elite unit to guard him and protect Nazi Party leadership. 

  Under Heinrich Himmler from 1929, the SS expanded into a powerful organisation 
controlling security, intelligence (Gestapo), and concentration camps.  

 It became central to enforcing Nazi ideology, racial policies, and wartime repression. After 
the 1934 Night of the Long Knives, the SS overshadowed the SA, becoming one of the 

most influential institutions in Nazi Germany. 

Reichstag Fire (February 1933) 

 On 27 February 1933, the Reichstag building in Berlin was set on fire in an event known as 
the Reichstag Fire 

 Adolf Hitler, recently appointed Chancellor of Germany (30 January 1933), used the 
incident as a pretext to arrest Communists and suppress political opponents.  

 The subsequent Reichstag Fire Decree suspended key civil liberties, including freedom of 

speech and assembly. 
 This marked a decisive step in dismantling the Weimar Republic and consolidating Nazi 

dictatorship .  in Germany

 
 

GS Paper 1: Geography  

TOPICS COVERED  25 February 2026 

25F Rajasthan prohibits felling of khejri trees after 11-day protest 

           11-                                                    

25F Helicopter crashes into sea near Andaman‘s Mayabunder 

                                                
 

 

Cretaceous discovery: In the Sahara desert in Niger, 
scientists have unearthed fossils of a new species of 
Spinosaurus, among the biggest of the meat-eating 
dinosaurs, notable for its large blade-shaped head crest 
and jaws bearing interlocking teeth (illustrated above). It 
was 12 m long and weighed 5-7 tonnes. 
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25F. Rajasthan prohibits felling of khejri trees 

after 11-day protest 

           11-                                   

                 

 The Bharatiya Janata Party government in Rajasthan 
has enforced a ban on the felling of khejri trees following an 
11-day-long agitation by saints and Bishnoi community 
members in Bikaner. 

                                                            

                  ,                     औ                        

     11                                         

 A Bill for tree protection will also be introduced during 
the ongoing Budget Session of the State Assembly. 

                                                            

            ए    

 Khejri is the official State tree of Rajasthan, 
designated in view of its immense value to the desert 
ecosystem and rural economy. 

                                    ,      इ             

               औ                                       

             

 The order stated that felling of khejri trees would 
remain prohibited throughout the State until a new law 
comes into force to protect them. 

                                                                                    

                                      

25F. Helicopter crashes into sea near 
Andaman‘s Mayabunder 

                                                 

 A Pawan Hans helicopter carrying seven people, 
including two crew members, crash-landed in the sea 
shortly after take- off from Mayabunder in the North 
and Middle Andaman district on Tuesday 

 ए                  ,           morning. 

           ,                         ,              

     औ                                     -

ऑ                             -            

 All occupants were rescued, officials said. 

                             ,                    

 
 
 

GS Paper II: Polity,  

TOPICS COVERED  25 February 2026 

25F Union Cabinet nod for ‗Kerala‘ to become ‗Keralam‘ 

 ‗    ‘              ‗     ‘                                     
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25F Does the Data Act dilute the Right to Information Act? 

   Data Act, Right to Information Act                  
 

 

25F. Union Cabinet nod for ‗Kerala‘ to become ‗Keralam‘ 

 ‗    ‘              ‗     ‘                                     

 The Union Cabinet on Tuesday approved the Kerala government‘s proposal to change 
the State‘s name from ‗Kerala‘ to ‗Keralam‘, the name used in the Malayalam language. 

                                                            ,                  ‗    ‘    

      ‗     ‘               ,                                       

 The President will now refer the Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill, 2026, to the Kerala 
Legislative Assembly to express its views, under the proviso to Article 3 of the 
Constitution of India, a government statement said. 

                                            (           )       , 2026               

                                        ,                           3              

     

 Once these views are received, the Union government will take further action to obtain 
the President‘s recommendation to introduce the name change legislation in 
Parliament. 

 ए                              ,                                                     

                                                              

 The decision was taken at a Cabinet meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at 
its first gathering at Seva Teerth, the new complex housing the Prime Minister‘s Office. 

                                                                 ,                           

        ,                                  घ      

 The move comes almost two years after the Kerala Assembly passed a resolution 
seeking the name change. 

                                                                              

               

 The resolution, dated June 24, 2024, said: “The name of our State is „Keralam‟ in Malayalam 
Language. States were formed on the basis of language on the 1st day of November, 1956. 

 इ      ,        24    , 2024,           : “                                „     ‟           

                       1      , 1956              

 The Kerala Piravi Day is also on the 1st day of November. 

                    1                         

 Since the time of national independence struggle, there has been a strong demand for 
the formation of United Kerala for the people speaking Malayalam language. 
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 But in the First Schedule to the Constitution the name of our State is recorded as 
‗Kerala‘. 

                                                  ‗    ‘         

 This Assembly unanimously appealed to the Central Government to take urgent steps as 
per Article 3 of the Constitution for modifying the name as ‗Keralam‘.” 

                                                                            3    

       ‗     ‘                                          ” 

 The matter was considered in the Ministry of Home Affairs and, with the approval of 
Minister Amit Shah, the draft note was circulated to the Department of Legal Affairs and 
the Legislative Department of the Ministry of Law and Justice, for their comments. 

                                     औ                                ,                    

                औ        औ                                                  ए           

 These departments concurred with the proposal to change the name. 

 इ                                               

 
 
25F. Does the Data Act dilute the Right to Information Act? 

   Data Act, Right to Information Act                  

 The petitions challenging the amendment to the Right to Information (RTI) Act that provides 
blanket exemption for personal information through a section in the Digital Personal 
Data Protection (DPDP) Act have been referred to a Constitution Bench of the Supreme 
Court. 

                (      )                  ,                            

(        )                                                     ,                     

      ए                                           

How was the DPDP Act framed? 

                         ? 

 The Supreme Court in Puttaswamy (2017) declared the right to privacy as a fundamental 
right primarily under Article 21. 

                       (2017)                                       21              
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 It also held that privacy is an overarching right including freedom of speech and expression 
(Article 19). 

इ                           ए                                                 

(       19)           

 The court directed the government to put forth a data protection regime. 

                                                       

 The government constituted a committee under Justice B.N. Sri Krishna to deliberate on the 

data protection framework. 

                    .  .                                  

 The committee submitted its report and draft Bill in July 2018. 

                     औ                     2018               

 In August 2023, Parliament passed the DPDP Act, 2023. 

    2023                            , 2023             

 The Act provides the legal framework for protection of personal data of individuals (data 
principals) shared with data fiduciaries. 

                  (            )             ए  ए                                            

       ,                                 

What is the controversy? 

           ? 

 The RTI Act, 2005 gives citizens the right to seek information from public authorities. 

              , 2005                                                                     

 Section 8(1)(j) exempted disclosure of personal information unless larger public interest 

justified it. 

     8(1)(j)                                                                        

         ए  

 Section 44(3) of the DPDP Act amends Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act. 

                         44(3)                   8(1)(j)                 

 It provides a blanket exemption to any information relating to personal information without 

exceptions. 

                                                               

 The amendment has been challenged as ultra vires the Constitution. 

इ                                   ए                  

What can be the way forward? 

                         ? 

 The Supreme Court has viewed the right to information as integral to Articles 19 and 21. 

                                        19 औ  21                      

 The RTI Act has increased transparency and accountability of public authorities. 

                                                  औ                    

 Earlier, disclosure of assets and liabilities of public servants was allowed if it served larger 

public interest. 

                         औ                                                         

 This helped probe allegations of corruption. 

इ                                      

 Under the current amendment, such information may be declined as personal information. 

                                                                      

 It may even reject requests on procurement records, audit reports, or public spending. 

              ,                                                                  

 The court remarked it may lay down guidelines on what constitutes ‗personal information‘. 

                           ‗           ‘                   -                  
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 The amendment of the RTI Act through the DPDP Act, 2023 should be repealed. 

                , 2023                                                ए  

 The earlier position allowing disclosure if it fulfilled larger public interest should be restored. 

                           ए                                           

 That provision ensured a proportionate balance between privacy and disclosure 
regarding personal information of public officials. 

                                                                    औ                

                              

GS Paper II: Governance,   

TOPICS COVERED  25 February 2026 

25F SC suggests PMAY benefits for Haldwani occupants 

                                                   
 

 

25F. SC suggests PMAY benefits for Haldwani occupants 

                                                    

 Additional Solicitor General Aishwarya Bhati, for the Railways, said a flooding Ghaula River 

habitually disrupts railway operations in a region known as the doorway to the hills of 
Uttarakhand. 

          ओ                                               घ              -            

                                                                                             

         

 Striking a balance between development requirements and the human element behind, Chief 
Justice Kant suggested the State acquire alternative land under the PMAY for the 
rehabilitation of the evictees. 

                   औ                               ए,                                

       PMAY           ए                                 ए                          

 Instead of monetary compensation, the amount could be used for construction of homes 
which were equivalent to those the evictees had to leave behind. 

                     ,                                      ए                       ए      

                                           

GS Paper II: International Relations 

TOPICS COVERED  25 February 2026 

25F Modi‘s Israel visit faces headwinds 

                                                

25F Cong. slams PM‘s Israel visit amid West Asia tensions 

                                                                  

25F An Israel visit — its strategic, economic, regional impact 

            —             ,      ,            

25F India‘s trade strategy in a multipolar world 
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25F. Modi‘s Israel visit faces headwinds 

                                                

 Netanyahu‟s plans to announce a „hexagonal alliance‟ with India, Greece, Cyprus, and some 

unnamed countries against „both radical Sunni and Shia axes‟ will be watched closely by 
those likely to feel targeted, including Iran, Türkiye, Saudi Arabia and Qatar, all of which 

have complex ties with India. 

                ,           ,    ,   इ   औ                        '               '    

              ,    „              औ            ‟            ,                                ए   

                               ,           ,     ,          औ              ,       

                           

 While defence and security, labour and trade, AI and technology, and IMEC project 
connectivity will be at the top of the agenda for his meetings with Israel Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu, the outcomes will go beyond bilateral agreements to their symbolism 
and the message they send to the wider West Asian region. 

          औ       ,    औ       ,     औ          , औ  IMEC                    

                                                     ए                     ,               

                 ए    औ                   औ                ए                  ए     

 Mr. Modi will address the Knesset. 

                                  

‗Hexagonal alliance‘ 

 ‗               ‘ 

 In particular, Mr. Netanyahu‟s plans to announce a ―hexagonal alliance‖ with India, Greece 
and Cyprus, and some unnamed Arab, African and Asian countries against ―both 
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radical Sunni and Shia axes‖, will be watched closely by those countries seen to be 
targeted, including Iran, Türkiye, Saudi Arabia and Qatar, each of which has historical and 

complex ties with India. 

            ,                   ,           ,     औ    इ   औ              ,       

औ                      “               ”                  , “              औ            ”    

     ,                                ए                         ,           ,     ,          

औ              ,                            औ                 

 Any announcements on trilateral cooperation between India, the UAE and Israel during the 
visit will also have an impact in the region, where UAE-Saudi tensions are rising. 

           , UAE औ  इ   इ                                                        ,      

UAE-                     

 “The intention here is to create an axis of nations that see eye-to-eye on the reality, 
challenges, and goals against the radical axes, both the radical Shia axis, which we have 

struck very hard, and the emerging radical Sunni axis,” Mr. Netanyahu told his cabinet on 
Sunday while announcing Mr. Modi‟s visit. 

 “                             ए             ए            ,           औ                      

                     ,                  ,                                 , औ           

           ,”                                             ,                                    

    

 
 
25F. An Israel visit — its strategic, economic, regional impact 

            —             ,      ,            
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 The West Asian region is staring at the possibility of its worst ever military conflict with one 
of the largest American military buildups in the Persian Gulf. 

                                            घ                     ,                      

                                  ए                  

 Iran is defiant and has refused to bow down to „unreasonable demands‟ from the United 
States. 

             औ                            „              ‟                 इ             

    

 In addition, emerging fault lines in the region are drawing allies such as the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) and Saudi Arabia into opposing military blocs. 

इ         ,                                                    औ                     

                          

 Notably, this is a standalone visit with no engagement with Palestinian Authority 
leadership, highlighting India‟s success in “de-hyphenating” its Israel engagement. 

           ,    ए                                                                     ,    

                          “         ”                             

Convergence in a security partnership 

                         

 Surrounded by hostile neighbours and as victims of frequent terror attacks, both countries 
have often sought convergence on security and defence issues. 

                           औ                                          ,                          

औ                                     

 According to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), India has 
been Israel‘s largest defence customer for several years. 

                                                ,                                   

                 

 Accounting for about 34% of Israel‘s total arms exports between 2020 and 2024. 

2020    2024                                            34%       

 The cooperation has gradually progressed from imports to joint development and 
technology collaboration. 

          -                              औ                                 

 Over the past few decades, Israel has provided India with a number of cutting-edge 
technologies, weapon and surveillance platforms such as unmanned aerial vehicles, 
missiles, special forces equipment and radar systems. 

                  ,                                   ,        औ                        

                  ,       ,                औ                         

 The Barak-8 air and missile defence system, co-developed by India and Israel, is one 

such success story. 

     औ                                     -8      औ                          ए  

                   

 For enhancing cooperation in the field of futuristic defence technologies. 

                                                             

 In November 2025, India and Israel signed an agreement to deepen cooperation in 
defence, industry and technology. 

      2025   ,      औ               ,      औ                                      ए 

ए                    ए  

 Including the sharing of advanced systems to support joint development and production. 

                  औ                           ए                                     

 For India, there were lessons from its experience in Operation Sindoor (May 2025) — the 
need for a strong and impregnable air and missile defence shield. 

          ए,               (   2025)                      — ए        औ            औ  
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 Under Mission Sudarshan Chakra. 

                       

 Including the procurement and co-production of the Iron Beam — a 100kW-class high-
energy laser system capable of intercepting drones, rockets, and mortars efficiently and 

cost-effectively. 

                       औ    -               — ए  100           -                

       ,       औ                  औ                              

 There are also reports that Autonomous Guard, an Israeli company has signed a deal with 
an Indian private defence firm valued at approximately $1.9 million. 

                  ,                   ए  इ   इ            ए                           

         1.9                                

 Which would cover the supply of advanced surveillance and threat-detection systems, 
specialising in sensor-based observation technologies. 

                  औ      -                                 ,        -              

                      

The science, technology and innovation link 

     ,          औ               

 India has benefited immensely from Israel‘s success in modern technology and innovations, 
especially in agriculture, water and electronics. 

                               औ                                       ,    औ  

                                        

 There are more than 35 Centres of Excellence (CoE) in India which are focused in high 
quality and high-density production of flowers, vegetables, fruits (mango, citrus, litchi, date 
palm, pomegranate), and beekeeping. 

        35                                    औ                          ,         , 

      ,    (  ,       ,     ,     ,     ) औ               

 Water management technologies too are critical, especially with many water-scarce areas 

in India. 

                             ,                      -                 

 MASHAV, Israel‟s Agency for International Development Cooperation under Israel‟s Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, signed agreements with Haryana (June 2022) and Rajasthan (December 
2024). 

     ,    इ   इ                                                   ए       ,            (    

2022) औ         (       2024)                 ए  

 To collaborate on integrated water resource management and capacity building. 

                                  औ                                

 Israel-India bilateral trade is often overshadowed by security cooperation. 

      -                                                              

 It, however, remains a significant pillar of engagement. 

                     ए                         

 India is Israel‘s second-largest trading partner in Asia, with bilateral trade reaching $3.75 
billion in FY2024-2025. 

                                                         , औ                       

2024-2025    3.75                    

 While merchandise trade continues to be dominated by diamonds, petroleum and 
chemicals, the partnership is expanding into electronics, high-tech products, 
communications and medical equipment. 

                             ,           औ               ,                        ,   -

           ,       औ                                   

 In September 2025, during the visit of Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich, India and 
Israel signed a Bilateral Investment Agreement. 

       2025   , इ   इ                                             ,      औ  इ   इ     ए  

                               ए  
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 This was followed by the signing of the Terms of Reference for a Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) during Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal‘s visit to Israel in November 
2025. 

इ              2025          ए                           इ   इ                          

            ए                         ए  ए  

 With India having recently concluded several significant trade deals, the FTA with Israel 
could gain the necessary momentum during Mr. Modi‟s visit. 

                                         ,                                            

                                       

 Israel is also keen to establish arrangements and exemptions for Indian infrastructure 
companies to participate in building critical roads and ports. 

इ   इ                                ए     ए  औ                    इ               

              औ                                     

 Additionally, similar to India‟s agreement with Russia, Israel may pursue a deal to facilitate 
“human mobility” to attract skilled Indian talent. 

इ          ,                                , इ   इ                   ओ            

          ए “             ”                                     

 Another key aspect to watch during the Modi visit is the progress of the India-Middle East-
Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC). 

                             ए                   -       -                                

 Announced at the G-20 Summit in Delhi (September 2023), this intercontinental connectivity 

project holds strategic signi•cance for both countries. 

       2023                     -20                                                    

                 ए                      

 Recent trade agreements with the European Union, Oman, and the UAE are expected to 

boost trade in both value and volume. 

          घ,      औ                                                           औ       

                                

 During the recent ‗Summit‘ of the Board of Peace, presided over by U.S. President Donald 
Trump on February 19, 2026, more than 50 countries participated. 

          19       2026                                                             

              50                            

 With some pledging $7 billion in funding and others committing troops to the International 
Stabilisation Force  .

                   7                               औ                                   ए 

                          

 India attended as an observer and has not yet defined its role in the process. 

                                  औ         इ                                      

 Given India‘s strong ties with both the Gulf region and Israel, discussions may include 
potential avenues for India‟s involvement in Gaza. 

         औ                                                      ए,     ओ                     

                                 

 India‟s hosting of the 2nd India-Arab Foreign Ministers‘ Meeting (IAFMM) in January 
2026, along with Mr. Modi‟s visits to Jordan and Oman (December 2025), and the visit of the 
UAE President (January 2026), demonstrate the careful balance that India has forged in the 

region. 

      2026              -                                    ,                          

औ       (       2025)     ए  औ                              (      2026)        , इ  

                    ए  ए                      

 A „hexagon‟ of alliances around or within the Middle East, includes India, Arab nations, 
African nations, Mediterranean nations (Greece and Cyprus), and nations in Asia. 

          ,        ,          ,                (    औ       ) औ             

             

 The intention here is to create an axis of nations that see eye-to-eye on the reality, challenges 
and goals against the radical axes. 
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इ                     ए                                                    ,           औ  

        ए         

 Both the radical Shiite axis and the emerging radical Sunni axis. 

                        औ                                          

 Mr. Modi‟s address to the Knesset — a privilege usually reserved for U.S. Presidents — 
highlight the visit‟s significance. 

                              —                                     ए                      

— इ                            

 His visit to a Jerusalem innovation centre further underlines its importance. 

                                 इ                             

 It is far more than routine diplomacy, with potential long-term implications for both countries 
and the region. 

                                 औ                           ए                         

 

25F. India‘s trade strategy in a multipolar world 

                                    

 India‟s recent global trade strategy aims to boost exports and strengthen its position as a 
leading global trade partner. 

                                                       औ                          

                                

 This has resulted in ambitious free trade agreements and a stronger presence in key 
international economic forums. 
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इ                                         औ                                       

               

 In 2023, India updated its Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) with the goal of increasing exports to 
$2 trillion by 2030. 

2023   ,                                            ,          2030    2              

                     

 Reinforcing a framework of strategic autonomy that supports sovereign decision-making 
while engaging major global powers. 

                                           ,                                    ए      

     -                         

 According to the Department of Commerce‘s 2025 Year-End Review, India recorded a 
6.05% annual increase in total exports reaching $825.25 billion. 

               2025                      ,                       6.05%                    

औ     825.25                       

A shift in approach 

                

 For many years, India adopted a cautious approach to free trade agreements (FTA). 

         ,                                                      

 Engaging primarily with economies that were similar in structure and stages of development. 

                    ओ                                औ                    

 In recent years, however, New Delhi has shifted to a more proactive trade strategy. 

             ,                                             

 Pursuing intensive negotiations and concluding comprehensive FTAs with major developed 
economies. 

         ओ                                ओ                                 ए  ए  

 According to recent estimates, India‟s network of FTAs is projected to cover nearly 71% of its 
total export basket by 2026. 

                         , 2026                                                     71% 

           

 An extraordinary increase from approximately 22% in 2019. 

   2019         22%                     

 This rapid expansion re•ects a decisive shift away from primarily regional trade 
arrangements toward deeper integration with advanced economies. 

                                                                          

ए         ओ                      

 Such as Australia, the European Union (EU), the United Arab Emirates (UAE), the 
United Kingdom (U.K.) and the United States. 

             ,           घ,                 ,                 औ                     

 Signalling India‟s broader strategic ambition to integrate into global value chains and high-
value markets. 

                      औ                    ए                                   

                        

 It creates a vast free trade zone (India-EU) covering nearly two billion people. 

                                                                    

 The agreement reduces or eliminates tariffs on over 90% of traded goods. 

          90%                                                     

 Boosting market access for Indian exporters, especially in textiles, leather, 
pharmaceuticals, chemicals, and marine products. 

                            ए                   ,             ,     , औ   ,       औ  

                 

 It enhances India‟s competitiveness against exporters such as Bangladesh and Vietnam. 

            औ                                                                  
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 The FTA also removes tariffs on many pharmaceutical exports, strengthens regulatory 
cooperation, and lowers production costs. 

             औ                            ,                               औ        

                 

 By easing access to advanced European machinery and inputs. 

                         औ                              

 It is also expected to foster digital trade, boost investor confidence, and strengthen long-
term economic resilience. 

                             ,                 ए   औ    घ                      

             

 Widely regarded as the “mother of all deals”, the agreement represents a transformative 
boost to India‟s export ecosystem. 

इ              “                   ”              औ                                   

                              

 Early in February 2026, India and the U.S. signed a framework for an interim agreement on 
reciprocal trade. 

      2026            ,      औ                                        ए         

            ए                   ए  

 Restating their commitment to advancing negotiations on a broader U.S.-India Bilateral 
Trade Agreement (BTA). 

               -                                                                    

    

 The interim framework is designed to progressively reduce tariffs across a range of products. 

                                                                  ए             

 Thereby facilitating greater Indian exports to the U.S. market and enhancing overall market 
access. 

                                                     औ                                

 The agreement also prioritises strategic collaboration in critical sectors such as rare earths 
and semiconductors. 

                       औ                                                                 

    

 This cooperation is expected to support India‟s ambitions in high-technology 
manufacturing. 

           -                                      ओ                 

 Reinforce its electronics export capacity and strengthen its emergence as a reliable global 

hub for electronics and semiconductor-related production. 

                                        औ  इ                                ए 

                                                               

 By diversifying export destinations and reducing overdependence on speci•c markets, the 
pact enhances India‟s strategic and economic flexibility. 

                              औ                                                           

औ                          

 Strategically, India‟s recent global trade agreements collectively signal a major shift toward 
enhancing its role as a leading player in the global trading system. 

             ,                                                                        

                                                           

 This shift is visible across four key dimensions. 

                                           

 First, deeper engagement with advanced economies such as the EU and the U.S. provides 
India with preferential access to lucrative markets. 

    ,           घ औ                          ओ                                    
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 Such access is expected to strengthen India‟s export potential and global market 
presence. 

                                औ                                            

 With benefits flowing to labour-intensive sectors integrating the Micro, Small, and Medium 
Enterprises into the Global Value Chains. 

        -           औ     ,  घ                                         ए              

          

 The agreements are across continents that reinforce India‟s attempt to diversify and not 

become overly dependent on any single geography. 

                                                                                  औ       ए  

                                  

 Second, FTAs reduce barriers on both exports and imports of intermediate goods. 

     ,                         औ                             ए              

 Enabling Indian •rms to integrate more e•ectively into global supply chains and improve 
their global competitiveness. 

                                                     ए             औ             

                     

 This integration is especially beneficial for high-growth sectors such as technology, 
electronics, pharmaceuticals and services. 

   ए                          ,          , औ    औ                  ए             

 All of which depend heavily on seamless cross-border movement of inputs and 

components. 

   इ     औ                     -                             

 Third, trade agreements serve as strategic instruments for enhancing India‟s diplomatic 
influence. 

     ,                                                  ए                  

 By establishing deeper economic interdependence with major powers. 

                                                    

 India strengthens its role in global economic governance and positions itself as a more 
influential voice in shaping trade norms and standards. 

                                                   औ                 औ            

                                                   

At the core 

       

 After opting out of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership, India adopted a 

calibrated approach. 

                                             ,                                

 Boosting domestic manufacturing through production-linked incentives and infrastructure 

expansion while deepening global integration. 

     -                औ                            घ                             ए 

      ए                    

 Trade agreements with Australia, the EU, the UAE, and the U.K. aim to expand market 
access, attract investment, and diversify exports. 

        ,           घ,                  औ                                           

     ,                   औ                                  
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25F Attracting talent positioned abroad 

                                     

25F The evolving nature of trade agreements 

                                   
 

25F. Centre increases MSP for jute by ₹275 per 

quintal 

                   MSP ₹275                 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), 
after a meeting on Tuesday, increased the minimum support 
price (MSP) of raw jute for 2026-27 by ₹275 per quintal over the 
previous season. 

                                 (CCEA)               ए  

                         ए                 (MSP) 2026-27    

  ए                        ₹275                     

 The new rate is ₹5,925 per quintal. 

       ₹5,925               

 Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw 
said the increased MSP would benefit jute growers in States such 

as West Bengal and Assam. 

       औ                                            MSP            औ                 

                    ए               

 A statement issued by the government said the revised MSP, for TD-3 grade raw jute, would 
ensure a return of 61.8% to the farmers over the all-India weighted average cost of 
production. 

                 ए                     TD-3                  ए         MSP                 

        औ                 61.8%                      
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25F. Attracting talent positioned abroad 

                                     

 When Washington imposed a one-time $1,00,000 fee on the issuance of new H-1B visa 
petitions in 2025, the move did more than unsettle young Indian engineers based in the 
U.S. 

               2025     ए H-1B                  ए         1,00,000               ,    

इ                                                                      

 It also forced skilled professionals to reassess the cost of their American aspirations and 
compelled companies to reconsider where they source and retain talent. 

इ                                                                  औ                       

                                       ए  औ     ए      
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A geopolitical earthquake 

     -               

 Through initiatives including GATI, eMigrate V2.0, VAJRA Faculty Scheme, and Know 
India Programme. 

                                  ,  -             2.0,                औ            

        

 Maharashtra continues to be the nation‟s largest startup cluster and has a Startup, 
Entrepreneurship, and Innovation Policy (2025). 

                                             औ  इ              ,        औ  

            2025     

 However, due to lack of housing subsidies, school seat guarantees, and spouse-
employment support, household entry costs remain high. 

                ,                औ                                              

                            

 This offsets declining firm costs and makes cities affordable only to the wealthy. 

                                            औ                             ए                

 Delhi draws more returnees due to its institutional centrality, proximity to national labs, 
policy networks, and ministries. 

                        ,                  ,             औ                        

                                              

 This advantage is enhanced by a proposed startup to increase venture activity. 

                                             औ           

 However, Delhi serves as both a gateway and gatekeeper, favouring those with established 
institutional capital. 

                    औ                                     , औ                           

                     

 Due to housing costs and recruitment networks at universities and institutes. 

             औ                              

 Karnataka serves as an example of structural ambition devoid of absorptive realism. 

                                                                         

 Its Beyond Bengaluru and Skill Development Policy (2025-32) seeks decentralised growth 
through Global Capability Centres. 

इ                 औ                  (2025-32)                                       

                     

 First, States prioritise institutional support such as incubators, seed money, and 
infrastructure over family relocation policies. 

    ,                       इ       ,               औ                                     

                     

 Second, mobility studies show that while wages attract migrants, retention depends on 
networks, spouse employment, and education. 

     ,                                                               ,                  , 

                औ                         

 This unevenness shows that while States compete to attract firms, they rarely plan for 
people. 

                                                                           ,                 ए 

                   

 The absence of housing, education, and spousal employment provisions explains why 
returnees view India as a temporary assignment rather than permanent reintegration. 

    ,      औ                                                                           

                                                 

H-1B policy shift 

  -1                 
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 With nearly 71% H1-B approvals in FY2024, India‟s dominance in the H-1B visa 
programme is unparalleled. 

        2024         71%   -1                   ,   -1                               

           

 This dominance makes India highly sensitive to U.S. policy shifts. 

                                                                        

 According to the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, in FY 2024, 71% of 3,99,395 
total H1-B approvals were Indian nationals. 

                 औ                       ,         2024        3,99,395   -1   

             71%                   

 And 46% of total beneficiaries held a master‘s degree. 

औ                       46%                      

 The educational profile of H-1B holders has shifted markedly over time. 

             -1                                                    

 The proportion of workers with a master‘s degree rose from 31% in 2000 to 57% in 2021. 

                                2000    31%         2021    57%         

 While those with only a bachelor‘s degree declined from 57% to 34%. 

                                          57%    घ    34%         

 Following policy revisions in September 2025, the U.S. introduced limited exemptions to 
the proposed $1,00,000 filing fee. 

       2025                        ,                   1,00,000                           

        

 Particularly for applicants already in the country transitioning from F-1 student to H-1B 
status. 

                            ए                      औ    -1          -1                      

 This provides short-term relief for U.S.-educated Indian graduates but affects new 
overseas applicants. 

                                                                                     

                

 Conditions are ripe for a shift from brain drain to brain circulation. 

                                 ओ             ए            

 Retaining talent remains equally challenging. 

            ए                                    

 India‟s R&D investment is only 0.64% of GDP, far below U.S. (3.47%), China (2.41%), and 
Israel (5.71%). 

                                                0.64%   ,            3.47%,     2.41% 

औ         5.71%                

 Due to limited private sector incentives. 
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 Otherwise, the next generation of highly qualified workers will pursue their futures 

elsewhere. 

    ,                                         औ           

 

25F. The evolving nature of trade agreements 

                                   

 U.S. President Donald Trump has signed several trade agreements with countries such as 
Malaysia, Cambodia, Argentina, and Bangladesh. 

                                     ,         ,         औ                                

               ए     

 These agreements have been signed under the shadow of intimidating and illegal tariffs. 

                     औ                          ए  ए     

 The U.S. has also announced a trade agreement with India, for which the two sides have 
issued a joint statement. 

                                                     ,         ए               ए        

                  

 The U.S. refers to agreements signed by Mr. Trump as Agreements on Reciprocal Trade 
(ART), as opposed to Free Trade Agreements (FTAs). 

       ,                                                        (ART)        ,              

       (FTA)  

 This creates a new category in international trade deals, which now consists of three 
typologies. 

इ                                ए                 ,                             
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Multilateralism 

        

 At the core of international trade treaties is the robust multilateral trade agreement 
established by the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). 

                                                                  (GATT) औ            

      (WTO)                                        

 The GATT aimed to create a non-discriminatory trading regime grounded in the most-
favoured-nation (MFN) rule. 

GATT                                        ,                        (MFN)         

           

 The MFN rule specifies that if a special favour such as lower tariffs is granted to one country, 
it must be extended to all WTO members. 

MFN                         ए                                              ,           

WTO                            

 The U.S. established a multilateral trading arrangement based on an unconditional MFN 
rule in response to trade protectionism during the interwar years. 

                                                                            MFN         

                                   

 The formation of the WTO in 1995 provided an institutional architecture to this multilateral 
. trade project

1995    WTO             इ                                                   

 The WTO expanded trade beyond goods to include services and intellectual property, and 
established a detailed dispute settlement mechanism. 

WTO                ओ                      औ                              औ  ए  

                                   

 While some view the WTO as part of a global imperialist state, its one-country-one-vote 
principle provides developing countries with some agency. 

                WTO                                         ,       इ          -   

                                                 

 This principle allows developing countries to forge alliances and bargain with the developed 
world. 

                                                             औ                             

    

Preferential trade agreements 

                           

 Interestingly, while the WTO establishes a trading regime based on non-discrimination, it 
allows its members to sign preferential trading agreements on a non-MFN basis. 

           ,      WTO       -                             ,                     -

MFN                                                            

 Two such arrangements are recognised in Article XXIV of GATT — free trade areas and 
Customs Unions (CUs). 

           ए  GATT           XXIV                 —               औ             

(CU)  

 However, since these arrangements are an exception to the MFN principle, they are subject 
to stringent conditions. 

             ए  MFN                   , इ   ए                                

 For instance, an FTA creating a free trade area should cover ‗substantially all trade‘ 
between its constituents. 

            ए,                          FTA                   ‗              ‘        

         ए  
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 Likewise, a CU should not only cover ‗substantially all trade‘ but also have a common 
external trade policy for non-members. 

इ       , CU           ‗              ‘              ए        -           ए       

                             ए  

 These stringent conditions aim to make FTAs and CUs building blocks rather than 
impediments to trade multilateralism. 

इ                     FTA औ  CU                                                        

 Until the 1980s, these arrangements were not popular among countries. 

1980                  ए                                

 However, in the last three decades, there has been a proliferation of FTAs. 

                         FTA                         

 While most FTAs are bilateral, some are quite large, covering 10-15 countries, such as the 
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) agreement. 

             FTA          ,                    10-15                     ,      RCEP         

 Many of these FTAs are WTO-plus, going beyond WTO topics by including rules on labour, 
environment, and foreign investment protection. 

इ          FTA WTO-plus   ,    WTO                      ,         औ               

                             

 These FTAs are criticised for thrusting new obligations on developing countries. 

इ  FTA                                                                    

 However, as these FTAs are notified to the WTO as a mandatory legal requirement, 
adversely affected countries can raise questions and scrutinise them. 

       ,          FTA WTO                     , इ   ए                           औ       

            

Agreements on reciprocal trade 

                     

 The ARTs signed by the Trump administration with WTO members are not under Article 
XXIV of GATT. 

                WTO                ए  ए ART        GATT           XXIV                

     

 This makes these agreements legally suspicious. 

इ                                             

 While GATT Article XXIV-type FTAs have institutional linkage with the WTO, ARTs are 
completely independent. 

     GATT        XXIV         FTA    WTO                        ,      ART               

    

 The most alarming element of these ARTs is that they reflect the ‗America First‘ trade 
policy. 

इ  ART                                   ‗           ‘                          

 While the U.S. imposes tariff rates inconsistent with WTO obligations, its partner is forced 
to eliminate or drastically reduce tariffs on U.S. goods. 

             WTO                                ,                                          

                                  

 These ARTs contain several one-sided provisions aimed at strengthening U.S. interests. 

इ  ART                                                                

 For instance, Article 4.1 of the U.S.-Bangladesh ART requires Bangladesh to adopt 
complementary restrictive action if the U.S. takes a trade measure for economic or 
national security. 

            ए,        -         ART           4.1                                       

           ए                                                                              

 Such a provision effectively ties the partner‘s interests to the U.S. 
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 Another feature of these ARTs is that they restrict data sovereignty of partner countries. 

इ  ART    ए  औ                                                                      

 For example, Article 3.4 of the U.S.-El Salvador ART prevents El Salvador from imposing 
customs duties on electronic transactions. 

            ए,        -           ART           3.4           ए                    

                                  

 In sum, the U.S. ARTs are imperial in nature. 

         ,         ART                               

 Because these ARTs are not notified to the WTO, other countries cannot scrutinise them. 

         ART WTO                       ,                                

 These agreements attempt to undermine trade multilateralism and should be resisted by 
developing countries. 

                                                     औ  इ                       
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25F. Health Ministry set to roll out 
free HPV vaccination plan targeting 

girls aged 14 

            14               

                    HPV         

                         

 The Union Health Ministry is set to 
launch a nationwide Human Papillomavirus 
(HPV) vaccination programme targeting girls 

aged 14. 

                  14                       

              ए                

              (HPV)                    

                

 The vaccination will be voluntary and 
free of cost, ensuring equitable access across 

socio-economic groups. 

                 औ             ए  ,    

             -                              

                 

 India will use Gardasil, a quadrivalent 

HPV vaccine, for protection from HPV types 16 
and 18, which cause cervical cancer, and 

types 6 and 11. 

                             ,    ए     -

         HPV        , HPV      16 औ  18    

           ए,                                , 

औ       6 औ  11        

 “Global and Indian scientific evidence 
confirms that a single dose provides robust 
and durable protection when administered to 

girls in the recommended age group,” a senior 
Health Ministry official said. 

 “      औ                                     

               औ    घ                  

       ,    इ                                  

            ,” ए                             

     

 “The nation-wide programme will 
target girls aged 14 years, an age at which the 
HPV vaccine offers maximum preventive 
benefit, well before potential exposure to the 

virus,” they said. 

 “               14                                    ,               HPV      

                              ,                                   ,”             

 To ensure uninterrupted availability and quality, India has secured HPV vaccine supplies 
through a transparent, globally supported procurement mechanism. 

              औ                           ए,         HPV                      ,       

                                                 

 “Under India‟s partnership with Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, Gardasil vaccines, which are 

approved by India‟s drug regulator and widely used internationally, have been made available 
for the national programme. 

             ,                                      ,              ,                         
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                          औ                                                ,               

     ए         ए  ए     

 The procurement follows stringent quality and cold chain standards, enabling the 
government to provide the vaccine free of cost to eligible girls across all States and Union 

Territories,” the official said. 

                       औ                                   ,                       औ  

                                                              ,”                 

 HPV vaccination under the national programme will be conducted exclusively at designated 
government health facilities, including the Ayushman Arogya Mandirs (Primary Health 
Centres), Community Health Centres, Sub-District and District Hospitals, and 
Government Medical Colleges. 

                      HPV                                                  ए  , 

                        (              ),                  ,   -     औ       

     , औ                                

 Each vaccination session will be carried out in the presence of trained medical officers, 
supported by skilled healthcare teams, and equipped for post-vaccination observation 
and management of any rare adverse events. 

                                                                     ए  ,         

                           , औ  इ                             औ                       

घ                  ए               ए    

Common ailment 

           

 Cervical cancer remains the second most common cancer among women in India, with 

nearly 80,000 new cases and over 42,000 deaths reported annually. 

                                                             ,            80,000  ए 

      औ  42,000                                     

 Scientific evidence establishes that almost all cases of cervical cancer are caused by 
persistent infection with high-risk types of HPV, particularly HPV types 16 and 18, which 
together account for more than 80% of cervical cancer cases in India. 

                                                                           HPV 

                                    ,             HPV      16 औ  18,            

                80%                     ए             

 Despite being largely preventable through vaccination and early screening, cervical 
cancer continues to impose a heavy burden on women and families. 

         औ                                                               ,     इ   

          ओ  औ                                 

 “The forthcoming HPV vaccination programme directly addresses this challenge by 
preventing HPV infection before it can progress to cancer,” the Health Ministry said. 

 “      HPV                इ                                , HPV                       

             ,”                    

 The vaccine is nonlive, does not cause HPV infection, and has a good safety record, 
supported by more than 500 million doses administered globally since its introduction in 
2006. 

         -       , HPV                , औ  इ                       ,      2006    इ    

                          500                                                   

 Meanwhile, globally, over 90 countries are implementing single-dose HPV vaccination 
schedules, improving coverage and affordability. 

 इ     ,            , 90                       HPV                              , 

            औ                         

 Several countries have already demonstrated substantial reductions in HPV infection, 
precancerous lesions, and cervical cancer incidence following widespread vaccination. 

                                         HPV      ,        घ  , औ                  

घ                             
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 India‟s approach is grounded in global best practices, national disease burden evidence, 
and expert recommendations of the National Technical Advisory Group on 
Immunisation, a Health Ministry official said. 

                                 ,                      औ                        

                                             , ए                             

 

25F. Panel to probe repeated failures of PSLV, says ISRO 

 PSLV       -                                , ISRO        

 A committee that includes K. Vijay Raghavan, former Principal Scientific Adviser, and S. 
Somanath, former Chairman, India Space Research Organisation (ISRO), will probe 
“systemic issues” underlying the successive failures of the ISRO‟s Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (PSLV)  .

 ए              K.        घ  ,                         , औ  S.       ,         , 

                             (ISRO)         , ISRO                           (PSLV) 

                ओ             “            ”                

 While technical committees probe and submit „failure analysis reports‟ when mishaps occur, 

this committee, The Hindu has reliably learnt, will investigate questions on whether 
“organisational” problems may have played a role in the debacles involving the PSLV. 

                           ओ             „      ए              ‟               औ              , 

इ       ,         The Hindu                      ,                                  ओ  

   PSLV                  ओ                              

 On January 12, the PSLV-C62 failed in its mission to deliver 16 satellites into orbit, and 
crashed into the sea after the . third stage of the rocket failed to ignite

 12         , PSLV-C62              16                                     , औ           
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 This was similar to the May 18, 2025 failure of the PSLV-C61, in which, too, the third stage 
failed to fire, destroying as a result the EOS-09 satellite intended for the government‟s 

. strategic needs

    18   , 2025    PSLV-C61                     ,                                  

    ,                              ओ       ए          EOS-09                 

 The committee members consist of experts who are external to the ISRO, and are 
expected to table their findings to ISRO Chairman V. Narayanan before April. 

                               ISRO            , औ                                      

             ISRO     V.                              

 On February 3, The Hindu reported that National Security Adviser Ajit Doval, who is also 
a member of India‘s Space Commission, visited the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre, 
reportedly in connection with the failure of the PSLV-C62 mission. 

 3         , The Hindu                                           ,                   

                 ,                                      ,            PSLV-C62      

                       

 “ A national-level expert committee has been constituted and is reviewing the reason for the 
anomaly in the PSLV vehicle,” the ISRO said in a statement to The Hindu. 

 “ए        -                                     औ     PSLV                          

                  ,” ISRO    The Hindu    ए               

 The PSLV‟s failures would be the core focus of the report, and the committee would be 
looking into the processes in the manufacture, procurement, and assembling of various 
components of the rocket. 

 PSLV          ए                               , औ                       घ              , 

     औ                                   

Report in a week 

                   

 India‟s space ecosystem now involves several private companies and, therefore, the 

probe will not only be about which part or component failed, and who was responsible, but 
also whether there is a process in place to fix accountability, and how it may be improved. 

                                                                   , औ  इ   ए      

                                                औ                ,                 

                                   औ  इ                           

 A technical committee of the ISRO will first table a report on the PSLV-C62 incident this 

week, The Hindu has learnt through reliable sources. 

 ISRO                 इ       PSLV-C62 घ                             ,         The 

Hindu                           

 The ISRO‟s historical response to rocket failures has been to have a Failure Analysis 
Committee probe the reasons, and publicise its findings. 

             ओ     ISRO                                                             

        , औ                              

 This, however, has not taken place in the case of both the PSLV-C61 and PSLV-C62. 

        ,    PSLV-C61 औ  PSLV-C62                         

 The Failure Analysis Committee report of the May 18 mishap was sent to the Prime 
Minister‘s Office before the PSLV-C62 launch, but its details have not been made public. 

 18                                              PSLV-C62                               

             ,       इ                          ए  ए     

 The Failure Analysis Committee, constituted by the ISRO Chairman, is a body of experts 

within ISRO to lead in the event of a major incident. 

                     ,    ISRO                       , ISRO                     ए  

                                                    

 It is expected to reconstruct the chain of events leading up to a failure, and recommend 
corrective action before the rocket is cleared to fly again. 
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 इ                                                 घ                                   , 

औ                                                                   

 The committee members include experts within ISRO as well as relevant experts from 
academia. 

              ISRO                   -                                          

 At a press conference on February 2, the Union Minister of State for Science and 
Technology, and Earth Sciences, Jitendra Singh, said that a ―third party appraisal‖ was 

ongoing. 

 2          ए               ,             औ          ,                        ,       

    ,           ―                   ‖            

 

25F. Amid DoT push, WhatsApp appears to 

test SIM-binding 

                   ,                       -

                            

 WhatsApp may comply with DoT SIM-binding 
directive 

                DoT    SIM-                             

 The online messaging platform WhatsApp appears 
to be preparing to comply with the SIM-binding directive of 

the Department of Telecommunications issued late last 
year. 

 ऑ   इ                                                  

                                       (DoT)    SIM-

                                                 

 The directive requires messaging platforms to 
ensure that a user‟s registered SIM card is provisioned on 
the handset used to access the service, and to disable 
access if it is not. 

                                                    

                     SIM                             

                          ए               , औ               

                    

 It also includes a potentially disruptive requirement 
that web-based instances, such as WhatsApp Web, be 
logged out every six hours. 

 इ    ए                  घ                          

      -            ,      WhatsApp Web,               

            

 Meta, WhatsApp‟s parent company, had pushed 
back through industry bodies it is a part of, including the 
Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI), arguing 

that the measures could cause “hurdles to the modern 
communication habits such as use of international numbers 
during travel [or] secondary devices”. 

 Meta,      ए               ,                                

                       ,       Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI)          

  , औ                      “                                           ,                       

                                               इ      ” 

Beta version 
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 In the latest beta versions of WhatsApp, code references to the SIM-binding directions have 
been detected. 

                                   SIM-                      ए             ए  ए     

 
 

25F. Scientists confirm HIV capsid is a good drug target despite resistance 

                                         HIV capsid        drug target    

 A new study has found that to escape a drug called lenacapavir, HIV has to damage one of 
its own components, the capsid; the finding rea•rms the belief that the viral capsid is a good 

drug target and that the virus cannot afford to change it too much, opening the door to a new 
generation of drugs 

ए   ए                        lenacapavir                       ए HIV            ए     , 

capsid,                          ;        इ                           viral capsid ए      

drug target    औ        इ                                        ,                     ओ  

     ए               

 In 1987, four years after the discovery of HIV as the causative agent of AIDS, scientists 
reported the first drug effective against the virus, called zidovudine. 
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1987   ,              ए                                         ,                       

                                 ,                         

 Zidovudine targeted a viral enzyme called reverse transcriptase, and prevented the virus 

from completing its life-cycle. 

             ए        ए   इ                               , औ                    -   

                       

 However, zidovudine was no magic bullet. 

       ,                     इ             

 It could hold the virus at bay for a while, but HIV quickly learned to outsmart it, and the 
resulting drug resistance meant many patients soon lost the drug‟s protective effect. 

                                  ,                        इ                    , औ  

                                                                           

 It quickly became clear why zidovudine alone would not keep HIV in check. 

                                                                   ए    

 The virus is prone to copying „mistakes‟ when it turns its RNA into DNA, generating endless 

new variants. 

                                       „       ‟                      ,               ए 

              

 Some of these variants possess the property of drug resistance. 

इ                                                

 On June 18, 2025, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved lenacapavir, 
the world‟s first capsid-based HIV inhibitor. 

18     2025   ,                 औ          (     )                            ,           

             -                         

 Its poor solubility, once a liability, became its greatest strength. 

इ       घ        ,                  ,                           

 Instead of being taken daily, lenacapavir is injected under the skin of the abdomen just once 
every six months, forming a slow-release reservoir that steadily delivers the drug into the 

bloodstream. 

                ,                                                       ए      इ               

  ,       ए      -                                  -                           

 The results were astonishing: in clinical trials, it prevented HIV infection in high-risk 
individuals with 100% effectiveness. 

                      :                  , इ                                            

100%                        

 Lenacapavir was not a cure but, as a Science article put it, it may be the next best thing to 
an HIV vaccine. 

                इ           ,                                     ,                    

                                  

Acting solo 

                

 Given enough time, the virus finds a way, which is why HIV is always treated with 

combinations of drugs and never one alone. 

                  ,                       ,                          इ             ओ     

                      ,                           

 Reinforcing the long-standing rule of HIV treatment: that the virus can escape one blockade 

but not many at once. 

इ                                                        :          ए              

       ,       ए                  

 They took capsid sequences from patients who had developed resistance, inserted those 
exact mutations into a standard laboratory HIV strain. 

                                  ए                              , औ                     

ए                                     
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25F. Why don‘t left-handed persons 
make up half the population? 

                               

                   ? 

 There is a neural basis for 
handedness but it is not due to any single part 

of the brain. 

                            ए         

            ,                       ए  

                        

 Hand preference reflects how the 
brain organises movement control. 

                                     

                                      

 In most right-handed people, the left 
hemisphere has stronger control over fine 

hand movements and also more often 
dominates language. 

                              ,                  

                                         औ  

                             

 In left-handed people, these patterns 

are more mixed. 

                      ,                              

 Studies have found average differences in how motor areas are wired and how strongly the 
two hemispheres communicate. 

                                              औ                                      औ   

              

 But these are trends and can‟t be the basis of diagnosis. 

                          औ                               

 In other words, the brain shows differences that go with handedness yet there‟s no scan or 
test that can predict handedness with certainty. 

             ,                                               ,                             

           इ                        

 Second, handedness is partly genetic but it is polygenic, meaning it is due to many genes, 

each with small effects. 

     ,                                             ,            -       ,                   

    -                             

 In many places social pressures have also reduced the prevalence of left-handedness 
because children are often trained to write with the right hand. 

                                                                                       

                                             

 Finally, while being left-handed may bring some advantages — like in direct combat or 
sports because it is rare — the world is built for right-handers, from scissors to desks with 

right-handed writing arms. 

      ,                                           —                                        

         —                            ए       ,                ए                              

 Due to which left-handedness has „organically‟ stabilised at around 10% in the population. 

                                                     10%                            
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25F. The rise of blue: the colour that moved kings and the royals before poets 

               :                                    औ                          

 When Isaac Newton wrote Opticks (1704), he divided the colour spectrum into VIBGYOR, a 
set of seven colours. 

                      (1704)     ,                        VIBGYOR                ,    

                      

 The decision was not purely scientific; it was influenced by the alchemical significance of the 
number ‗7‘. 

                                 ;         ‗7‘                                 

 Newton observed a series of hues merging into one another, rather than discrete parcels. 

           -                             -                     

 The Irish chemist Robert Boyle, who inspired Newton, observed the same spectrum but 
spoke of only five colours. 

                       ,                           ,                                         

           

 Many readers could not clearly distinguish indigo from blue or violet, yet Newton insisted 
there were seven colours. 

              ,      औ                          ए,                                       

 The number seven echoed the musical scale, visible planets, and alchemical harmonies. 

                      ,         औ                                

 Newton later served as Warden and Lord of the Mint, stabilising colour into a sequence that 

could be taught and enforced. 

                  औ                   औ                                          औ       

             

 Colour ordering became both optical and administrative. 

                          औ                        
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A journey of the blues 

                 

 Long before Newton, blue appeared in the Rig Veda through Varuna, the god of cosmic 

order. 

                ,                                               

 Varuna is described as syama and krsna, meaning dusk-coloured and dark. 

           औ                ,                   औ           

 These terms suggest depth and enclosure, not surface hue. 

                              औ                         

 Indologist Michael Witzel described Varuna as a ―nocturnal sovereign‖ linked to early 

Vedic kingship. 

                                                           ―              ‖        

 Blue as a symbol of sovereignty co-evolved with religious transformation from Vedic ritual to 
Puranic bhakti. 

                                                                        

 In the Mahabharata and Puranic traditions, syama and krsna became names of Vāsudeva 
Krsna. 

        औ                      औ                              

 Blue remained a sign of totality and command. 

               औ                          

 The Greek world hesitated before blue; in Homer‘s Iliad and Odyssey, blue is absent. 

                                  ;               औ                                 

Material value of Blue before Greece 

                                  

 But a few thousand years before ancient Greece, the value of blue was negotiated materially 
through stone from the earliest Bronze Age. 

                                                                                          

       

 Lapis lazuli, deep blue flecked with gold, travelled thousands of kilometres from 
Badakhshan (Afghanistan) linking Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus Valley and China. 

            ,           औ                  ,       (         )                            

            ,    ,       घ    औ                   

 Archaeological finds at Mehrgarh and Bhirrana (6th Millennium BCE) include lapis beads 

imported via long-distance trade. 

       औ          (         6          )                                              ए 

                    

 In ancient Sumer, lapis was sacred to Inanna; in Egypt, it adorned divine brows, funerary 

masks, statuettes and seals. 

                                ए        ;                      ,                    ,      ओ  औ  

                   

 Lapis signified divinity because it was rare, costly and difficult to command. 

                                     ,       औ                        

 By early Bronze Age, Egypt produced synthetic pigment Ceruleum from copper, limestone 
and silica to imitate lapis — earliest industrial synthetic colour under government 
regulation. 

                               ,          औ                                    — 

                 औ                                        

 By the Axial Age, Mesopotamia imported Indigo from India to colour royal robes like lapis. 

                                                                                       

 China produced synthetic blue from barium, copper and silicon to colour the Terracotta 
Army for the emperor‟s afterlife. 
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             ,       औ                                                                       

        

‗Stimulation of nothingness‘ 

‗               ‘ 

 Newton‟s spectrum marks not the beginning of colour but the final abstraction of a long 

process. 

                                    ए                                         

 When blue became a wavelength, its older links to effort, danger, devotion and power 

were lost. 

                    ,              ,     ,     औ                              

 
 

GS Paper III:  

TOPICS COVERED  25 February 2026 

25F  
 
Aerial display: An Indian Air Force Chinook performing at a full dress 
rehearsal of Exercise Vayu Shakti - 2026, at the Pokhran Field Firing 
Range in Rajasthan on Tuesday, ahead of the February 27 firepower 
display. This biennial show underscores the IAF's combat readiness, 
precision strike capabilities, and integrated multi-domain 
operations.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS(GS Paper IV and Essay)  

TOPICS COVERED  25 February 2026 

25F Rights group slams treatment of viral Japanese monkey 
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25F. Rights group slams treatment of viral 
Japanese monkey 

                                               

            

 The plight of a baby monkey in Japan, who has become 
an Internet sensation, shows the cruelty of zoos, an animal 
rights group said, as sales of the plush IKEA orangutan the 
animal clings to boomed. 

          ए                    ,    ए                         , 

      घ                         ,     ए                     

   ,          IKEA                                       

             ,                        

 Punch, a baby macaque abandoned by its mother, shot 
to stardom after being pictured getting bullied by other monkeys 
and seeking comfort from the orangutan toy at Ichikawa City 
Zoo outside Tokyo. 

    , ए                                            ,         

                                                    औ  

                                ए                             

                   

 “Zoos are not sanctuaries — they are places where 
animals are confined, deprived of autonomy, and denied the 
complex environments and social lives they would have in the 
wild,” said People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA). 

 “      घ                 —                                    

            ,                         , औ              

        औ                                         ,”      

                             (PETA)         

 “What some are calling „cute‟ is actually a glimpse into 
the trauma of a young, highly social primate coping with isolation 
and loss,” the group‟s Asia director, Jason Baker, said in a 
statement. 

 “             „cute‟          ,                  ,                                औ  

                    घ            ,”                                   ए               
 


